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By  the  House  of  Delegates, 
March  4,  1856. 
Read  and  1000  extra  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 
By  order, 

'Thomas  H.  Kent,  of  Jos.,  Clerk. 


REPORT 


OF     THE 


^iH0ritg  of  tjje  Committw 


ON 


SECRET  SOCIETIES, 


MADE     TO     THE 


HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES  OF  MARYLAND. 


REPORT 


The  Minority  of  the  Select  Committee  appointed  under 
the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  adopted  by  unan- 
imous vote  on  the  10th  day  of  January  last,  dissenting  from 
the  course  pursued  by  the  majority,  and  objecting  to  the 
report  submitted  by  them,  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to 
submit  on  their  part  the  follov/ing  report: 

They  desire  in  the  first  place  to  set  forth  in  terms  the 
resolutions  under  which  the  Committee  was  appointed,  which, 
in  their  view,  prescribes  with  sufficient  distinctness  and  pre- 
cision the  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  Committee,  particu- 
larly when  considered  in  connection  with  the  order  of  the 
House  subsequently  adopted,  enlarging  the  powers  of  the 
Committee  and  pointing  to  the  mode  of  performing  their 
before-specified  duties.     Those  resolutions  are  in  these  words  : 

"  Besolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Grovernor's  Message  as 
relates  to  secret  political  societies  be  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee  of  Five,  with  instructions  to  inquire  and  report, 
whether  any  and  what  secret  political  societies  are  known  to 
exist  in  this  State ;  whether  any  political  society,  secret  or 
open,  is  known  to  encourage  or  pursue  '  purposes  which  tend 
to  the  subversion  of  the  well-established  and  deeply  cher- 
ished principles  of  our  Government;'  whether  any  and  what 
society,  or  portion  of  the  people  of  this  State,  or  any  of  the 
United  States,  have  introduced  '  religious  issues  into  the  field 
of  political  agitation ; '  and  that  the  Committee  be  also  in- 
structed to  ascertain,  as  far  as  may  be  within  their  power, 
what  is  the  character  and  import  of  the  secrets  Avhich  are 
supposed  to  be  held  or  maintained  by.  such  societies,  if  any 
such  should  be  found  to  exist ;  and  that  the  Committee  use 
its  endeavors  to  obtajn,  if  possible,  a  statement  or  description 
of  the  principles,  objects  and  purposes  of  such  societies,  and 
report  the  same  to  this  House,  with  such  measures  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  for  restraining  such  societies  from  vio- 
lating the  '  letter  and  spirit '  either  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion or  the  Constitution  of  this  State. 

"■Besolved,  That  the  Committee  be  authorized  to  respect- 
fully request  the  Grovernor  to  communicate  to  them  any 
information  he  may  possess  in  regard  to  such  societies,  al- 


luded  to  in  his  message,  and  the  nature  of  the  secrets  they 
preserve. 

"  liesolved,  That  for  the  purposes  of  the  inquiries  sub- 
mited  to  them,  the  Oomraittec  be  empowered  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  if  they  shall  deem  it  necessary  to  their 
investigation." 

A  few  days  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  these  resolutions, 
and  before  any  action  was  had  by  the  Committee,  namely,  on 
the  17th  of  January  last,  an  order  Avas  adopted  by  the 
House,  authorizing  and  directing  the  Committee  to  examine 
witnesses  under  the  solemn  sanction  of  an  oath,  which  order 
is  in  the  words  following,  viz  : 

"  Ordered,  That  the  Select  Committee  heretofore  appointed 
to  consider  and  report  upon  all  that  part  of  the  Governor's 
Message  which  relates  to  secret  political  societies  be  author- 
ized and  directed  in  their  investigations  to  examine  witnesses 
on  oath,  and  that  all  said  witnesses  attending  and  testifying 
before  said  Committee  be  allowed  and  paid  the  same  milage 
and  per  diem  as  is  usually  allowed  to  witnesses  in  attendance 
upon  the  Circuit  Court  of  Anne  Arundel  County." 

This  minority  being  anxious  to  perform  faithfully  and  dil- 
igently the  duties  enjoined  upon  the  Committee  by  the  Hon- 
orable House,  and  looking  to  these  resolutions  and  this  order 
only  for  guidance  as  to  the  scope  of  their  duties  and  mode  of 
performing  them,  believed  themselves  called  upon,  in  con- 
junction with  the  other  members  of  the  Committee,  to  sum- 
mon such  witnesses  before  them,  for  examination  on  oath,  as 
they  might  be  advised  and  had  good  reason  to  believe  pos- 
sessed and  could  give  information  material  and  important  to 
the  elucidation  of  the  truth  in  regard  to  the  subjects  matter 
of  inquiry  committed  to  them.  They  felt  themselves  charged 
by  the  resolutions  to  inquire  by  such  means,  first,  "  Whether 
any,  and  if  any,  what  secret  political  societies  exist  in  this 
State?" 

Secondly, '•  Whether  any  political  society,  secret  or  open, 
is  known  to  encourage  or  pursue  purposes  which  tend  to  the 
subversion  of  the  well  established  and  deeply  cherished  prin- 
ciples of  our  Government?" 

Thirdly,  "  Whether  an}^,  and  if  any,  what  society  or  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  this  State,  or  any  of  the  United  States, 
have  introduced  religious  issues  into  the  field  of  political 
agitation  ?  " 

Fourthly,  To  ascertain,  as  far  as  might  be  within  their 
power,  "  What  is  the  character  and  import  of  the  secrets 
which  are  supposed  to  be  held  or  maintained  by  such  so- 
cieties ?  " 


Fiftlilj,  "  To  use  tlieir  endeavors  to  olatain,  if  possible,  a 
statement  or  description  of  the  principles,  objects  and  pur- 
poses of  such  societies,  and  report  the  same  to  this  House, 
with  such  measures  as  they  might  deem  necessary  for  re- 
straining such  societies  from  violating  the  letter  and  spirit 
either  of  the  Federal  Constitution  or  the  Constitution  of  this 
State  ?  " 

And  they  were  further  authorized  respectfully  to  request 
the  Governor  to  communicate  to  them  any  information  he 
might  possess  in  regard  to  such  societies,  alluded  to  in  his 
message,  and  the  nature  of  the  secrets  they  preserve.  Never 
for  a  moment  supposing  there  could  possibly  arise  any  mis- 
apprehension or  misconstruction  as  to  their  powers  and  du- 
ties, which  appeared  to  them  to  be  so  clearly  and  distinctly 
pointed  out,  they  did  not  fail  to  use  all  proper  means,  rea- 
sonably within  their  power,  to  obtain  such  information  as 
appeared  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  several  subjects 
of  their  inquiry,  and  to  possess  themselves  of  the  names  of 
such  persons  as  were  believed  to  be  capable  and  willing  to 
give  testimony  material  and  important  to  the  investigations 
with  which  the  committee  was  charged.  Nor  did  they  find  it 
necessary  to  use  any  very  active  exertions  to  obtain  informa- 
tion of  this  character  to  an  almost  indefinite  extent ;  for  such 
seemed  to  have  been  the  gratification  with  which  the  public 
received  the  announcement  that  this  investigation  had  been 
ordered  by  the  House  of  Delegates,  that  information  in 
printed  and  written  forms,  and  lists  of  the  names  of  witnesses 
who  could  and  were  willing  to  testify  on  oath  before  the 
Committee,  (if  summoned  and  brought  up  by  authority,)  came 
pouring  in  upon  them  from  all  quarters,  in  many  instances 
without  solicitation  and  to  much  greater  extent  than  they 
thought  necessary  or  ever  proposed  to  call  for  or  use.  aSTeither 
did  they  fail  to  urge  upon  the  Committee,  as  soon  and  as  fre- 
quently as  proper  deference  and  respect  for  the  majority  would 
allow,  the  propriety,  and,  as  they  conceived,  the  necessity  of 
early  action  and  prompt  attention  to  the  duties  assigned 
them. 

The  undersigned  felt  this  necessity  the  more  sensibly  when 
they  reflected  that  this  investigation  had  been  moved  on  the 
part  of  the  majority  of  the  House,  and  resolved  upon  by 
them  without  opposition  from  any  quarter,  with  so  much  ap- 
parently enthusiastic  zeal  and  perfect  unanimity,  and  conse- 
quently, that  any  failure  to  accomplish  the  work  in  a  satis- 
factory manner,  from  whatever  cause,  would  be  a  severe  dis- 
appointment, as  well  to  their  fellow-members,  who  had  or- 
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dered  it,  as  to  the  people  of  Maryland  generally,  if  not,  in- 
deed, also,  to  that  great  puhlic  who  were  believed  to  be 
looking  to  the  results  of  the  labors  of  this  Committee  from 
far  beyond  the  limits  of  our  State.  And,  as  is  not  unusual 
in  such  cases,  the  sense  of  disappointment  might  vent  itself 
in  reproaches  more  or  less  harsh  towards  those  who  were  or 
should  appear  to  be  its  authors,  either  by  omission  or  com- 
mission, the  undersigned  could  not  but  feel  the  desire  to  pro- 
tect both  themselves  and  their  honorable  colleagues  from  all 
such  reproaches. 

This  duty  of  early  and  prompt  action  appeared  to  the  un- 
dersigned to  be  still  more  imperative,  when  they  remembered 
that  it  had  been  one,  at  least,  of  the  avowed  objects  in  raising 
the  Committee,  to  relieve  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
House  from  what  they  seemed  to  consider  and  treated  as  as- 
persions cast  upon  or  insinuated  against  their  fair  fame,  a 
thing  too  precious  always  to  be  lightly  assailed,  but  most 
especially  so  to  gentlemen  holding  the  high  and  responsible 
position  of  Representatives  of  a  free  jDCople  in  their  legisla- 
tive halls.  This  minority,  therefore,  in  their  just  anxiety  to 
proceed,  and  determine  on  their  part  to  avoid  all  unnecessary 
delay,  took  occasion  as  early  as  the  19th  of  January  to  ad- 
dress a  note  to  the  Honorable  Chairman,  (the  Committee  not 
yet  having  been  organized  or  convened,)  furnishing  that 
honorable  gentleman  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  who, 
it  was  believed,  could  give  testimony  material  to  the  investi- 
gations, and  whom  it  was  desired  by  that  note  should  be 
summoned  for  examination. 

No  notice  was  taken  of  that  note  then,  nor  since,  except 
the  acknowledgment  of  its  receipt  before  the  Committee  at 
their  first  meeting,  which  was  not  called  until  the  3,1st  day 
of  January,  and  a  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  majority  at  that 
meeting  to  issue  the  summonses  as  asked  for.  One  of  this 
minority  had,  meantime,  finding  there  was  so  much  delay  in 
the  convocation  of  the  Committee,  asked  of  the  House,  by  an 
order  to  that  effect,  offered  on  the  31st  day  of  January,  au- 
thority to  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  at  the  request  of  any  two 
members  of  the  Committee,  to  summon  witnesses  to  appear 
before  the  Committee,  to  give  testimony,  which  order  was 
opposed  and  rejected  by  the  House,  the  members  composing 
the  majority  of  the  Committee  voting  against  it.  Hence,  it 
appears,  if  there  was  delay  in  the  proceedings  and  a  failure 
to  summon  witnesses  before  the  Committee,  this  minority 
were  faultless,  at  least  in  those  particulars. 

At  this  first  meeting  of  the  Committee,  held  on  the  31st 
of  January,  as  before  stated,  the  Chairman  laid  before  the 


Coramittee  a  note,  addressed  by  liim  to  the  Governor,  on  tlie 
22d  of  January,  as  authorized  by  the  second  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  House,  and  inclosing  to  the  Governor  a  copy 
of  those  resolutions,  together  with  the  Governor's  response 
thereto,  which  document,  though  full  and  explicit,  is  too 
long  for  insertion  here,  but  which  will  be  found  hereto  ap- 
pended. This  minority  could  not,  and  did  not  perceive  in 
the  response  of  the  Governor,  any  thing  which,  in  their 
judgment,  could  vary  their  duties,  or  in  any  manner  lessen, 
as  urged  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee,  their  obligation 
to  proceed  with  the  investigation  ;  which,  if  necessary  at 
first,  (and  of  this,  after  the  action  of  the  House,  in  ordering 
it  to  be  made,  they  were  not  permitted  to  doubt,)  appears  to 
be  rendered  by  that  response  absolutely  imperative ;  for  the 
Governor,  far  from  removing  or  mollifying  in  any  degree 
the  grave  matters  set  forth  in  his  message,  reiterates  and  re- 
affirms his  well-founded  apprehensions,  of  the  existence  of 
the  dangerous  evils  remarked  upon  in  the  message — con- 
gratulates himself  and  the  State  upon  the  ready  zeal  with 
which  the  House  of  Delegates  have  responded  to  his  sug- 
gestions— points  out  freely  and  fully  the  sources  of  his  in- 
formation, and  recommends  to  the  Committee  the  propriety 
of  a  recurrence  to  sundry  published  documents,  and  the  sum- 
moning before  them  of  divers  persons  as  witnesses,  from 
whom  he  has  reason  to  believe,  it  will  be  found  to  be  in  the 
power  of  the  Committee,  to  extract  more  accurate  and  perfect 
information  than  it  has  been,  or  is  in  his  power  to  collect. 
Surely  information  like  this  cannot  form  a  sufficient  apology 
for  forbearing  to  proceed  with  the  investigation  into  facts,  the 
bare  suggestion  of  which  in  general  terms  had,  at  first,  been 
thought  sufficient  to  call  for,  and  demand  the  immediate 
creation  of  a  Select  Committee  armed  witli  plenary  powers, 
by  the  Grand  Inquest  of  the  State,  to  make  a  searching  in- 
vestigation into  their  existence,  and  all  the  minute  particu- 
lars concerning  them,  and  required  to  report  the  appropriate 
Legislative  remedy  for  the  correction  and  future  prevention 
of  the  evil.  This  minority  have  said,  and  must  here  repeat, 
the  facts  and  sources  whence  adequate  proofs  could  probably 
be  drawn,  being  in  this  paper  more  specifically  set  forth, 
seemed  to  them,  not  only  to  render  the  full  performance  of 
the  duties  of  the  Committee  much  more  urgent,  but  were,  at 
the  same  time,  well  calculated  to  expedite  and  facilitate  that 
performance. 

The  majority  of  the  Committee,  the  undersigned  would 
respectfully  suggest,  appear  to  take  a  very  erroneous  view  of 
this  whole  matter,  and  present  it  in  a  most  improper  light, 


when  tliey  would  seem  to  regard  and  treat  it  as  a  con- 
troversy between  the  Governor  and  themselves,  in  which  he 
is  the  accuser,  and  they,  as  members  of  the  Legislature,  the 
accused.  The  Governor  has  accused  no  one  in  particular, 
much  less  the  Legislature,  or  any  member  of  it.  He  has 
spoken  in  his  regular  message,  and  again  in  his  response  to 
the  Select  Committee,  of  what  he  considers  a  great  public 
evil  and  danger  to  those  people  over  whose  interests  and 
general  welfare  he  has  been  appointed  by  themselves  to  hold 
"  watch  and  word.'^  To  the  Legislature,  as  their  more  im- 
mediate representatives,  and  possessed  of  far  more  ample 
powers,  he,  as  in  duty  bound,  communicated  his  appre- 
hensions of  the  dangers  and  evils  which  he  believed  to  be 
threatening  them.  His  duty  done,  it  devolved  upon  the 
Legislature,  if  they  thought  the  i^uhlic  safety  or  the  public  in- 
terest required  it,  (not  otherwise,)  to  take  the  subject  up,  pur- 
sue it,  and  use  the  higher  powers  they  possess  for  correction 
and  remedy.  They  did  take  it  up,  they  therefore  must  have 
thought  the  public  good  required  them  to  pursue  it,  for  none 
can  suspect  this  Legislature  of  a  disposition  to  trifle,  or 
make  sport  with  the  high  powers  intrusted  to  them  by  the 
people.  How,  then,  can  they  stop  short,  and  not  jiursue  the 
subject,  till  the  alarm  be  proved  false,  or  the  danger  re- 
moved ? 

This  minority  have  said  the  Governor  accused  no  one — 
certainly  not  the  Legislature,  nor  the  majority,  nor  the  mi- 
nority of  either  branch  of  it.  He  spoke  of  secret  political  so- 
cieties, inculcating  dangerous  doctrines,  and  having  danger- 
ous tendencies.  He  designated  no  individuals,  or  class,  or 
description  of  officials,  legislators,  or  others,  as  belonging  to 
those  societies.  If  by  possibility  there  should  be  any  mem- 
bers in  the  Maryland  Legislature,  who  are  also  members  of 
secret  political  societies  of  dangerous  principles,  purposes 
and  tendencies,  it  would  be  a  most  melancholy  fact,  the  dis- 
closure of  which  would  be  painfully  afflicting  to  their  fellow- 
members,  and  to  the  whole  people.  The  Governor  has  said 
no  such  thing.  He  has  spoken  of  parties  and  political  so- 
cieties, the  principles,  purposes,  and  practices  of  which 
should  be  always  open  to  the  animadversion  of  all,  Avithout 
just  cause  of  offence  to  any  ;  and  material  facts  concerning 
them  should  be  authoritatively  made  known  whenever  pos- 
sible. 

The  jjublic  good  requires  this.  Every  man  may  not 
know,  and  many,  far  too  many,  do  not  know  thoroughly 
the  principles,  purposes,  or  tendencies  of  the  society  or 
jjarty   with   which   they   may   be   associated,    or   of  which 


tliej  may  consider  tliemselves  memTDers.  The  masses  can 
never  know  the  secrets  or  purposes  of  a  party,  which,  pro- 
fessedly has  secrets,  confined  to  degrees  and  orders,  among 
them,  some  of  which  are  locked  from  all  but  the  few  who 
may  attain  to  the  highest  degrees.  It  will  not  satisfy  the 
public  therefore  to  say,  the  Governor  has  alluded  to  the 
American  party — and  in  so  doing  has  treated  with  indignity 
the  majority  of  the  Legislature — and  this  investigation 
should  not  therefore  be  proceeded  with  ;  and  the  Committee 
will  not  examine  any  one  upon  oath,  because  there  is  a  large 
majority  of  the  members  of  this  Legislature  who  are  mem- 
bers of  that  party,  and  can  speak  for  themselves  and  declare 
their  principles.  All  this  may  be  true,  but  are  you  sure, 
gentlemen,  that  such  of  you  as  do,  or  may  speak,  will  or  can 
proclaim  cdl  the  principles,  objects,  and  purposes  of  that 
party?  Are  you  certain  that  those  who  do,  or  will  speak, 
even  know  them  allf  Again, — are  you  certain  that  none  who 
may  speak,  have  ever  bound  themselves  by  oaths  not  to  make 
full  disclosures,  and  are  therefore  not  at  liberty  to  speak 
fully?  Is  it  past  all  doubt,  that  they  will  be  believed  as 
fully  by  the. public  on  their  mere  laord,  as  equally  respect- 
able gentlemen,  not  of  the  Legislature,  would  be,  if  speak- 
ing or  giving  testimony  under  the  solemn  sanction  of  a 
lawfully  administered  oath,  which  it  would  be  perjury  to 
violate  ? 

But  it  may  be  said,  it  is  unbecoming  their  dignity  to  be 
put  upon  trial !  If  they  are  upon  trial,  who  has  placed  them 
there  ?  Themselves  aloiie  ;  and  it  is  not  usual  for  any  one 
to  give  testimony  or  to  be  a  witness  in  his  own  case.  Indig- 
nant, conscious  innocence  sometimes  demands  investigation, 
and  puts  itself  upon  trial;  but  it  is  seldom  seen  to  shun  or 
shrink  from  investigation  once  begun.  Having  once  con- 
descended to  stoop  to  an  investigation,  however  disagreeable 
such  an  investigation  may  turn  out  to  be  in  its  progress,  it 
knovfs,  too  well,  and  dreads  too  much,  the  pernicious  effect 
upon  public  opinion  of  such  a  step,  ever  to  fall  behind  its  dig- 
nity for  protection,  until  that  innocence  is  made  manifest  by 
the  most  thorough  scrutiny.  May  it  not  be  that  some  will 
say  of  this  case,  that  the  majority,  the  party  Avho  chose  to 
consider  themselves  accused,  not  content  with  being  the 
judges  in  their  own  case,  have  insisted  upon,  and  determined 
to  be  themselves  also,  the  exclusive  luitnesses,  and  not  only  so, 
but  that  their  testimony  shall  be  given  when  and  where  each 
one  pleases,  and  without  the  sanction  of  an  oath  !  What  will 
an  impartial  public  think  and  say  of  such  a  procedure  ? 

For  all  these  reasons  and  considerations,  this  minority  were 
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unwilling,  and  could  not  consent  to  forbear  iirginoj  the  far- 
ther prosecution  of  the  inquiry  by  summoning  and  examin- 
ing under  oath,  other  witnesses  who  Avere  supposed  to  be  per- 
fectly impartial  and  worthy  of  all  credit,  lists  of  whose  names 
they  presented  to  the  Committee  to  the  number  of  nineteen  y 
nine  of  whom  they  had  been  advised  were  some  time  members 
of  the  order,  and  some  of  them  said  to  have  attained  to  the 
highest  degrees  in  it,  but  who  had  withdrawn  fram  it ; — and 
ten  of  whom,  they  had  reason  to  believe  were,  and  are  stilly 
distinguished  and  leadins^  members  of  said  order — all  of  them 
residents  m  the  city  qf  Baltimore,  and  whose  attendance 
could  therefore  have  been  easil}',  speedily  and  cheaply  ob^ 
tained.  But  the  majority  refused  by  a  distinct  vote  to  order 
them,  or  any  af  them,  to  be  summoned,  Messrs.  Kennedy, 
Hall  and  Goldsborough  voting  in  the  negative,  and  Messrs. 
Merrick  and  Smith  in  the  affirmative. 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee,  which  took  place  on 
the  8th  of  February,  after  some  conversation  between  the 
members,  a  sketch  of  the  substance  of  which  will  be  found  in 
the  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  hereto  ap- 
pended, and  a  distinct  and  explicit  statement  by  the  three 
gentlemen  composing  the  majority  of  the  Committee,  that 
the  platform  published  by  the  Convention  held  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia_,  in  June,  1855,  (a  copy  of  which  was  pro- 
duced, marked,  and  is  hereto  appended,)  contained  a  true  ex- 
position of  the  principles  of  the  '•  American  Party,"  and  that 
they  and  their  party  associates  acknowledged  themselves 
bound  by  each  and  every  one  of  the  principles  and  doctrines 
contained  in  that  platform, — Mr.  Hall  offered  the  following 
resolutions  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Governor  in  his  reply  to  the  Com-- 
mittee  of  investigation,  clearly  points  out,  and  identifies  the 
American  Party  of  tlie   Philadelphia    Platform^    published 
in  June,  1855,  as  the  object  of  his  animadversion,  which  was 
unanimously  assented  to. 

2c?.  '•'  Resolved^  That  the  Committee  deem  the  summoning 
of  witnesses  before  it  to  prove  the  statement  or  description 
of  the  principles,  objects  and  purposes  of  the  American 
Party  of  the  Philadelphia  Platform,  published  in  June,  1855, 
as  an  insidt  to  the  intelligence  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
people  of  Maryland,  through  their  representatives."  Upon 
this  resolution  the  vote  of  the  Committee  stood  :  Affirmative, 
Kennedy,  Hall  and  Goldsborough.  Negative,  Merrick  and 
Smith. 

3d  "  Resolved,  That  this  Committee,  in  the  investigation 
of  the   principles,   objects    and    purposes  of  the  American 
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Partj,  deem  it  unnecessary  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
as  the  people  of  Maryland,  in  the  majesty  of  their  power, 
have  furnished  the  Legislature  with  abundant  testimony  of 
the  purity  of  its  principles,  by  the  large  and  respectable 
representation  now  composing  a  part  of  its  body."  On  this 
resolution  the  vote  stood :  Affirmative,  Kennedy,  Hall  and 
Goldsborough.     Negative,  Merrick  and  Smith. 

Mr.  Merrick  then  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

"  Resolved^  That  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Committee  to  carry 
out  fully  the  instructions  and  commands  laid  upon  them  by 
the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  to  report 
fulJy  upon  the  facts  found  upon  an  examination  of  witnesses 
on  oath,  and  also  such  remedy  for  existing  evils,  if  any 
should  be  found  to  exist,  as  in  their  judgment  the  nature 
of  such  evils  may  require."  The  vote  on  this  resolution 
stood  :  Affirmative,  Messrs.  Merrick  and  Smith.  Negative, 
Kennedy,  Hall  and  Goldsborough. 

And  thus,  the  undersigned  regret  to  say,  have  terminated 
the  proceedings  of  this  Committee,  of  which  so  much  has  been 
said,  and  from  whom  so  much  was- expected. 

The  resolutions  above  quoted  affirm,  first,  that  the  Gover- 
nor, in  his  response  to  the  Committee,  points  out  the-  Ameri- 
can party  of  the  Philadelphia  platform  as  the  object  of  his 
animadversion.  This  was  unanimously  agreed  to — no  one 
ever  doubted  it — the  Grovernor  says  so,  and  points  out  that 
platform  as  one  of  the  documents  containing  evidence  of  the 
facts,  or  some  of  the  facts,  the  Committee  were  charged  fco 
inquire  into.  But  lest  (it  would  seem)  he  should  not  be  be- 
lieved in  making  his  own  statement,  the  Committee  resolve 
that  it  is  so.  OF  course  it  can  now  no  longer  be  questioned  - 
by  any  one;  there  the  fact  stands. 

By  the  third  resolution  adopted  by  the  majority,  and  the 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Merrick  and  rejected  by  the  same 
majority,  the  Committee  decided  both  affirmatively  and  neg- 
atively, that  they  would  not  summon  any  witnesses  to  testify 
before  them,  neither  would  they  examine  any  witnesses  upon 
oath,  deeming,  in  the  words  of  the  resolution,  the  "  election 
of  a  large  and  respectable  representation  by  the  peoj^le  of 
Maryland  in  the  majesty  of  their  power,  abundant  testimony  of 
the  purity  of  the  principles  of  the  American  part3^"  How- 
ever good  the  policy  of  so  deeming,  and  of  making  such  a 
declaration  under  certain  circumstances,  this  minority  deny 
that  the  conclusion  is  either  logical  or  justifiable  ; — the  neces- 
sary corollary  being,  that  any  and  every  party,  which  may 
chance  to  elect  a  large  and  respectable  representation,  by 
whatever  means,  are  and  must  be  conceded  to  be  pure,  and 
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above  suspicion  in  their  principles,  to  which  this  minority 
cannot,  and  it  is  hoped  even  the  majority  would  not,  under 
other  circumstances,  bring  their  minds  to  consent ;  for  they 
cannot  admit  the  purity,  nor  the  rectitude  of  the  principles, 
purposes,  nor  objects  of  the  "Black  Republicans,"  or  Aboli- 
tion party,  who  unquestionably  now  have  a  large  and  re- 
spectable representation  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
elected  by  the  people  of  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  "  in 
the  majesty  of  their  ijoioer  ! !  " 

By  the  second  of  these  resolutions,  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee declare  the  performance  of  the  duties  with  which  they 
were  charged,  namely,  the  summoning  of  witnesses  before 
them  to  give  testimony  "  an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of  a 
large  majority  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  through  their  rep- 
resentatives." In  this  declaration,  the  undersigned  could 
not,  and  cannot,  concur,  because  they  cannot  believe  for  a 
moment,  that  this  House  would  have  ordered  any  thing  to  be 
done  which  could  be  construed  into  an  insult  to  the  people 
of  Maryland,  and  also  because  from  some  acquaintance  with 
the  people  of  Maryland,  ■  they  think  themselves  well  war- 
ranted in  saying  those  people  have  both  an  instinctive 
and  an  habitual  love  of  truth,  and  therefore  far  from  feeling 
insulted  by  any  proceeding  calculated  or  intended  to  evisce- 
rate the  truth,  particularly  in  matters  involving  their  rights 
and  interests  ;  nothing,  it  is  believed,  could  give  them  higher 
gratification  than  such  proceedings  as  would  with  greater 
certainty  lead  to  its  full  development.  True,  they  are  a 
proud  and  high-spirited  people — proud  of  their  own  purity  of 
character,  and  proud  of  the  glory  which  encircles  the 
character  of  their  State ;  proud  also  of  the  characters  of  many 
of  their  public  men,  as  reflected  upon  and  adding  to  the  ele- 
vated position  always  heretofore  maintained  by  their  State, 
as  one  of  the  family  of  Republican  Sisters  ;  but  in  proportion 
to  the  intensity  with  which  they  feel  this  just  pride,  is  and 
must  be  the  restlessness  with  which  they  will  hear  of  impu- 
tations, or  suspicions  supposed  to  be  cast  upon  any  portion  of 
those  public  men,  which  are  suffered  to  rest  there,  or  to  pass 
without  full  and  thorough  investigation  being  had  in  the 
most  solemn  manner,  and  the  truth  made  to  shine  forth  con- 
spicuously before  the  eyes  of  all.  This  minority  thought  it 
was  in  obedience  to  the  spontaneous  impulse  of  the  Maryland 
heart  that  this  investigation  was  ordered  by  the  House — they 
know  the  announcement  of  it  was  received  with  evident  sat- 
isfaction by  large  numbers,  and  they  believe  by  a  great  ma- 
jority of  the  people.  Bitter,  therefore,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will 
be  their  mortification  when   they  shall  learn  that  the  at- 
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tempted  investigation  lias  "been  abandoned,  and  the  mantle  of 
dignity  assumed  as  def3'ing  or  forbidding  tbe  inquiry. 

Whatever  the  bad  efiects  likely  to  flow  from  the  cause  re- 
solved upon  by  the  Committee,  this  minority  were,  and  are, 
powerless  to  prevent  them.  They  were  overruled  by  a  de- 
cided majority  of  the  Committee,  who  are  presumed  to  reflect 
the  sentiments  and  wishes  of  the  still  more  powerful  majority 
in  the  House.  The  undersigned  can  then  only  submit  to  a 
power  they  have  no  means  of  controlling;  and,  abandoning  all 
hope  of  obtaining  direct  and  positive  proofs,  as  to  the  mat- 
ters the  Committee  were  commanded  to  inquire  into,  will  now 
proceed  to  examine,  in  the  regular  order  of  their  succession, 
the  several  points  of  inquiry,  and  to  lay  before  the  House  upon 
each  the  next  best  evidence  the  nature  of  the  case  admits  of; 
which  they  cannot  and  dare  not  omit  to  do, — the  obligation, 
resting  upon  them  being  to  perform  their  whole  duty  to  the 
best  of  their  ability,  and  as  fully  and  perfectly  as  the  means 
allowed  them,  or  within  the  reach  of  their  power  can  be  made 
to  avail  to  that  end. 

First,  then,  as  stated  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  report, 
comes  the  inquiry,  "  Whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  secret  po- 
litical societies  exist  in  this  State?"  In  answer  to  this,  the 
undersigned  beg  leave  to  say,  that  it  is  a  fact  so  universally 
known  and  admitted,  as  no  longer  to  admit  of  doubt  or  ques- 
tion, that  there  arose  in  this  State  and  country,  within  the 
last  two  or  three  years,  a  political  society,  formidable  both 
in  numbers  and  its  influence  upon  elections,  whose  principles 
and  purposes  were  for  a  long  time  covered  with  an  impene- 
trable veil  of  secrecy,  and  who,  bound  together  by  secret  oaths, 
recognized  each  other  by  mysterious  signs,  grips  and  pass- 
words, and  acted  always  and  every  where  in  concert,  and  to 
some  common  end  or  purpose. 

This  party  openly  assumed  and  became  generally  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Know  Nothing  ]party.  It  was  not  long  be- 
fore it  became  publicly  known  that  its  members  had  secret 
places  of  meeting  and  conference  in  almost  every  quarter  of 
the  State  and  country,  at  which  proselytes  were  made  and 
received,  and  where  great  vigilance  and  care  were  used  to 
prevent  any  thing  that  was  done  or  said  transpiring  or  com- 
ing to  the  knowledge  of  the  public.  Secrecy  continued  to 
shroud  their  principles  and  purposes  in  darkness;  mystery 
and  novelty  lent  their  united  powers  to  work  upon  excited 
curiosity,  and  are  supposed  to  have  won  them  many  associ- 
ates. Their  successes  in  a  number  of  elections  alarmed  the 
fears  and  awakened  the  anxiety  of  the  public;  these  led  to 
closer  scrutiny  and  more  diligent  inquiry — the  veil  of  secrecy 
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■vras  liy  this  means  partially  penetrated,  and  many  accounts 
of  their  acts  and  doings,  principles  and  purposes,  oecame  the 
themes  of  common  conversation,  and  were  published  in  vari- 
ous newspapers  and  other  public  prints  in  almost  every  State 
in  the  Union.  These  accounts  were  at  first  variant,  and  to 
some  extent  contradictor)'',  but  all  that  have  been  seen  by,  or 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  this  minority,  concur  in  ascrib- 
ing to  this  party,  the  practices  of  observing  secrecy  as  to  their 
movement  and  purposes, — of  binding  its  members  by  forms 
of  oaths,  to  proscribe  from  all  offices  by  their  votes,  or  other- 
wise, if  possessed  of  political  power,  all  persons  not  of  native 
birth,  and  all  members  of  the  Catholic  religion,  and  of  aiming 
at  and  laboring  to  obtain  for  themselves  j)olitical  power  and 
place ! 

This  minority  have  been  furnished  with  the  forms  of  the 
oaths  which  it  is  alleged  are  administered  to  the  members  of 
this  party,  to  each  one  in  succession  as  he  attains,  or  is  raised 
to  the  first,  second  and  third  degrees  in  said  order  or  society, 
which  have  been  p'rinted,  published  and  circulated  in  every 
direction,  and  remain,  so  far  as  this  minority  is  informed, 
without  any  authoritative  contradiction  or  denial,  and  to 
prove  the  correctness  of  which  by  oral  testimony  they  have 
had  suggested  and  named  to  them_,  an  host  of  witnesses, 
none  of  whom  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  majority  (as  has  been 
seen)  to  summon  or  examine !  Here  are  the  forms  of  these 
oaths  and  obligations  : 

OATH  OR  OBLIGATIOX  OF  THE  FIRST  DEGREE. 

'''In  the  presence  of  Almighty  Grod,  and  these  witnesses, 
you  do  solemnly  promise  and  swear,  that  you  will  never  betray 
any  of  the  secrets  of  this  society,  nor  communicate  them 
even  to  proper  candidates^  except  loithin  a  lawful  council  of 
the  order ;  that  you  will  never  permit  any  of  the  secrets  of 
this  society  to  be  written,  or  in  any  other  manner  to  be 
made  eligible^  except  for  the  purpose  of  official  instruction; 
that  you  will  not  vote,  nor  give  your  influence  for  any  man 
for  any  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  unless  he  be  an 
AiiERiCAX  BORN  ciTrzEX,  in  favor  of  Americans  ruling  Amer- 
ica, NOR  IF  HE  BE  A  RoMAN  Catholic  ;  that  you  will  in  all  ^x>- 
litical  matters,  so  far  as  this  order  is  concerned,  comply  ivith 
the  icill  of  the  majority,  though  it  may  conflict  with  your  per- 
sonal preferences,  so  long  as  it  does  not  conflict  with  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America,  or  that  of  the 
State  in  which  you  reside;  that  you  will  nofc,  under  any 
circumstances  whatever,  knowingly  recommend  an  unwor- 
thy person  for  initiation,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  if  in  your 
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power  to  prevent  it;  that  you  will  not  under  any  circum- 
stances expose  the  name  of  any  member  of  this  order,  nor  re- 
veal the  existence  of  such  an  association  ;  that  you  will  answer 
an  imperative  notice  issued  by  the  proper  authority,  obey 
the  command  of  the  State  Council,  president  or  his  deputy, 
while  assembled  by  such  notice,  and  respond  to  the  claim* 
of  a  sign  or  cry  of  the  order,  unless  it  be  j^^iysicaUy  impos- 
sible ;  that  you  will  acknowledge  the  State  Council  of 

as  the  Legislative  head,  the  ruling  authority_,  and  the  supreme 

tribunal  of  the  order  in  the  State  of ,  acting  under  the 

jurisdiction  of  the  national  council  of  the  United  States  of 
North  America  ;  binding  yourself  in  the  penalty  of  excommu- 
nication from  the  order,  the  forfeiture  of  all  intercourse  with 
its  members,  and  being  denounced  in  all  the  societies  of  the 
same  as  a  willful  traitor  to  your  God  and  country," 

Next  comes  the  oath  or  obligation  taken  on  being  elected 
or  admitted  to  the  second  degree,  much  of  which  is  similar 
to  the  preceding,  but  varying  from  that  in  some  essential 
particulars-     Here  it  is, 

"  You,  and  each  of  you,  of  your  own  free  will  and  accord, 
in  the  presence  of  Almighty  Grod  and  tl^ese  witnesses,  y#ar 
left  hand  resting  upon  your  right  breast,  and  your  right 
hand  extended  to  the  flag  of  your  country,  do  solemnly  and 
sincerely  swear  that  you  will  not  under  any  circumstances 
disclose  in  any  manner,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  by  others  if 
in  your  power  to  prevent  it,  the  name,  sign,  pass-words,  or 
other  secrets  of  this  degree,  except  in  open  council  for  the 
purpose  of  instruction.  That  you  will  in  all  things  conform 
to  all  the  rules  and  regulations  of  this  order,  and  to  the 
Constitution  and  By-laws  of  this  or  any  other  council  to 
which  you  may  be  attached,  so  long  as  they  do  not  conflict 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  that  of  the 
State  in  which  you  reside :  th£*  you  will,  under  all  circum- 
stances, if  in  your  power  so  to  do^  attend  to  all  regular  signs 
or  summons  that  may  be  thrown  or  sent  to  you  by  a  brother 
of  this  or  any  other  degree  of  this  order  :  that  you  will  sup- 
port in  all  political  matters,  for  all  political  offices,  members  of 
this  order  in  preference  to  oilier  persons  :  that  if  it  may  be  done 
legally,  you  zuill,  luhen  elected  or  appointed  to  any  official  station 
conferring  on  you  the  poiver  to  do  so,  remove  all  foreigners, 
ALIENS  OR  KOiViAN  CATHOLICS  from  officc  or  place  in  your  gift. 
You  do  also  promise  and  swear,  that  this  and  all  other  obli- 
gations which  you  have  previously  taken  in  this  order,  shall 
be  KEPT  THEOUG-H  LIFE  sacred  and  inviolate.  All  this 
you  promise  and  declare  as  Americans  to  sustain  and  abide 
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by,  without  any  hesitation  or  mental  reservation  whatever, 
BO  help  you  God,  and  keep  you  steadfast." 

Next  comes  the  obligations  or  oath  for  the  third  degree 
members  : 

"  You,  and  each  of  you,  of  your  own  free  will  and  accord, 
in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  and  these  witnesses,  with 
your  hands  joined  in  t(Jien  of  that  fraternal  affection  which 
should  ever  bind  together  the  States  of  this  Union,  forming 
a  ring,  in  token  of  your  determination  that,  so  far  as  your 
efforts  can  avail,  this  Union  shall  have  no  end,  do  solemnly 
and  sincerely  swear  or  affirm,  that  you  will  not,  under  any 
circumstances,  disclose  in  any  manner,  nor  suffer  it  to  be 
done  by  others,  if  in  your  power  to  prevent  it,  the  name, 
signs,  pass-words,  or  other  secrets  of  this  degree,  except  to 
those  whom  you  may  prove  on  trial  to  be  brothers  op 
THE  same  degree,  or  in  open  council  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
struction:  that/ you  do  hereby  solemnly  declare  your  de- 
votion to  the  Union  of  these  States :  that  in  the  discharge  of 
your  duties  as  American  citizens,  you  will  uphold,  main- 
tain, and  defend  it :  that  you  will  discourage  and  dis- 
countenance any  g,nd  every  attempt,  coming  from  any  and 
every  quarter,  which  you  believe  to  be  designed  or  calcu- 
lated to  destroy  or  subvert  it,  or  weaken  its  bonds  :  and  that 
you  will  use  your  influence,  as  far  as  in  your  power,  in  en- 
deavoring to  procure  an  amicable  and  equitable  adjustment 
of  all  political  discontents,  or  differences  which  may  threaten 
its  injury  or  overthrow.  You  do  further  promise  and  swear, 
or  affirm,  that  you  will  not  vote  for  any  one  to  fill  any  office 
of  honor,  profit,  or  trust  of  a  political  character,  which  you 
know  or  believe  to  be  in  favor  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union 
of  these  States,  or  who  is  endeavoring  to  produce  that  re- 
sult :   THAT  TOU  WILL  VOTE  POR  AND  SUPPORT  EOR  ALL   POLITICAL 

OFFICERS,  THIRD  OR  UNK)N  DEGREE  MEMBERS  op 
THIS  ORDER.  IN  PREFERENCE  TO  ALL  OTHERS  :  that  if  it  may 
be  done  consistently  with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the 
land,  you  will,  when  elected  or  appointed  to  any  official  sta- 
tion which  may  confer  on  you  the  power  to  do  so,  remove  from 
office  or  place  all  persons  whom  you  know  or  believe  to  be  in 
favor  of  a  dissolution  of  the  American  Union,  or  who  are  en- 
deavoring to  produce  that  result :  and  that  you  will  in  no  case 
appoint  such  persons  to  any  political  office  or  place  whatever. 
All  this  you  promise  and  swear,  or  affirm,  upon  your  honor,  as 
American  citizens  and  friends  of  the  Union,  to  sustain  and 
abide  by,  without  any  hesitation  or  mental  reservation  what- 
ever. You  also  promise  and  swear,  or  affirm,  that  this  a  nd 
all  other  obligations  which  you  have  previously  taken    in 
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this  order,  shall  ever  he  kept  sacred  and  inviolate.  To  all 
this  you  pledge  your  lives,  your  fortunes,  and  your  sacred 
honors,  so  help  you  God,  and  keep  you  steadfast." 

Of  this  order  there  were  and  are  in  Maryland,  State  and 
suhordinate  councils,  and  lodges  in  various  quarters,  the 
memhers  of  which  take,  or  have  taken,  and  assumed  upon 
themselves,  according  to  the  rank  or  degree  they  hold  or 
held  in  the  order,,  one^  two,  or  all  the  ahove  recited  oaths  or 
ohligations,  as  this  minority  are  advised  and  helieved  would 
have  heen  shown^  by  full  and  perfectly  reliable  oral  proof, 
had  the  Committee  summoned  before  them  and  examined  on 
oath  the  witnesses  named  to  them  for  that  purpose.  This 
minority,  then,  feel  well-warranted  in  answering  the  first 
branch  of  the  inquiries  enjoined  upon  the  Committee,  which 
is,  "  Whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  secret  political  societies 
exist  in  this  State  ? "  by  saying  that^  according  to  the  best 
evidence  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of, — under  the  re- 
stricted exercise  of  the  powers  confided  to  them,  resolved 
upon  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee, — there  was  and  is 
a  secret  political  society  in  this  State  styled  the  Know  No- 
thing society  or  order,  and  latterly  sometimes  called  and 
titling  itself  the  American  Party. 

The  second  point  of  inquiry  enjoined  upon  the  Committee 
was,  "  Whether  any  political  society,  secret  or  open,  is  known 
to  encourage  or  pursue  purposes  which  tend  to  the  subver- 
sion of  the  well  established  and  deeply  cherished  principles  of 
our  government  T' 

To  this  the  response  at  once  occurs,  that  there  are  no  bet- 
ter "  established"  nor  more  "  deeply  cherished  principles  of 
our  government.  State  or  national,  than  those  oi  civil  and^^e- 
ligious  liberty  and  equcdity  amongst  its  citizens — principles 
which  have  been  over  and  over  again  declared  and  proclaimed 
to  be  fundamental  by  the  first  settlers  of  this  State,  by  the 
sages  and  patriots  who  led  us  triumphantly  through  our  rev- 
olutionary struggle,  by  those  who  framed  and  those  who 
adopted  the  federal  constitution,  as  well  as  those  who  or- 
ganized and  adopted  the  constitution  of  Maryland,  and  until 
very  recently,  cherished  in  the  hearts  and  nourished  in  the 
devoted  affections  of  the  whole  American  people.  But,  sad 
to  say,  when  we  turn  to  the  oaths  and  obligations  just 
quoted,  we  find  there  set  forth  as  part  and  parcel  of  those 
oaths  and  obligations,  several  stipulations  and  provisions  at 
war  with  these  sacred  principles,  and  which,  if  carried  out, 
not  only  tend  to  the  subversion  of,  but  actually  subvert  those 
principles  !  See  the  stipulation  or  sworn  pledge  in  the  oath 
of  the  first  degree,  not  to  vote  nor  give  influence  for  any  men. 
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for  any  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  unless  he  he  an  Ameri- 
can horn  citizen,  nor  if  he  he  a  Roman  Catholic  !  See,  too,  the 
next  clause  of  that  oath  hy  which  the  memher  surrenders  his 
own  freedom  of  action,  and  hinds  himself,  in  all  iDoUtical  mat- 
ters, so  far  as  the  order  is  concerned,  (and  none  knows  how 
far  that  may  he,)  to  comply  with  the  ivill  of  the  majority, 
though  it  may  confiict  with  his  ^Jcrsonal preference,  so  long  as 
it  does  not  confiict  with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  or  that  of  the  State  in  which  he  lives  !  See  fur- 
ther the  oath  of  the  second  degree,  where  the  pledge  of  obe- 
dience given  is  "  to  conform  in  all  things,  to  all  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  order  and  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of 
the  council  so  long  as  they  do  not  conflict,"  &c.,  &c.  And 
further  on  in  the  same,  the  oath  reads,  "that  you  (the  mem- 
ber) will  support  in  all  ijolitical  matters ,  for  all  political  offices ^ 
me77ihers  of  this  order  in  p)rcference  to  other  persons ,  and  that  it 
may  he  done  legally,  (strange  legality!)  you  will  when 
elected  or  cippointed  to  any  officicd  stcUion,  conferring  on  you 
the  power  to  do  so,  remove  cdl  foreigners,  aliens  or  Roman 
Catholics  from  office  or  place  in  your  gift ! "  Then  comes 
the  solemn  obligation  and  oath,  that  the  member  is  to 
KEEP  THEOUaH  LIFE,  sacred  and  inviolable,  this  and  all 
other  oUigations  which  he  has  previously  taken  in  the  order, 
and  to  crown  the  whole,  (through  which  there  seems  to  peep 
a  most  material  secret,)  comes  the  clause  in  the  thii^d  degree 
oath,  that  he,  (the  member,)  taking  that  degree,  "  loill  vote  for 
and  support  for  cdl  political  offices  third  or  union  degree  mem- 
bers of  this  order  m  pkeference  to  all  others  ;"  followed  near 
the  close  by  a  renewal  of  the  pledge  to  keep  sacred  and  invi- 
olate all  other  obligations  which  have  been  previously  taken ! 
If  these  do  not  tend  "to  the  subversion  of  the  well  estab- 
lished and  deeply  cherished  principles  of  our  government/' it 
will  be  difficult  to  imagine  or  conceive  of  prinqiples  and  pur- 
poses which  would  have  that  tendency.  Not  only  so,  for 
though  there  are  loud  sounding  passages  often  repeated  in 
those  forms  .of  oaths,  professing  devotion  to  the  constitution 
both  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  State,  it  is  nevertheless 
apparent  to  every  one  who  remembers  or  will  read  those  con- 
stitutions, that  the  principles  and  purposes  above  quoted  from 
the  oaths  and  obligations,  not  only  conflict  with,  but  are  di- 
rectly contradictory  to  and  subversive  of,  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  both.-  What  says  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  ? 
In  Art.  6th,  Section  3d,  is  found  this  solemn  and  important 
injunction  ,  "No  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a 

QUALIFICATION  TO  ANY  OFFICE  OF  PUBLIC  TRUST." 

Not  content  with  this,  such  was  deemed  to  be  the  import- 
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ance  of  this  principle,  and  so  great  was  the  anxiety  of  the 
founders  of  the  repuhlic  to  protect  themselves,  and  us,  and 
those  who  are  to  come  after  us,  from  the  horrors  they  well 
knew,  and  history  teaches  all  have  ever  heretofore,  and  which 
will  for  ever  hereafter  ensue  from  political  infringements  of 
the  rights  of  conscience  ;  that  when  they  came  not  long  after 
to  make  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  the  very  first  arti- 
cle of  those  amendments,  and  the  first  clause  of  that  article 
says,  "  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  estahlish- 
ment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof." 

What,  too,  says  the  Bill  of  Eights  of  Maryland  ?  ''  That 
no  other  test  or  qualification  ought  to  he  required,  on  ad- 
mission to  an,y  office  of  trust  or  profit,  ""than  such  oath  of 
support  and  fidelity  to  this  State,  and  such  oath  of  office,  as 
shall  he  directed  by  this  Convention  or  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  and  a  declaration  of  belief  in  the  christian  reli- 
gion ; "  and  even  this  has  been  since  so  modified,  and  the 
spirit  and  principles  of  perfect  religious  freedom  so  extended, 
as  to  dispense  with  "  the  declaration  of  belief  in  the  chris- 
tian religion,"  to  place  Jews  and  others  who  could  not  make 
that  declaration  on  an  equality  with  all  other  citizens  !  Yet 
we  find  by  those  forms  of  oaths  tivo  tests  are  to  be  applied  as 
indispensable  qualifications  for  all  offices  of  all  grades,  in  the 
gift  of  the  people  or  in  the  gift  or  held  at  the  will  of  any 
member  of  this  order,  namely,  the  candidate  for  office  must 
be  a  native  horn  citizen,  and  must  not  he  of  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic religion ;  the  latter  of  which  tests,  it  has  been  shown,  is 
expressly  prohibited  in  letters  and  words,  and  both  of  them 
are  equally  and  positively  forbidden  by  the  spirit,  general 
scope,  purposes  and  principles  -of  that  Constitution  which 
they  profess  so  frequently  their  purpose  to  maintain  and 
preserve. 

It  has  been  argued  elsewhere,  but  it  is  presumed  none  here 
will  be  willing  to  peril  his  reputation  for  intelligence  by  as- 
serting or  attempting  to  maintain,  that  an  agreement  sol- 
emnly entered  into  by  large  numbers  of  people,  associated 
and  acting  together,  to  apply  by  their  votes  at  the  ballot-box 
a  test  of  qualification  for  office  prohibited  by  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws,  is  no  violation  of  that  Constitutional  provis- 
ion. Where  in  this  republic  resides,  and  abides  the  sover- 
eign power  ?  In  the  people.  For  whom  and  by  whom  was 
the  Constitution  made  and  adopted,  and  upon  whom  does  it 
operate  ?  The  people.  Whose  sentiments,  principles  and 
purposes  does  it  breathe,  and  speak,  and  enforce  ?  Those  of 
the  American  people.  When  and  where,  and  by  whom  is 
sovereign  power  exercised. in  these  United  States?     At  their 
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elections  of  political  agents,  and  functionaries  of  all  grades 
— at  the  ballot  box — by  the  people  !  If,  then,  a  test  of  qual- 
ification for  office  be  then  and  there  applied,  which  is  forbid- 
den by  their  Constitution  and  compact  of  Government,  is  not 
that  compact,  that  Constitution  violated  by  the  highest  au- 
thority, by  the  parties  to  it,  themselves?  And  is  not  this  a 
grosser  and  greater  violation,  than  if  the  same  thing  were 
done  or  attempted  to  be  done  by  some  one  or  more  of  their 
temporary  political  agents,  whose  power  and  authority  is 
merely  derivative  and  limited  ? 

Any  attempt  to  apply  such  tests  by  the  functionaries  of 
Government,  the  mere  agents  of  the  people,  would  be  but 
nugatory  and  vain ;  but  applied  by  the  people  themselves, 
the  actual  sovereigns,  it  becomes  operative  and  effective! 
Will  it  be  pretended,  an  attempt  to  violate  a  sacred  principle, 
which  attempt  is  ineffectual  and  nugatory,  is  more  of  a  vio- 
lation of  that  principle,  than  the  violation  of  it,  by  a  power 
sufficiently  potent  to  give  efficacy  to  their  purpose,  and  tram- 
ple the  principle  in  the  dust  ?  Did  the  fathers  of  the  repub- 
lic, when  they  framed  the  Constitution  and  amended  it,  and 
twice  inserted  the  prohibitory  clauses  before  quoted,  mean  to 
"palter  in  a  double  sense?" — and  whilst  they  prohibited  the 
application  of  these  tests  by  the  mere  agents  of  the  parties 
to  the  compact,  leave  the  actual  parties  themselves  free  and 
unrestrained  to  apply  them  as,  and  when,  and  where,  and  to 
whom,  they  pleased  ?  It  would  be  almost  sacrilege  to  think 
or  say  so.  Did  they  mean  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  no 
person  should  ever  be  required  by  the  judge  or  other  agent, 
whose  duty  it  may  be  to  administer  the  proj)er  oaths  of  fidel- 
ity, &c.,  required  on  induction  into  office,  to  abjure  or  em- 
brace a  particular  religious  creed  or  not, — but  that  such  re- 
ligious test  might  lawfully  be  applied  at  the  election  of  the 
officer  by  themselves  and  their  successors  ?  Or  did  they  not 
rather  mean  totally  and  for  ever  to  repudiate,  denounce,  and 
blot  from  the  face  of  this  fair  country  every  thing  like  big- 
otry, intolerance  and  religious  proscription;  and  substitute 
for  their  children,  and  their  children's  children,  in  the  place 
of  the  gall  and  bitterness  of  mutual  hatred,  mutual  ill-will, 
and  bloody  strife, — the  sublime,  heaven-descended  principles, 
of  entire  freedom  of  conscience,  and  universal  fraternity  and 
love, — perennial  fountains  of  peace  and  happiness  to  all — 
softening  and  binding  together  all  hearts,  and  prompting  to 
mutual  good  offices,  at  all  times  and  places,  in  the  palace 
or  in  the  cottage, — in  the  field  or  on  the  flood  ?" 

But  it  has  been  argued,  that  the  obligations  of  these  oaths 
taken  by  the  order  do  not  require  the  proscription  of  any  per- 
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sons  because  of  tlieir  religion  or  place  of  birth ;  they  merely 
require  the  brethren  never  to  vote  for,  or  give  their  influence 
in  support  of  any  man,  for  any  office,  who  is  not  a  native 
born  citizen,  or  who  may  be  a  Koman  Catholic !  This,  it  is 
said,  does  not  proscribe  them.  Oh!  no.  These  Catholics  and 
naturalized  citizens  are  still  to  be  allowed  to  live  in  the  land, 
to  cultivate  the  soil,  to  work  at  the  mechanic  arts  or  trades, 
to  engage  in  merchandising  if  they  please  ;  nay,  they  may 
even  pursue  any  of  the  learned  professions  if  they  can,  and 
prefer  to  do  so.  The  people  of  both  these  classes  may  live 
and  labor,  and  earn  a  subsistence,  or  even  prosper  and  grow 
rich  by  their  industry,  if  they  can, — provided,  always,  that 
all  offices  of  honor,  profit  or  trust  are  bestowed  only  upon  the 
members  of  "the  particular  order,"  amongst  whom  even,  in 
one  of  the  above  forms  of  oaths,  it  is  stipulated  a  prefer- 
ence shall  always  be  given  to  members  of  the  third  degree ! ! 
If  to  brand  a  man,  or  classes  of  men,  with  disqualification 
from  all  offices  of  every  kind — to  stigmatize  him  or  the  class 
to  which  he  belongs  as  not  worthy  to  be  trusted — to  degrade 
and  reduce  him  below  the  level  of  those  with  whom  he  asso- 
ciates, and  amongst  whom  he  lives,  is  not  a  proscription  of 
that  man  or  class,  then  the  ocean  does  not  roll  its  waves,  nor 
does  the  sun  shine  in  the  heavens  ! ! 

Again,  we  find  in  the  papers  referred  to,  it  is  stipulated 
in  the  oath  of  the  first  degree,  that  the  member,  m  all  politi- 
cal matters,  so  far  as  the  order  is  concerned,  shall  comply  with 
the  will  of  the  majority,  though  it  may  conflict  with  his  ^er- 
sonal  preference  f  And  in  the  second  degree  oath,  it  is  stipu- 
lated that  the  member  loill  support,  in  all  political  matters 
for  all  political  offices,  members  of  this  order  in  preference  to 
all  other  persons.  This  not  only  proscribes  and  proposes  to 
exclude  from  all  offices.  Catholics  and  citizens  not  of  native 
birth,  but  all  other  persons  wJio  are  not  members  of  the  order,  so 
far  as  the  votes  of  the  order  have  power  to  do  it,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  order  can  be  found  to  be  candidates.  This  is  not 
a  "  wild  hunt  after  office,"  but  rather  shows  a  purpose  to 
monopolize  all  offices.  But  to  return.  The  third  degree  oath 
contains  this  clause :  "  that  he,  (the  member,)  will  vote  for 
and  support,  for  all  political  offices,  third  or  union  degree 
MEMBERS  of  tliis  Order  in  preference  lo  all  others."  Now-,  how 
much  of  political  liberty  is  left  to  the  poor  man  who  has  ta- 
ken these  obligations,  or  those  only  of  the  first  and  second 
degrees  ?  Why  literally  none  !  He  is  no  longer  a  freeman!' 
He  is  bound  by  the  forms  of  an  oath  or  oaths,  which  he  is 
taught  to  believe  is  sacred  and  binding,  to  comply  in  all  po- 
litical matters,  so  far  as  the  order  is  concerned,  Wjith  the  will 
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of  the  majoriiy,  thoiigli  it  may  be  contrary  to  his  wishes;  that 
is,  conflict  with  his  personal  preference." 

If,  then,  there  be  two  candidates  for  office  in  a  State,  county, 
or  district,  no  matter  where  or  what  the  office,  high  or  low, 
and  a  voter,  a  member  of  this  order  desires  ever  so  earnestly, 
for  never  so  good  a  reason,  to  vote  for  one  of  them,  and  a  ma- 
jority of  them  wills  it  otherwise,  he — this  member  of  the  or- 
^er — cannot  conform  his  conduct  to  the  dictates  of  his  own 
judgment  or  convictions  of  what  is  right  and  proper,  but  must 
sacrifice  both  and  do  that  which  he  thinks  wrong,  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  majority  of  the  order  !  Call  you  this  freedom, 
or  that  the  exercise  of  free  suffrage  !  Besides,  he  is  bound, 
by  the  second  degree  oath  "  to  siipi^rt  in  all  political  mat- 
ters,/or  all  political  offices,  members  of  this  order  in  prefer- 
ence to  other  persons!  Is  that  a  free  vote?  Can  any  man 
call  that  the  exercise  of  a  proud  prerogative  of  an  American 
freeman,  the  right  to  judge  and  act  freely  and  independently, 
acording  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment  and  conscience, 
upon  all  political  matters — that  right  which  so  pre-eminently 
distinguishes  the  American  citizens  from  and  above  the  citi- 
zens of  all  other  countries  on  the  earth  ?  Assuredly  not,  for 
the  vote  is  neither  free  nor  voluntary  which  is  given  without 
the  approval  of  the  judgment,  contrary  to  the  wish  or  per- 
sonal preference  of  the  voter,  and  in  obedience  to  the  behests 
of  any  other  power  than  the  voter's  own  will,  no  matter  what 
that  power  may  be  or  where  lodged,  whether  in  a  State  or 
National  Council  of  an  order,  or  any  where  else ! 

It  would  be  both  curious,  instructive  and  distressing,  to  be 
able  to  look  in  upon  the  secret  recesses  of  feeling  and  of 
thought,  and. see  their  workings  in  the  heart  of  some  worthy 
citizen,  it  might  be  the  son  of  one  of  those  revered  heroes  who 
sealed'  with  their  heart's  best  blood,  the  charter  of  American 
liberty,  going  up  slow  and  reluctantly  on  an  election  day  to 
deposit  his  vote  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  the  majority  of 
the  order,  or  it  may  be  Council,  and  contrary  to  his  own  will 
and  judgment,  for  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  he  must  go.  His 
obligation  is  active,  not  passive.  He,  according  to  the  form  of 
oath  before  cited,  is  bound  to  support,  not  refrain  from  oppos- 
ing, a  member  of  the  order  in  preference  to  other  persons.  Under 
such  circumstances,  let  us* imagine  what  would  be  his  feelings 
and  reflections.  Would  he  not  think  in  his  heart,  and  grieve 
while  he  thought,  Alas  !  I  once  was  free!  The  spirit  of  lib- 
erty once  nerved  my  soul,  and  I  stood  fearlessly  and  bold  upon 
the  earth,  and  could  and  did  claim  to  be  the  peer  of  any 
man !  But  what  am  I  now  ?  No  longer  free — bound  and 
fettered ;  the  enthralled  instrument  of  others,  and  to  do  their 
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bidding !  This  ballot  (taking  it  out  and  looking  at  it,  he 
might  say  to  himself,)  was  once  in  my  hands  an  evidence 
and  instrument  of  sovereignty,  the  guardian  of  my  rights, 
and  the  creature  of  my  will ;  what  is  it  now?  A  tool  of  bond- 
age, to  be  used  subserviently,  not  to  advance  my  own  will 
and  wishes,  but  to  subserve  the  contrary  will  and  wishes  of 
others  !  This  is  but  a  fancy  sketch,  but  it  may  be  nearer  to 
a  true  picture  than  many  an  original  will  admit. 

A  word  now  upon'the  clause  in  the  obligation  of  the  tliird 
degree,  which  as  quoted,  is  in  these  words:  "That  you  (the 
member)  loill  support  for  all  political  offices,  third  or  union  de- 
gree members  of  this  order  in  preference  to  all  others."  What 
does  this  mean  ?  Are  there  kings,  lards  and  commons  in  this 
society?  First^,,, second  and  third  degree,  and  the  solemn 
pledge  here  to  support  for  sll political  offices,  mqmbers  of  the 
third  degree  in  preference  to  all  others.  What !  are  men  to 
be  supported  in  America  for  office  according  to  rank '?  It  has 
been  thought  that  merit  was  the  only  true  standard  by  which 
candidates  for  political  offices  and  honors  should  be  measured 
in  this  Kepublic,  and  there  is  a  clause  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  which  forbids  the  granting  of  any  title  of 
nobility.  It  sounds  very  much  like  an  order  of  nobility  to 
hear  talk  of  men  of  the  third  degree  of  an  order  to  be  sup- 
ported for  a-ll  political  offices  in  preference  to  all  others  ! ! 
How  far  such  a  provision  comports  with  the  feelings  or  inter- 
ests of  the  substratum  of  the  society,  the  members  of  the  first 
and  second  degrees,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  this  minority  to 
say.  They  therefore  leave  it  to  themselves.  But  they  are 
fpee  to  declare,  that  they  consider  it  repugnant  to  the  nature 
and  genius  of  American  institutions.  Constitutions  and  laws, 
and  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  cdl  free  government  to 
have  established  amongst  them  any  class  or  order  of  men, 
who  claim,  or  have  conceded  to  them  the  right,  by  virtue  of 
any  obligation  resting  upon  any  considerable  portion  of  the 
people  to  that  effect  or  otherwise,  to  be  supported  for  cdl  polit- 
ical offices  in  preference  to  all  others  !  From  all  which,  this 
minority  conclude  and  say,  in  answer  to  the  second  branch  of 
inquiry,  that  according  to  the  evidence  before  them,  they  are 
/of  the  opinion  that  there  has  existed,  and  does  exist,  in  Mary- 
land and  many  other  States  of  this  Union,  an  organized  politi- 
cal society,  which  encourages  and  pursues  principles  and  pur- 
poses which  tend  to  the  subversion  of  the  well  established  and 
deeply-cherished  principles  of  our  Government,  and  that  party 
is  known  and  distinguished  by  the  natne  of  the  Knoio-Notliing 
Society  or  Ordxr,  sometimes  assuming  the  name  of  American 
Party. 
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The  next  and  third  branch  of  the  inquiry  is,  "  Whether 
any  and  what  society,  or  portion  of  the  people  of  this  State, 
or  any  of  the  United  States,  have  introduced  religious  issues 
into  the  field  of  political  agitation  ?"  This  inquiry  has  al- 
ready been  partially  answered,  in  responding  to  those  which, 
immediately  preceded  it,  but  its  importance  still  demands  for 
it  a  separate  consideration. 

This  minority  have  no  evidence  to  show,  neither  have  they 
heard,  nor  do  they  believe  that  any  issues  of  the  character 
indicated,  had  been  to  any  extent  deserving  serious  notice, 
introduced  into  the  field  of  political  agitation  prior  to  the  rise 
and  organization  of  the  Know-Nothing  or  American  party  as 
it  is  sometimes  called.  AVith  that  party,  it  is  well  known  to 
be  a  leading  principle  to  proscribe  by  exclusion  from  all  po- 
litical places  or  offices  of  all  grades,  all  persons  who  are  mem- 
bers of  or  connected  with  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.  They, 
the  Know-Nothing  party,  profess  to  be  a  political  party ; 
have  been  shown  in  the  previous  part  of  this  report,  to  have 
been  organized  with  a  view  to  political  results,  and  to  have 
certain  peculiar  and  singular  principles,  practices  and  modes 
of  procedure,  by  which  they  have  endeavored  and  are  endeav- 
oring to  obtain  political  dominion.  Among  those  principles 
and  practices,  religious  proscription — the  purpose  to  exclude 
from  all  participation  in  the  affairs  of  government,  all  mem- 
bers of  a  particular  religious  denomination,  stands  in  the  fore- 
ground. This  has  been  so  long  and  so  generally  admitted, 
even  by  themselves,,  that  particular  evidence  of  the  fact  can 
scarcely  be  necessary.  But  let  a  few  passages  be  quoted  from 
the  forms  of  oaths  before  quoted  at  length,  which  should  be 
regarded  as  authentic,  because  they  have  long  since  been  pub- 
lished to  the  world,  never  authentically  denied,  and  many  of- 
fers even  made  to  establish  by  legal  and  competent  j)roof, 
their  authenticity  before  the  select  Committee,  which  offers 
were  declined. 

One  of  the  obUgations  in  the  oath  taken  in  the  first  degree  of 
that  society  is,  "  that  you  (the  member)  will  not  vote  nor  give 
your  influence  for  any  man,  for  any  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people, 
unless  he  be  an  American  born  citizen,  in  favor  of  Americans 
ruling  America,  nor  if  he  be  a  Roman-  Catholic."  In  the 
second  degree  oath,  besides  a  re-affirmance  of  the  previous  obli- 
gations taken,  is  the  additional  obligation  assumed  by  the  mem- 
ber, "  when  elected  or  appointed  to  any  official  station  conferring 
on  him  the  power  to  do  so,  to  remove  all  foreigners,  aliens  or 
Roman  Catholics  from  office  or  place  in  your  fhis)  gift."  By 
the  third  degree  oath  these  and  all  previous  obligations  are  re- 
affirmed.     Can  any  thing  more  be  necessary  to  show   the   intro- 
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duction  of  religious  issues  into  the  field  of  political  agitation  and 
by  whom  it  was  done  ? 

Let  us  look  a  little  further  into  their  history  and  composition. 
With  these  oaths,  principles  and  secret  machinery  operating  upon 
bigotry  and  superstition,  both  too  apt  to  be  latent  in  the  human 
mind  and  breast,  and  easy  to  be  excited  to  pernicious  excesses, 
especially  if  fanned  by  hopes  of  gain  or  advancement,  many  will- 
ing brethren  were  found  and  many  votaries  were  led  up  to  the 
secret  recesses  by  the  glimmering  of  the  dark  lantern ;  their 
numbers  and  power  continued  to  swell;  scheming  politicians  now 
began  to  calculate  the  chances  of  elevation  by  uniting  with  them. 
These,  at  first  timid  and  coy,  only  talked  softly  of  the  multitude 
of  citizens  of  foreign  birth,  and  of  bigotry  and  aggressive  ten- 
dencies in  the  Catholic  Church,  not  doubting  their  existence 
elsewhere,  but  rather  whispering  some  doubt  W'hether  they  had 
taken  deep  root  in  America,  but  a  doubt  so  faintly  uttered  as  to 
be  taken  as  equivalent  to  an  assertion  that  there  was  none ;  for  a 
diffusion  and  belief  in  this  unjust  and  groundless  charge  was  an 
essential  element  of  strength  and  success,  and  therefore  never  to 
be  questioped,  except  in  a  form  which  should  confirm  or  strength- 
en it.  They  (these  political  schemers)  inclined  to  think,  too,  it 
would  not,  or  rather,  might  not  be  found,  upon  inquiry  and  ex- 
amination, thereafter  to  he  made^  perfectly  compatible  with  the 
principles  of  American  liberty,  or  the  spirit,  or^  possibly,  the  letter 
of  the  Constitution  either  of  Maryland  or  of  the  United  States, 
to  proscribe  large  classes  on  account  of  religious  belief  or  place 
of  birth. 

Other  successes  in  local  and  general  elections  came.  The 
politicians'  doubts  vanished,  and  thousands,  before  wavering  and 
hesitating  "  'twixt  hope  and  fear,"  took  the  fearful  plunge  and 
were  soon  professed  Know  Nothings,  and  more  became  cordial 
sympathizers.  The  latter  were  necessary  to  full  success,  yet  they 
weie  troublesome,  inasmuch  as,  looking  to  and  expecting  to  fill 
high  offices,  they  found  a  remnant  of  something  within  them, 
(which  need  not  be  named,)  Avhich,  though  it  did  not  often  trou- 
ble them,  still  prevented  them  from  perceiving  how  they  could 
well  reconcile  the  incompatibility  of  taking  the  oath  required 
upon  installation  into  office  to  support  the  Constitution,  and  be 
at  the  same  time  bound  by  other  oaths  and  doctrines  which  re- 
quired them  to  violate  it  in  some  of  its  most  material  and  essen- 
tial parts.  Something  had  to  be  done  for  these  men  of  tender 
consciences,  and  that  something,  when  done,  might  relieve,  or  at 
least  mitigate  the  sufferings  of  brothers  who  had  taken  the  degree, 
but  still  were  troubled  with  occasional  qualms.  A  strong  will, 
we  are  told,  can  always  find  a  way,  and  the  scheme  is  said  to 
have  been  devised  of  usurping  or  borrowing  from  the   Pope  the 
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power  of  granting  dispensations,  and  the  Constitution  was  with 
equal  dexterity  and  ingenuity  construed  to  mean  when  it  says, 
"no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  required,"  as  binding  only  agents, 
and  giving  license  to  the  actual  parties  to  the  compact  to  apply 
any  test  they  pleased  to  whoever  they  pleased.  Their  numbers 
thus  augmented,  the  party  triumphed,  and  Know-Nothingisra  is 
dominant  now  in  Maryland,  "  Tell  it  not  in  Gath ;  publish  it  not 
in  the  streets  of  Eshkalon  !  " 

Maryland,  in  an  especial  manner,  hitherto  the  chosen  seat  of 
liberty,  civil  and  religious, — Maryland,  where  first  shone  forth 
and  peered  above  the  horizon  after  the  darker  ages  the  bright  star 
of  man's  deliverance  from  the  horrors  of  religious  persecution, — 
Maryland,  the  founders  of  whose  dominion  and  the  authors  of 
whose  glory  extended  of  yore  the  hand  of  fellowship  and  the  in- 
vitation of  fraternal  love  to  all,  of  whatsoever  clime  or  creed, 
where  oppression  was  felt,  to  come  and  abide  in  peace  and  free- 
dom within  her  borders, — where,  too,  shines  and  will  for  ever 
shine  on  her  statute  book  of  1649^  W'ilh  the  calm  lustre  of  purity 
and  truth,  the  solemn  enactment,  "  that  no  man  professing  to  be- 
lieve in  Jesus  Christ  should  ever  be  in  any  manner  troubled, 
MOLESTED  Or  DiscouNTENAKCED  on  accouut  of  his  religion," — 
placed  there,  too,  by  the  members  of  the  now  proscribed  Catholic 
Church.  Maryland  is  delivered  over  to  the  fell  spirit  of  bigotry, 
and  the  unholy  creed  of  the  proscription  of  a  religion  and  of 
strangers. 

But  it  has  been  asserted,  if  these  things  were,  they  are  not  now. 
Would  that  it  were  so ;  but  no  sufficient  evidence  of  that  fact  is 
seen.  On  the  contrary,  there  still  exist  councils ,  lodges,  and  all 
the  pariphernalia  and  machinery  of  the  same  party  organization  ; 
oaths  are  still  in  print,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  they  have  been 
rescinded,  repealed  or  annulled  ;  by  their  terras  it  appears  they 
were  intended  to  be  preserved  and  observed  through  life  inviola- 
bly. It  is  known  that  a  certain  Grand  Council  published,  no 
very  long  time  since,  a  platform  which  purported  to  grant  plenary 
indulgence  and  general  absolution  of  and  for  oaths  violated  or 
lesser  secrets  divulged,  and  full  liberty  was  given  to  all  to  speak  of 
things  already  pretty  generally  known,  and  to  divulge  secrets  which 
could  no  longer  be  kept,  because  before  disclosed.  The  license 
was  specific,  and  of  necessity,  therefore,  does  not  include  ^)ings 
not  specified.  There  is  an  old  legal  maxim  to  this  effect,  "  ex- 
pressio  unius  est  exclusio  alterius.^^  There  is  something  then, 
yet,  and  it  may  be  much  and  important  matter,  locked  in  the 
sanctum  sanctorum  of  "  the  order,"  which  vulgar  ears  are  not 
allowed  to  hear  nor  vulgar  eyes  permitted  to  look  upon. 

A  distinction  is  now  taken  between  this   Know-Nothing  party 
and  what  is  called  the  American   party.     The  name  of  Know- 
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Nothing  is  repudiated.  We  will  inquire  presently  whether  their 
principles,  practices  and  purposes  have  been  similarly  disposed 
of.  Should  it  turn  out  that  this  is  one,  it  will  not  be  the  first 
instance  by  very  many  of  individuals  or  societies  becoming 
ashamed  of  their  origin  and  renouncing  their  names  and  asso- 
ciates. But  some  of  these  have  found  it  difficult  to  throw  off  or 
obliterate  all  family  features  and  peculiar  characteristic  marks. 

The  American  party, — what  is  it  ?  Verily  it  is  difficult  to  tell. 
The  appellation  is  a  proud  one.  The  term  Jimerican  applies 
equally  to  all  citizens,  at  least  of  these  United  States.  It  would 
seem  to  be  an  absurdity,  therefore,  to  assume  it  as  a  designation 
of  any  particular  portion  of  those  citizens,  or  of  a  political  party 
amongst  them.  Names  are  properly  taken  and  used  to  distin- 
guish men  and  things  from  each  other.  'They  are,  or  should  be, 
the  sign  or  sound  which  conveys  to  the  mind  the  ideas  associated 
with  and  distinguishing  from  others  the  man  or  set  of  men,  the 
principles,  policy,  political  association  or  other  thing  to  which  itis 
applied.  This  is  the  proper  use  and  office  of  names.  When, 
therefore,  a  term  is  assumed  and  used  as  a  name,  which  has  not 
this  definite  sense,  but  is  equally  applicable  to  thousands  and 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  other  men  and  things  than  those  meant, 
it  causes  a  confusion  of  ideas  in  the  mind,  leading  inevitably  to 
delusion  and  deception. 

Diplomatists  have  said  that  language  is  used  to  conceal  ideas. 
If  this  be  so,  and  concealment  and  deception  be  the  purpose  and 
policy  of  this  newly  baptized  "American"  party,  then,  indeed, 
the  name  has  been  wisely  appropriated  ;  for  it  certainly  has  and 
will  continue  to  effect  those  ends.  History,  however,  tells  us 
that  the  purposes  of  the  presumptuous  ambition  of  the  Babylon- 
ian hosts  were  frustrated  by  a  confusion  of  tongues,  and  conse- 
quent confusion  of  ideas.  Something  of  not  a  very  dissimilar 
fate  seems  to  be  impending  over  the  heads  and  likely  to  befall  the 
ambitious,  not  to  say  evil,  designs  of  certain  recently  organized 
hosts  in  this  country,  usurping  the  name  and  style  oi  Jlmericans. 
They,  or  their  high  priests,  were  dispersed  from  a  Grand  Council 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  June,  1855,  with  a  remark-able 
confusion  of  ideas  and  purposes.  Large  fragments,  fleeing  to  the 
North-east  and  gathering  around  them  there  thfe  multitude,  de- 
nounced in  divers  places  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  Grand  Na- 
tional Council  from  which  they  were  scattered  ;  and  we  find, 
among  other  things,  a  platform  of  the  "  American  party," 
put  forth  in  Massachusetts,  and  re-echoed  and  responded  to  with 
great  unanimity  by  professed  members  of  the  party  there,  of  high 
and  low  degree,  in  which  the  Grand  National  Council  of  Phila- 
delphia is  severely  rebuked,  and  other  principles  and  purposes 
solemnly  set  forth  in  the  following  words  : 
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Whereas,  the  aggressive  policy  \vhich  has  been  uniformly  pur- 
sued by  the  slave  power  from  the  commencement  of  our  national 
existence,  down  to  the  abrogation  of  the  Missouri  compact,  evm- 
ces  a  determination  to  "crush  out"  the  sphit  as  well  as  thejorms 
of  liberty  from  among  us,  and  to  subject  the  free  states  to  a  relent- 
less despotism  ;  and  whereas,  the  success  of  the  Southern  dele- 
gates to  the  National  Council  recently  held  in  Philadelphia,  in 
makinf  abject  and  uncomplaining  submission  to  pro-slavery  legis- 
latioyi,  a  fundamental  article  in  the  creed  of  the  JS'^ational  American 
Party,  renders  it  imperative  upon  us  to  express  our  views  upon 
the  great  question  of  the  country  and  the  age  :  Therefore  we 
declare, 

1.  That  the  action  of  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial 
departments  of  the  government  ought  to  be  controlled  by  the 
principle  taught  by  the  framers  and  purest  interpreters  of  the 
Constitution,  that  ^^  freedom  is  national  and  slavery  sectional.'^ 

2.  That  repose  for  the  country  and  stability  to  the  Union,  must 
be  sought  by  relieving  the  general  government,  so  far  as  its  juris- 
diction extends,  of  all  connection  with  and  accountability  for 
American  slavery. 

3.  That  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  State  in  its 
legislation  and  judiciary,  should  be  maintained  inviolate. 

4.  That  the  great  barrier  to  slavery  ruthlessly  broken  by  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  prohibition,  ought  to  be  speedily  restored, 
and  that  in  any  event,  no  State  erected  from  any  part  of  the  terri- 
tory covered,  by  that  compromise,  ought  ever  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  a  Slave  State. 

What  Marylander  can  belong  to  a  party  professing  such  doc- 
trines as  these  ?  Yet  they  are  put  forth  as  the  doctrines  of  the 
"American  Party!"  In  Louisiana  again,  the  proceedings  at 
Philadelphia  are  rejected  and  denounced  at  a  State  Convention 
of  the  Order,  and  the  eighth  article  of  the  Philadelphia  Platform, 
is  repudiated  for  the  reason,  as  they  expressly  declare  in  their 
platform,  that  it  proscribes   men  on  account    of  their  religion. 

.  Again,  in  the  same  State,  we  find  at  a  meeting  of  the  Councils 
of  the  City  of  New  Orleans,  this  last  Convention,  which  they  of 
New  Orleans  style  "  the  State  Wigwam  of  Louisiana,"  is  in  its 
turn  denounced,  their  proceedings  rebuked,  and  it  is  declared  that 
"  this  self-styled  American  party  of  Louisiana,  has  become  a 
distinct  faction."     The  lesser  body  denouncing  the  greater  as  a 

faction  ! 

Again,  we  find  more  recently  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  this  beautiful  scene  of  "  confusion  worse  confounded." 
First,  the  larger  number  of  those  elected  to  that  body  under  the 
name  o^  Americans,  go-off  and  become  identified  with  those  who 
are  more  properly  called  the  Black  Republicans,   and  struggle  to 
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elevate  and  jRnally  succeed  in  elevating  to  the  Speaker's  Chair  a 
man  who  is  regarded  as  the  impersonation  of  Northern  Abolition- 
ism and  sectional  doctrines.  Is  this  Americanism  ?  Next,  we 
find  there  a  small  body  of  men,  some  forty  or  thereabouts,  pro- 
cessing to  be  the  "  Simon  Pures"  of  the  American  party,  one  of 
whom  says  it  is  a  principle  of  his  party  to  proscribe  men  on  ac- 
count of  their  religious  opinions,  and  another  says  it  is  not.  One 
thinks  citizens  not  native  to  the  soil,  should  for  ever  be  excluded 
from  all  offices  of  honor,  profit  or  trust — another  advances  and 
advocates  the  contrary  opinion.  "  Who  shall  decide  when  doc- 
tors disagree  ?" 

Hear  Mr.  Eustis,  one  of  these  "  Simon  Pures,"  and  a  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  from  Louisiana.  He,  (Mr.  Eus- 
tis,) in  the  course  of  his  remarks  in  reply,  on  the  7th  of  January, 
1856,  to  remarks  made  some  days  before  by  Mr.  Bennett  of  Mis- 
sissippi, said  :  "  He  would  take  occasion  to  state  in  a  very  few 
words,  the  position  occupied  by  the  American  party  of  Louisiana 
on  the  subject  of  religion.  That  party  in  Louisiana  held,  and  he 
hoped  to  God  it  would  be  so  held  in  every  State  of  this  Union, 
as  a  cardinal  maxim,  that  religious  faith  was  a  question  between 
each  individual  and  his  God,  and  they  considered  any  attempt  to 
circumscribe  or  abridge  religious  freedom,  was  unworthy  of  our 
great  country  and  a  violation  of  the  organic  law  of  the  land.  With 
this  spirit,  the  American  Party  of  Louisiana  had  repudiated  the 
''eighth  article  of  the  Philadelphia  Platform,  and  he  now  repudiated 
it  IN  TOTO.  He  cared  not  what  construction  gentlemen  in  per- 
fect good  faith  might  be  pleased  to  place  upon  that  article.  He 
knew  that  gentlemen  had  said  that  tbey  meant  nothing  by  that 
Efirticle — that  the  construction  which  they  placed  upon  it  could  not 
be  considered  offensive  to  American  Catholics,  and  that  therefore 
it  was  inoperative.  But  the  words  were  there — they  were  in  white 
and  black,  and  were  offensive  and  insulting  to  American  Catho- 
lics. If  the  American  Party  meant  nothing  by  the  eighth  article, 
they  should  erase  it  from  their  platform,  for  it  was  a  blot  on  the 
history  of  our  country.  That  portion  of  their  platform  had  driven 
thousands  from  their  ranks  who  coincided  with  them  in  other  re- 
spects ;  for  the  American  people  would  never  unite  in  a  cru- 
sade against  American  Catholics.  He  would  rather  that  his  right 
arm  should  wither  than  be  connected  with  any  party  whose  pur- 
pose was  to  proscribe  American  Catholics  in  this  great  country. 
Gentlemen  had  talked  about  the  Pa^al  power.  It  made  him 
blush  when  lie  saw  the  Protestant  Church  dragging  its  robes  in 
the  mire  of  politics.  The  Legislatures  were  full  of  gentlemen 
with  black  coats  and  v/hite  cravats,  and  even  Congress  contained 
gentlemen  of  that  cloth." 

These  are  excellent  sentiments,  and  as  he  states  that  thousands 
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have  been  driven  by  the  odious  eighth  article  from  their  ranks, 
they  (this  Chameleon  party)  may,  on  that  account,  make  an  era- 
Sure  of  the  article  from  the  paper,  and  attempt  to  blot  out  the  blot 
upon  the  history  of  the  country.  (Would  that  the  principle  could 
be  erased  from  their  hearts  !)  But  they  are  not  prepared  for  that 
here  yet — their  necessities  are  not  yet  sufficiently  pressing  in 
Maryland,  to  force  upon  reluctant  bigotry  that  measure  of  poli- 
cy. The  American  Party  of  the  Philadelphia  Platform,  whole 
and  entire,  is  still  the  creed  and  boast  here  ;  but  the  time  will 
come  and  that  soon,  when  the  paper  will  be  erased.  How  many 
such  an  erasure  will  deceive,  will  remain  to  be  seen. 

But  let  us  now  hear  ^Nlr.  Smith,  another  of  these  "  Simon 
Pures"  and  a  member  from  Alabama,  whose  speech  in  Baltimore 
will  long  be  remembered  by  that  people,  and  who  in  the  course  of 
his  reply  to  "Slv.  Eustis,  said  :  This  brought  him  to  the  fundamen- 
tal principle  of  the  American  party.  It  was  not  religious,  but 
political.  He  denounced  Roman  Cntholics  because  spiritually, 
temporally  and  politically,  they  owed  allegiance  to  the  Pope, 
above  the  Constitution  of  the  tJnited  States,  and  at  the  proper 
time  he  would  adduce  the  highest  authorities  to  sustain  him  in 
the  position  he  had  assumed.  And  here  he  would  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,  that  if  the  Catholics  of  that  State  were 
not  Roman  Catholics,  they  did  not  come  under  the  ban  of  the 
American  Party." 

Here  we  have  the  full  measure  of  the  true  spirit  of  the  far-famed 
eighth  article.  The  honorable  gentleman  first  imputes  a  slander, 
and  then,  under  cover  of  that  slander,  places  the  Catholic  com- 
munity under  the  ban  of  the  American  Party.  But  one  more 
instance. 

Mr.  Flournoy,  the  defeated  candidate  and  organ  of  the  Ameri- 
can Party,  at  the  late  Gubernatorial  election  in  Virginia,  published 
a  letter  in  which  he' announced  the  principle  of  proscription,  and 
stood  upon  it  throughout  the  canvass. 

Here,  in  this  Legislature,  some  avowed  members  of  that  Party 
tell  us  they  are  altogether  averse  to  all  kinds  of  religious  proscrip- 
tion— and  anon  papers  are  presented,  coming  from  known  mem- 
bers of  the  party,  assailing  with  slander  and  calumny,  and  vile 
detraction,  harmless,  pure,  innocent  and  helpless  females  of  the 
Catholic  Church  ;  and  they  are  received  by  a  party  vote.  If  after 
seeing  all  this,  and  considering  it,  any  one  can  tell  what  is  the 
American  Party,  he  must  be  gifted  with  powers  of  discrimination 
much  beyond  those  of  ordinary  men  : — and  if  the  fate  which  be- 
fell the  laborers  on  the  tower  of  Babel,  does  not  attend  this  con- 
fusion of  names,  purposes  and  principles,  the  laws  of  nature 
must  have  been  reversed,  and  similar  causes  have  ceased  to  pro- 
duce similar  effects. 
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But  the  majorit)'  of  this  Committee  have  condescended  to  be  a 
little  more  specific,  and  have  told  us  what  they  mean  by  the 
American  party,  and  say  it  is  the  American  Party  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Platform,  published  in  June,  ]855,  a  copy  of  which  platform 
they  produced  in  Committee,  where  it  was  marked,  and  is  now 
hereto  appended,  and  by  each  and  all  of  the  provisions  and  stipu- 
lations of  which  they  have  declared  that  they  and  their  associates 
are  bound  and  adhere  to.  This  much  then  is  reduced  to  certain- 
ty— let  us  therefore  discard  for  the  present  any  thing  outside  of 
this,  and  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  this  document,  its  origin, 
progress,  principles,  provisions  and  obligations. 

First,  then,  where  does  it  come  from  ?  From  the  Grand  Na- 
tional Council  of  the  American  order^  held  in  the  City  of  Phila-  « 
delphia  in  the  month  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty-five.  Who  composed  that  Grand 
National  Council  ?  A  large  number  of  delegates  from  the  various 
States  of  the  Union.  Well,  but  by  whom  were  they  delegated, 
who  elected  or  appointed  them,  who  sent  them  there  ?  The  va- 
rious Know-Nothing  Lodges  or  Councils  throughout  the  Union. 
Then  they  were  Know-Nothings  or  the  representatives  and  agents 
of  Know-Notbings,  and  this  Grand  National  Council  of  the  Ameri- 
can order  dwindles  into  nothing  more  nor  less,  than  a  congrega- 
tion of  Know-Nothings  ;  all  besides,  in  its  tilting,  is  fuss  and 
words,  "  signifying  nothing."  As  Know-Nothings,  they  must 
have  taken  one  or  more  of  the  oaths  according  to  the  formula 
hereinbefore  recited,  and  were  bound  by  them  and  all  their  pro- 
visions ;  and  it  no  where  appearing  that  they  renounced  Know- 
Nothingisrb,  they  must  be  presumed  to  have  continued  throughout 
their  deliberatioris  and  still  to  be,  in  fact  Know-Nothings.  The 
term  Know-Nothings  is  known  to  be  now  disagreeable  to  some 
gentlemen,  and  sometimes  produces  a  little  flushing  of  the 
cheek  ;  but  in  tracing  genealogy,  accuracy  in  the  use  of  names  is 
necessar3^  That  is  the  work  at  this  moment  in  hand — as  soon 
as  it  is  accomplished,  the  regular  descent  shown,  and  the  title  of 
the  heirs  established,  no  further  offence  will  be  given  in  that  re- 
gard, but  the  heirs  and  successors  will  be  designated  by  their 
newly  chosen  name.  Proof  of  actual  identity  is  the  only  object 
here — what  offence  it  may  give  or  has  given  to  associates,  or  for- 
mer companions  and  collateral  relations,  to  find  the  possessors  of 
the  family  property  renouncing  and  ashamed  oi"  the  fcwiily  name, 
and  it  may  be  of  some  of  themselves,  is  a  matter  exclusively  with 
them. 

This  Grand  Council  met  and  published  in  June,  1855,  a  plat- 
form styled,  "  Platform  and  principles  of  the  American  organiza- 
tion. "  This  council  had  a  delicate  and  most  diflScult  task  to  per- 
form in  preparing  this  platform.     There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
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primary  object  with  most  of  them  was  to  consolidate  all  the  dis- 
cordant and  conflicting  elements  which  entered  into  the  composi- 
tion of  Know  Xothingism  in  the  various  States,  sections  and  dis- 
tricts in  the  United  States  into  one  great,  powerful  and  controlling 
political  machine.  It  was  probably  immaterial  to  most  of  them 
what  peculiar  views  or  principles  prevailed — the  question  was, 
could  the  various  and  contrarient  views  and  purposes  and  princi- 
ples be  harmonized  or  reconciled,  or  so  evaded  as  to  bring  into 
concerted  political  action  materials  for  a  large  and  powerful  party, 
sufhciently  dispersed,  and  sufficiently  numerous,  to  control  the 
elections,  and  place  the  power  of  the  State  and  national  govern- 
ments in  their  hands  ?  The  first  thing  was  to  get  clear  of  iheold 
na)ne,  which  was  low  and  vulgar  in  sound  and  origin,  and  on  tliese 
and  other  grounds  very  objectionable.  This  was  not  so  difficult 
a  task — the  designation  oi  American  had  long  been  familiar,  and 
would  be  acceptable  to  every  one — it  was  nomen  generalissi- 
mu7n,  and  could  be  made  to  cover  all  shades  of  opinion,  principle 
or  purpose  ;  besides  many  not  of  the  society  would  still  claim  that 
name — none  would  refuse  to  be  called  by  it  unless  he  had  time  to 
stop  and  specify  his  reason,  because  it  was  a  common  name  for, 
and  equally  applicable  to  all  citizens  of  the  country.  This  would 
cause  a  great  show,  delusive  to  be  sure,  but  still  a  great  show, 
and  diffuse  a  high  idea  of  the  numbers  and  strength  of  the  party, 
and  thereby  win  over  all  the  fence- yneti,  who  are  so  constantly  on 
the  watch  to  find  out  and  unite  with  the  strong  side,  and  thus  add 
to  the  real  strength  of  the  party — the  primary  object.  The  name 
of  Know  Nothing  was  therefore  thenceforward  for  ever  renounced, 
discarded  and  repudiated,  and  that  of  American  assumed  and  ap- 
propriated in  its  place. 

Next  arose  a  question  which  gave  them  much  more 
trouble,  and  though  managed  and  disposed  of  with  masterly 
skill  at  the  time,  has  been  found  to  annoy  them  ever  since, 
and  still  annoys  and  distracts  them  exceedingly.  This  was 
one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  order — had  been 
and  stlil  was — and  is  fundamental  in  all  the  lodges  and 
councils  of  the  Know  Nothings,  their  founders  and  pro- 
genitors. This  was  the  question  of  religious  proscription — 
that  principle  could  not,  must  not  be  discarded — the  pre- 
judiced, the  bigoted  and  the  ignorant  dupes  were  too 
numerous  for  that — they  formed  the  basis  on  which  rested 
all  the  hopes  of  ultimate  success,  the  great  mass  of  the  order. 
They  must  be  kept  steadfast,  and  this  hatred  of  Catholics 
(strong  with  many  of  them  as  the  antagonism  of  good  and 
evil)  was  the  chief  principle  of  cohesion  amongst  them.  But 
on  the  other  side  there  were  a  considerable  number  of  Catho- 
lic voters  in  the  country,  who.  with  one  accord,  must  resist 
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thing  itself  was  wrong — contrary  to  the  nature  and  origin 
of  all  our  political  institutions,  forbidden  in  terms  by  the 
Constitutions  of  the  country,  State  and  National,  and  abhor- 
rent to  a  common  sense  of  justice,  All  this  could  be  gotten 
over ;  the  legality,  constitutionality  or  morale  of  the  thing 
was  not  so  very  materiaL  The  Catholic  vote  too  was  not 
of  much  consequence  when  weighed  against  the  great  masses 
of  the  country.  But  there  were  the  Democrats  !  these  were 
indeed  formidable,  known  to  have  the  real  good  of  the  coun- 
try at  heart,  such  of  them  at  least  as  stood  firm,  and  had  not 
been  and  could  not  be  seduced  into  lodges  and  councils,  nor 
severed  from  their  propriety  by  feelings  of  resentment 
springing  from  disappointment  in  applications  for  office  for 
themselves  or  their  friends.  With  them  the  principle  of  co- 
hesion was  devotion  to  the  Constitution  and  laws,  the  com- 
mon good  and  equal  rights,  civil,  religious,  and  political  of 
all  citizens.  The  new  party  had  already  taken  from  them 
all  the  exuvife  and  venality  which  had  once  hung,  and  will 
gather  around  all  great  parties ;  yet  they  were  still  strong 
and  powerful,  the  more  so,  because  of  their  purification^  and 
would  oppose  a  determined^  uncompromising  resistance  to 
this  unjust  and  unconstitutional  principle  of  religious  pro- 
scription, and  to  the  party  that  upheld  it,  by  whatever  name 
called. 

There  were  many,  very  many,  old  Whigs  too,  who,  con- 
curring with,  and  equaling  the  Democrats  in  their  devotion 
to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  as  well  as  in  jDatriotic  at- 
tachment to  the  common  rights  and  common  good  of  all 
citizens,  Avould  frown  with  indignant  scorn  upon  such  a 
principle  and  purpose,  and  either  themselves  make  an  or- 
ganized resistance  to,  the  new  party,  or  uniting  with  the 
Democrats,  insure  its  defeat.  What  was  to  be,  what  could 
be  done  in  this  dilemma  ?  What,  but  a  resort  to  cabalistic 
words,  phrases  and  sentences  !  This,  their  previous  famili- 
arity with  cabalistic  arts  and  characters,  rendered  an  easy 
and  familiar  task.  It  was  all  they  could  do  consistently 
with  the  great  controlling  end  and  purpose, — the  success  of 
the  'party.  Many,  very  many  must  be  deceived  about  this 
principle  of  proscription,  or  the  party  must  be  lost — it  was 
not  material  who  was  deceived,  a  vote  would  count  as 
well  from  one  side  as  the  other — some  of  all  parties  might  be 
deceived,  and  hence  would  come  a  double  gain.  There  were 
large  numbers,  it  was  true,  who  probably  could  not  be  de- 
ceived— these  had  to  be  given  up  as  lost,  and  with  them  the 
hazards  of  battle  encountered. 
3 
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From  siicli  calculations  and  speculations  must  Lave  sprung 
forth  the  famous  eighth  article  of  the  platform.     Here  it  is. 

"  Resistance  to  the  aggressive  policy  and  corrupting  tenden- 
cies of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  our  country,  by  the  ad- 
vancement to  all  political  stations,  executive,  legislative,  judi- 
cial or  diplomatic,  of  those  only  who  do  not  hold  civil  alle- 
giance, directly  or  indirectly,  to  any  foreign  power,  whether 
civil  or  ecclesiastical,  and  who  are  Americans  by  birth,  educa- 
tion and  training,  thus  fulfilling  the  maxim,  '  Americans  only 
shall  govern  America.'  The  protection  of  all  citizens  in  the 
legal  and  proper  exercise  of  their  civil  and  religious  rights 
and  j)rivileges ;  the  maintenance  of  the  right  of  every  man 
to  the  full,  unrestrained,  and  peaceful  enjoyment  of  his  own 
religious  opinions  and  worship,  and  a  jealous  resistance  of 
all  attempts  by  any  sect^  denomination  or  church,  to  obtain 
an  ascendency  over  any  other  in  the  State,  by  means  of  any 
special  privileges  or  exemption,  by  any  political  combination 
of  its  members,  or  by  a  division  of  their  civil  allegiance  witli 
any  foreign  power,  potentate,  or  ecclesiastic." 

Look  at  it,  read  it,  study  over  it,  and  you  will  find  in  its 
structure,  arrangement,  words,  sentences  and  whole  context, 
proofs  conclusive  of  the  actuating  motive,  the  general  object, 
and  particular  purposes  with  which  it  was  put  together.  The 
examiner  will  find  it  like  certain  prints,  which,  to  the  eyes 
of  the  casual  or  ordinary  observer,  present  certain  figures 
grouped  together,  about  which  he  notices  nothing  remark- 
able or  striking,  but  which  if  he  gaze  at  one  of  them  fixedly 
and  attentively  for  a  little  while,  so  attentively  as  to  bring 
to  the  eye  those  rsxjs  only  which  are  reflected  from  the  picture, 
excluding  all  others,  will  gradually  seem  to  unfold  itself  and 
present  to  his  view  feature  after  feature  of  an  extended, 
varied  and  complimented  scene.  So  it  is  with  this  eighth 
article — it  is  necessary  to  view  it  closely  and  thoughtfully ; 
so  viewed,  gradually  its  true  features  and  meaning,  its 
characteristic  purposes  and  principles,  will  unfold  them- 
selves to  the  scrutinizing  mind  from  its  artfully  woven 
web,  and  the  principle  of  proscription,  both  of  Catholics  and 
citizens  of  foreign  birth,  which  stands  so  prominently  in  the 
foreground  of  Know  Nothingism,  will  be  seen  as  the  lead- 
ing, almost  the  only  noticeable  and  peculiar  principle  or 
purpose  here  put  forth. 

"  Resistance  to  the  aggressive  policy  and  corrupting 
tendencies  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  our  country,  by 
the  advancement  to  all  political  stations,  executive,  legisla- 
tive, judicial  or  diplomatic,  of  those  only  who  do  not  hold  civil 
allegiance,   directly   or   indirectly,   to   any   foreign   power, 
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whether  civil  or  ecclesiastic,  and  who  are  Americans  hv  birth  > 
education    and    training."     Resistance    to    the    acro-ressive 
policy  and  corrupting  tendencies   of  the  Roman  °Catholic 
Church  m  our  country!     A  most  pregnant  clause  indeed 
tills— one  that  carries  with  it  the  asseveration  that  the  Catho- 
lic Oliurch  m  our  country  is  aggressive  in  its  policy,  is  cor- 
rupting m  Its  tendencies.     That  is,  the  Catholic  Church  in 
this  country  does  systematically,  as  a  rule  of  policy,  encroach 
or  commit  aggressions  upon  the  rights,  interests,  property 
powei-  or  privileges,  civil,  political  or  religious,  of  some  body 
politic,  natural  or  corporate;  and  moreover  is  corruptino-  in 
Its  tendencies.     This  is  the  broad,  positive,  unqualified"  as- 
sertion     Who  that  understands  the  English  language,  can 
read  the  words  quoted,  and  make  any  thing  less  of  them  ? 
JNo  one  !     How,  when,  where,  upon  what  rights,  interests,- 
property,    powers    or    privileges,     this     aggressive     policy 
operates,  or  who  or  what  is  corrupted  by  these  corrupting 
tendencies,  is  neither  stated  nor  intimated  !     It  was  enough 
and  best  to  make  the  charges  broad  and  indefinite :  bigotry 
would  furnish  believers  and  propagators.     If  made  specific, 
the  danger  was  imminent— it  would  be  disproved  — va^ue 
and  uncertain  as  it  was,  it  could  not  be  met  by  proof  and 
could  only  be  denied  in  terms  as  general  as  those  in  which  it 
was  made— there  would  only  tlien  be  denial  against  asser- 
tion     The  accusers  well  knew  their  advantage  in  this,  and 
that  for  their  purposes,  and  with  those  for  (not  against)  whom 
the  charges  were  made  tried  upon  such  proof,  the  charges 
whether  true  or  false,  (their  actual  truth  or  falsehood  was  to 
them  immaterial,)  would  stand  for  true  "  by  confirmation 
strong  as  proofs  from  Holy  Writ."     And  thus  the  Catholic 
Church,   or_  rather  that  denomination  of  Christians    fthev 
cared  nothing  about  the   Church,)  stands  condemned  un- 
heard by  the  fiat  of  this  wise  council.     No  other  church -or 
denomination  of  Christians  is  similarly  treated— this  particu- 
lar class  is  singled  out  for  proscription— others,  all  others 
are  afterwards  discoursed  about  in  general  terms,  patted  on 
-the  head  kindly,   encouraged— none  of  them  could  be  ao-- 
gressiye  m  their  policy,  or  corrupt  in  tendency,  that  was  not 
to  be  imagined      The  memorial  presented  to  the  Senate  of 
the  United  btates  a  few  years  ago,  signed  by  about  three 
thousand  professed  ministers  of  religion,  (none  Catholics  )  and 
bringing  or  attempting  to  bring  church  power  to  bear  upon 
.he  action,  of  that  august  assembly  upon  a  momentous  politi- 
cal question,  was  forgotten!      It  possibly  may  turn  out  if 
this  spirit  IS  encouraged,  and  becomes  dominant,  that  after 
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the  Catholics  are  crushed  and  gone,  some  others  may  find 
their  turn  come. 

This  was  the  first  step  taken  ;  what  next  ?  Resistance  to  the 
anathematized  has  been  proclaimed  !  How  shall  it  be  made  ef- 
fectual ?  "  By  the  advancement"  (says  the  next  clause  of  this  ar- 
ticle) "  to  all  political  stations,  executive,  legislative,  judicial  or 
dij)lomatic,  of  those  only  who  do  not  hold  civil  allegiance,  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  any  foreign  power,  whether  civil  or  ecclesiastic." 
How  does  this  make  the  resistance  announced  effectual .''  For 
aught  that  appears  or  is  expressed  iii  words  here,  Uhe  means  pro- 
posed to  effect  a  high  duty,  solemnly  resolved  upon  and  proclaimed 
by  an  august  assembly  of  men,  appealing  to  "  that  Almighty  Being 
who  rules  aver  the  universe,"  actuated  by  and  inculcating  "  a  pro- 
foundly intense  American  feeling  and  passionate  attachment  to  our 
country,  its  history  and  its  institutions,"  who  were  full  of  ''  admi- 
ration for  "  and  laboring  to  restore  "  the  purer  days  of  our  national 
existence"  by  "  resistance  to  the  aggressive  policy  and  corrupting 
tendencies  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  our  country,"  are 
wholly  nugatory.  The  mode  of  resistance  prescribed  is  to  ad- 
vance to  office  "  those  only  who  do  not  hold  civil  allegiance,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  to  any  foreign  power,  whether  civil  or  eccle- 
siastic." Who  does  hold  civil  allegiance  to  any  foreign  power, 
civil  or  ecclesiastic  ?  Nobody.  Then  you  meant  nobody  and 
nothing,  and  all  this  parade  of  words,  platforms  and  articles,  is  a 
mere  farrago  of  nonsense. 

Some,  if  not  of  yourselves,  gentlemen  of  the  Convention,  some 
of  your  best  friends  and  warmest  supporters,  have  said  you  meant 
by  this  clause  nobody  and  nothing;  and  they  have  so  argued  in 
quarters  and  latitudes  where  such  statements  and  arguments  were 
necessary  and  useful  to  the  great  end,  the  success  of  the  party. 

Some  believe  them,  though  such  a  statement  stultifies  you  and 
the  party  you  lead.  No  matter,  the  scheme  worked  well  for 
some  time,  and  men  of  all  sides  were  to  some  extent  deceived  and 
misled.  The  object  has  been  partially  accomplished.  Tliis  mys- 
tification of  words  and  ideas  can  deceive  no  longer.  Let  the  truth 
come  out.  You  were  not  blockheads, — far  from  it.  Some  of 
you,  at  least,  were  talented  men  and  most  adroit  politicians.  Some- 
thing was  meant.  This  negaiive-positive  was  intended  to  apply 
to  some  class  of  persons.  What  class  was  that .''  It  is  not  said  ; 
but  a  particular  Church  was  first  denounced  as  aggressive  in  pol- 
icy and  corrupt  in  tendencies,  and  to  be  resisted.  Attention  was 
thus  fixed  upon  that  Church. 

What  constitutes  a  Church  .'*  A  number  of  men  holding  cer- 
tain religious  doctrines,  peculiar  or  otherwise.  You  know  the 
doctrines  of  all  churches  are  liable  to  be  misrepresented  by  their 
enemies  or  rivals ;  this  particular  church  had  not  escaped  this 
common  fate.  ;^The  members  of   this  church  had  been  falsely 
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charged  with  holding  civil  allegiance  to  a  foreign  ecclesiastic, 
who  is  also  a  foreign  prince  or  potentate.  You  would  not  name 
the  class  of  men  whom  you  or  some  of  you  know  to  be  thus 
falsely  charged,  because  you  were  not  all  ignorant,,  unlettered 
men,  and  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  history  of  both  ancient 
and  modern  times,  but  you  repeated  the  false  charge  itself,  which 
had  been  made,  and  left  the  previous  denunciation,  this  charge 
and  prejudice,  ignorance  and  bigotry,  to  make  the  particular  ap- 
plication. You  meant  and  intended  to  point  out,  and  did-  point 
cut  the  members  of  the  Catholic  religion,  that  whole  class  of  citi- 
zens as  the  persons  who  were  to  be  proscribed  and  excluded  from 
office,  though  you  would  not  and  did  not  say  so  in  words. 

There  were  several  motives  for  this  ;  the  Know-nothing  oaths 
and  obligations  boldly  and  directly  proscribed  them.  Enough 
must  be  said  by  you  in  this  article,  to  fulfil  these  oaths,  and  sat- 
isfy these"  your  constituents.  The  quoted  clauses  of  this  article 
were  sufficiently  distinct  for  these  purposes.  The  purpose^  to 
proscribe  a  class  of  citizens  on  account  of  their  religious  faith, 
caution  suggested  should  not  be  plainly  and  positively  avowed 
if  possible  to  be  avoided,  because  it  was  and  is  violative  of  the 
Constitution,  and  would  on  that  account  be  resisted  by  all  its  true 
friends  and  real  supporters;  and  such  an  open  avowal,  moreover, 
would  have  precluded  evasion  or  denial  which  might  be  useful 
and  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  party  in  some  quarters.  You 
sought  by  the  mode  adopted  to  accomplish  all  these  ends,  but 
you  attempted  too  much — you  overreached  yourselves,  and  fail- 
ure is  the  consequence.  You  may  now,  and  probably  will  soon 
erase  the  article  from  your  Platform — blot  it  from  the  paper;  but 
it  is^  too  late.  It  caused  you  many  and  rapid  successes  at  first; 
the  tide  is  now  refluent,  and  wherever  the  flux  of  tide  is  great 
and  most  rapid,  there  also  is  the  reflux  swifter  and  more  violent. 
Sowers  of  the  "wind  shall  reap  the  whirlwind."     Enough. 

This  minority,  then,  can  perceive  no  greater  difference  between 
the  purposes  and  injunctions  contained  in  and  put  forth  by  this 
8th  Article  of  the  Philadelphia  Platform,  of  June,  1855,  and  the 
proscriptive  clauses  of  the  Know-nothing  oaths  cited  in  the  earlier 
part  of  this  report,  than  there  is  in  the  obligation  never  to  vote 
for  nor  support  any  man  for  any  political  office  if  he  be  a  Roman 
Catholic,  and  the  injunction  to  advance  to  political  office  those 
only  who  are  not  of  the  Roman  Catholic  ;  which  is  just  no  differ- 
ence at  all  in  sense,  but  some  in  sound.  The  language  used  is 
different — one  is  affirmative,  the  other  negative  in  form.  One  is 
plain,  direct  and  explicit;  this  declares  its  purpose  and  intention 
plainly,  boldly.  The  other,  afraid  and  ashamed  to  speak  out, 
uses  terms  so  arranged  as  to  convey  but  not  to  express  their  pur- 
pose, by  talking  of  charges  of  which  they  know  the  accused  to 
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be  innocent,  and  commands  the  thing  to  be  done  after  the  fashion 
of  Richard  III,  when  ordering  the  murder  of  the  infant  princes 
in  the  Tower,  using  language  which  he  knew  was  well  under- 
stood by  his  tried  and  well  trained  assassins,  but  which  could 
afterwards  be  denied  to  mean  what  he  did  fully  mean  and  intend 
by  it.  To  make  this  more  certain,  if  possible,  the  Convention 
could  not  wind  up  their  pretended  proclamation  of  religious  free- 
dom, which  follows  in  the  second  division  of  this  article,  without 
lugging  in  near  its  conclusion  a  repetition  of  this  false  charge 
against  the  members  of  the  proscribed  church  ;  as  much  as  to 
say,  or  for  the  purpose  of  saying  in  effecl,  lest  some  might  sup- 
pose this  general  proclamation  of  equality  of  "civil  and  religious 
rights  and  privileges,"  and  of  "jealous  resistance  of  all  attempts 
by  any  denomination,  or  church,  to  obtain  an  ascendency  over 
any  other  in  the  State,"  &c.,  and  went  too  far  and  the  objects  of 
proscription  might  escape  under  it,  that  all  this  w^as  graciously 
vouchsafed  to  all  other  christian  denominations  but  Catholics, 
■who  were  to  be  excluded  ! 

From  all  w'hich,  this  minority  cannot  but  conclude  that  the 
American  Party  of  the  Philadelphia  Platform  of  June,  1855,  is 
but  the  regular  and  legitimate  descendant  of  the  Know-nothing 
Party,  and  true  to  its  descent,  maintains  and  enforces  in  that 
Platform  the  principle  and  purpose  of  proscription,  both  on  ac- 
count of  religious  faith  and  place  of  birth  ! 

The  last  clause  in  this  first  part  of  the  Sth  Article  of  the  Plat- 
form applies  in  direct  terms,  the  injunction  to  exclude  from  all 
offices,  executive,  legislative,  judicial  or  diplomatic,  all  citizens, 
not  of  native  birth!  About  this,  contrary  as  it  is  to  the  spirit 
and  principles  of  the  Constitution  and  the  fundamental  doctrines 
of  equality  of  political  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  amongst 
all  citizens,  there  is  no  concealment — no  equivocation  ;  the  pur- 
pose is  open,  plain  and  clearly  avowed.  The  general  tone  of 
popular  feeling  previously  excited  in  the  country,  with  some 
show  of  reason  on  account  of  the  permission  given  to,  and  the 
privilege  used  hy  nnnaturaU zed  foreigners  in  some  quarters  of 
the  Union  of  exercising  the  right  of  suffrage,  resulting  possibly 
in  some  instances  in  giving  ascendency  to  one  or  another  of  the 
political  parties  of  the  day,  was  supposed  to  justify,  if  not  to 
render  politic^  this  open  avowal  of  the  purpose  to  proscribe  all 
who  could  not  be  brought  under  the  extended  signification  of  the 
term  foreigner ^  that  is,  all  persons  not  horn  in  this  country. 

Let  the  true  cause  of  this  excitement  in  the  public  mind  be 
examined  for  a  moment,  the  character  of  the  alleged  evil  be 
stated,  and  the  sufficiency,  applicability  and  consequences  of  the 
remedy  proposed  by  this  American  party  presented  to  view. 
There  has  been  and  is  a  boundless  extent  of  highly  fertile  lands 
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in  the  interior  and  western  portions  of  our  Union,  vacant  and  un- 
occupied, which  it  has  been  and  is  the  dictate  of  sound  govern- 
mental policy,  as  well  as  the  evident  design  of  Providence,  should 
be  filled  up  with  an  industrious,  and  civilized,  |and  christianized 
population  o[  freemen,  as  rapidly  and  as  soon  as  that  end  can  be 
produced  by  easy  and  regular  means,  a  part,  and  a  large  part  of 
which  means,  was  and  is,  to  free  those  lands  from  the  occupation 
and  inroads  of  savage  tribes, — to  survey  them  and  offer  them  for 
sale  and  use,  freely  to  all,  at  very  low  prices.  This,  together 
with  our  happy  system  of  laws  and  benignant  form  of  govern- 
ment, offered  strong  temptations  to  the  better,  if  not  the  best, 
classes  of  European  peasantry,  the  industrious  and  enterprising, 
to  emigrate  to  this  country,  and  fix  their  future  homes  and  the 
homes  of  their  posterity  upon  those  lands,  where  they  could  not 
only  with  ease  obtain  abundance  and  independence,  but  also  be- 
come freemen. 

Thus  impelled,  the  tide  of  emigration  set  strongly  upon  our 
shores.  Tiiousands,  and  tens  of  thousands,  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  came,  and  are  coming  every  year,  and  wending  their 
way  to  those  regions.  They  brought  along  with  them,  it  is  true, 
a  portion  of  those  dregs  of  the  worthlessness,  vice  and  crime, 
which  exist  more  or  less  in  all  communities.  These  last  gene- 
rally faltered  on  the  way,  and  were  dropped,  or  loitered  in  the 
Atlantic  cities,  or  wandered  about  within  a  few  hundred  miles  of 
the  Atlantic  coast — they  were  injurious  and  offensive,  and  by 
them,  (the  excrementitious  portion,)  the  whole  body  of  emigrants 
were  to  a  great  extent  judged ;  hence  one  cause  of  the  excite- 
ment against  foreigners. 

But  the  great  mass  of  emigrants,  tarrying  not  at  all,  swept  on 
westward — there  selecting  homes  and  settling  down  promiscu- 
ously and  in  common  with  the  native  emigrants,  who,  more  nu- 
merous by  far,  and  flowing  with  an  equally  steady  current  in  the 
same- direction,  rapidly  filled  up  large  portions  of  those  regions. 
Wildernesses  became  peopled  districts — wastes  were  converted 
into  cultivated  fields,  and  communities  and  new  states  were 
formed.  Community  of  interests,  feeling  and  condition,  produced 
fellowship  in  feeling  and  wishes  between  natives  and  emigrants 
from  afar.  As  freemen,  they  were  to  select  and  elect  their  own- 
political  functionaries  ;  and  as  they  became  States,  they  were  also 
to  elect  their  own  immediate  agents  and  representatives  in  the 
Federal  Government,  and  to  participate  in  the  elections  of  those 
who  were  to  be  the  common  .functionaries  of  all  the  States. 

They  had  and  have  the  right  within  themselves,  each  State  for 
itself,  to  prescribe  and  fix  the  qualifications  of  voters — to  say  by 
law  who  may  and  who  may  not  exercise  the  right  of  voting  at 
elections.     This  right  is  exclusive  in  each  State,  and  guaranteed 
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by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  What  says  that  consti- 
tution ?  In  article  1,  section  2d,  clause  first,  will  be  found  these 
words:  "And  the  electors  (voters)  in  each  State  shall  have  the 
qualifications  requisite  for  electors  (voters)  for  the  most  numer- 
ous branch  of  the  State  Legislature."  Some  of  those  new  Stales 
in  fixing  the  qualifications  of  their  voters,  would  not  and  did  not 
so  fix  them,  as  to  require  naturalization  or  citizenship  as  a  quali- 
fication of  the  voter,  but  gave  this  right  to  all  inhabitants  who  had 
resided  for  some  specified  time,  six  or  twelve  months,  within  the 
State,  District  or  Territory.  "Why  they  did  this  may  be  conjec- 
tured, but  is  not  certainly  known  here.  The  sympathy  and  fellow 
feeling  naturally  existing  among  all  orderly  and  industrious 
inhabitants  of  a  new  country  may  and  probably  was  a  strong 
reason.  Contrivances  of  politicians,  and  a  desire  to  acquire  in- 
fluence and  exercise  greater  weight  in  the  national  Legislature 
and  national  Government,  may  have  been  another,  and  possibly 
a  controlling  motive. 

But  whatever  the  motive,  it  was  done,  and  has  often  been  com- 
plained of;  so  has  the  grant  of  the  right  of  suffrage,  in  the  north, 
to  negroes,  runaway  slaves  and  others,  been  olten  complained 
of;  but  the  right  and  power  of  the  States  so  to  extend  this  privi- 
lege was  unquestionable,  and  has  therefore  passed  unquestioned. 
The  extension  to  negroes  of  this  precious  privilege  in  the  north 
w^as  at  least  as  great,  if  not  indeed  a  much  greater  evil  than  the 
non-exclusion  from  its  use  of  the  unnaturalized  white  inhabitants 
of  the  west ;  yet  nothing  is  said  of  the  former,  whilst  the  latter  is 
used  as  another  great  cause  of  excitement  against  all  foreigners, 
and  made  the  pretext  for  propositions  to  alter  and  amend  the 
naturalization  laws  in  various  modes,  and  such  an  elongation  of 
the  probationary  period,  as  almost  to  amount  to  a  prohibition  of 
all  naturalization.  Can  all  or  any  of  the  proposed  changes  in  the 
naturalization  laws  remedy,  or  at  all  efifect  the  thing  complained 
of?  No  !  the  complaint  is  not  that  citizens  vote  at  elections,  but 
that  non-naturalized  foreigners  use  and  abuse  that  highest  preroga- 
tive of  the  citizen.  Then  your  proposed  remedy,  which  only 
forbids  making  or  naturalizing  citizens,  is  no  remedy.  You  do 
prevent  an  alien  from  voting  where  the  law  gives  to  aliens  that 
right,  by  preventing  him  from  becorrting  a  citizen  ? 

Is  there  then  no  remedy  ?  Yes,  there  is  one,  and  only  one, 
within  the  reach  of  the  power  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  will  be  found  by  most  of  them  to  be  a  remedy  far  worse 
than  the  disease.  What  is  that  remedy?  Why,  to  amend  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  by  striking  from  it  the  words 
above  quoted  from  the  1st  clause  of  the  second  section  and  first  ar- 
ticle of  that  instrument  which  secures  to  the  several  Stales  the 
right  to  prescribe  the  qualification  of  electors  (voters)  for  federal 
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officers,  elected  from  or  voted  for  within  each  State,  and  transfer 
that  power  to  Congress,  by  inserting  other  words,  authorizing 
them  (Congress)  to  pass  laws  making  the  qualification  of  all  voters 
for  federal  officers  uniform  throughout  tlie  United  States.  Such  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution  would  place  it  completely  in  the 
power  of  Congress  to  apply  a  perfect  remedy.  They  could  then 
prohibit  non-naturalized  foreigners  every  where  from  voting,  and 
repeal  or  annul  all  State  laws  allowing  that  privilege. 

But  once  possessed  of  this  power,  what  other  and  further  use 
might  Congress  not  make  of  it .''  Armed  with  the  right  and  power 
to  fix  the  qualification  of  all  voters  for  Members  of  Congress,  and 
other  Federal  officers,  and  make  these  qualifications  uniform,  what 
security  would  be  left  to  the  South,  the  weaker  portion  of  the  Con- 
federacy, against  the  abuse  of  that  power  by  large  and  excited  ma- 
jorities in  Congress  from  those  portions  of  the  country,  where 
views  prevail  on  a  deeply  interesling  question,  which  would  be  fatal 
to  the  South  if  carried  out?  Indeed,  supposing  this  power  to  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Congress,  and  they  set  about  the  work  of 
giving  uniformity  to  the  qualifications  of  voters  throughout  the 
country;  how  could  such  a  law  be  framed  and  passed  by  them., 
which  would  not  give  a  fatal  stab  to  Southern  institutions  ?  for  even 
suppose  the  members  of  that  body  to  be  always  perfectly  just  in 
their  purposes,  still  each  one  would  be  bound  to  vote  for  such  an 
extension  of  this  right  of  voting,  as  his  sense  of  justice  and  right 
required.  Already,  we  know  that  many  of  the  Northern  States 
have  extended  this  privilege  to  the  negroes  amongst  them  !  They 
deem  it  proper  there  that  this  description  of  persons  should  vote 
as  well  as  others  ;  the  members  of  Congress  must  be  presumed  to 
reflect  the  sentiments  and  opinions  of  their  constituents — they  would 
be  bound,  therefore,  in  making  an  uniform  law  on  that  subject,  to  do 
that  which  they  think  wrong  and  unjust,  by  withdrawing  this  high 
privilege  from  a  portion  of  their  own  constituents,  who  now  have 
and  enjoy  it,  or  they  must  extend  it  equally  to  the  negroes  every 
where!  What,  under  such  circumstance's,  would  become  of  the 
South  .''  Such  an  amendment  might  suit  abolitionists,  and  consol- 
idationists— -it  would  jump  with  their  principles  and  purposes  ;  but 
there  are  those  it  would  not  suit  so  well. 

It  may  be  this  new-born  zeal — this  vast  and  vehement  clamor 
recently  raised,  to  put  down  and  proscribe  foreigners,  and  prohibit 
their  voting  at  elections,  is  intended  to  throw  the  public  mind  into 
such  a  frenzied  state  of  excitement  as  to  induce  such  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution,  since  it  has  been  seen  to  be  the  only 
effectual  remedy  for  tliis  pretended  great  and  crying  evil.  Neither 
is  it  impossible,  nay,  it  has  now  become  probable,  that  hidden  be- 
neath, and  advancing  under  cover  of  this  pretext,  and  urging  it  on, 
lies  deeply  concealed  the  fell  spirit  of  abolitionism  itself,  brooding 
over  hopes  of  success,  and  watching  for  the  propitious  moment 
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when  this  excitement  shall  be  raised  to  such  a  height  as,  blinding 
the  people  to  their  true  interests  and  securit}',  it  may  clutch  and 
wield  this  instrument  of  ruin  and  destruction  to  all  the  South  ! 

TI18  repudiation  or  pretermission  of  the  twelfth  article  ot  the 
Philadelphia  Platform  by  the  National  Council  of  this  party,  con- 
vened in  the  same  city  so  lately  as  the  20th  of  February  of  the 
present  year,  in  the  new  platform  then  adopted,  as  appears  fronn 
the  public  prints  on  the  21st,  atlbrds  the  public  now  just  enough  of 
light  on  this  subject  to  make  the  "  daikness  visible." 

The  hope  iiad  been  excited  in  some,  by  the  conflicting  explana- 
tions heretofore  attempted  or  ottered  to  tlie  public  by  members  of 
the  order,  of  the  8lh  article  of  their  platform  of  June,  1855,  and 
of  the  14th  article  of  the  same,  (see  platform  appended,)  which 
they  have  tried  to  make  the  public  receive  and  consider,  as  doing 
away  with  their  secrecy,  when,  in  fact,  it  merely  says  that  their 
principles  may  be  openly  avowed,  and  that  each  member  shall  be 
at  liberty  to  make  known  the  existence  ot  the  order,  and  the  fact  that 
he  himself  is  a  member,  (he  is  not  to  name  as  such  any  other  mem- 
ber,) and  recommends  that  there  be  no  concealment  of  the  places  of 
meeting  of  subordinate  councils  ; — nothing  said  of  liberty  to  tell 
what  is  done  in  those  councils,  or  the  oath  taken  there,  or  the  mu- 
tual obligation  of  and  to  the  different  degrees  of  the  order,  or  the 
open  disclosure  of  any  of  their  purposes — all  these  are  left  to  rest 
still  under  the  suorn  pledge  of  secrecy,  contained  in  the  formula 
of  the  oaths  set  forth  in  the  first  part  of  this  report.  The  h  ope, 
it  is  repeated,  was  excited  by  the  unsatisfactory  explanations  which 
had  been  given,  or  attempted  to  be  given  of  these  aiticles,  that  this 
recent  Grand  Council  would  have  made  these  explanations  perfect. 
That  they  would  have  annulled  all  those  oaths,  and  released  all  the 
members  of  the  order  from  the  obligations  they  impose  ;  that 
they  would  have  given  full  liberty  to  all,  to  have  freely  and  fully 
disclosed  every  thing  relating  to  the  order  ;  not  only  their  principles, 
but  also  their  purposes,  aims  and  objects;  not  only  the  fact  of  the 
membership  of  the  individual  member  himself,  but  of  any  or  all 
the  members;  not  only  ihe  place  of  meeting  of  subordinate  coun- 
cils, but  the  oaths,  acts  and  doings  in  them,  and  thus  cease  to  be  a 
"secret  political  society,"  and  become  in  fact  what  it  has  been  pre- 
tended that  they  are,  ,an  open  political  party,  having  no  conceal- 
ments, but  openly  and  boldly  avowing  everything. 

But  this  hope  is  disappointed,  and  we  find  not  one  word  is  said 
about  rescinding  the  oaths,  but  they  are  left  to  bind  with  all  their 
force,  to  the  continued  observance  of  all  the  pledges  and  obliga- 
tions, except  the  privilege  is  renewed  and  the  declaration  made  in 
their  loth  article  of  "a  free  and  open  discussion  of  all  political 
principles  contained  in  our  (their)  platform." 

The  eighth  article  of  the  platform  of  June,  1855,  appears  to  be 
also  pretermitted  in  this  new  platform,  and  a  substitution  in  its  place 
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of  the  fifth  section  of  this  new  platform,  which  is  in  these  words  ; 
"  No  person  should  be  selected  tor  political  station  (whether  of  na- 
tive or  foreign  birth)  who  recognizes  any  allegiance  or  obligation  ot 
any  description  to  any  foreign  prince,  potentate  or  power,  or  who 
refuses  to  recognize  the  federal  and  State  constitutions,  each  within 
its  sphere,  as  paramount  to  all  other  laws  as  rules  of  political  ac- 
tion." 

In  this  new  article,  this  minority  think  no  one  can  fail  to  perceive 
the  proscription  of  the  members  of  the  Catholic  religion,  intended  to 
be  inculcated  by  the  original  Sth  article,  is  extended  and  made  more 
explicit  and  positive.  The  Sth  article  of. the  platform  of  June, 
1855,  proposes  to  elevate  to  office  of  any  kind  "  those  only  who 
do  not  hold  civil  allegiance,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  any  foreign 
power,  whether  civil  or  ecclesiastic."  This  does  not  in  terms  pro- 
scribe that  class  of  persons,  though  having  and  intended  to  have  that 
effect,  and  impliedly  charging  them  with  owing  civil  allegiance  to  a 
foreign  potentate,  in  the  description  of  the  means  ihey  prescribe 
for  resisting  "  the  aggressive  policy  and  corrupting  tendencies" 
of  their  churchy  which  that  article  also  charges.  Now,  these 
charges  being  both  unjust,  and  that  which  is  implied  against  the 
members  of  that  church  having  no  foundation  whatever  except  in 
the  errors  of  ignorance  and  the  false  assertions  of  prejudice  and 
bigotry,  might  have  been  gotten  over  in  time,  except  for  the 
force  of  the  oaths  and  obligations  taken  in  the  lodges.  &c.,  which, 
lying  at  the  bottom,  govern  all  the  order  and  proscribe  all  Catho- 
lics, directly  and  independently  of  any  charge. 

But  the  words  of  this  Sth  article  of  the  platform  of  June,  1S55, 
taken  of  and  by  themselves,  would  have  allowed  of  their  escape, 
whenever  it  should  appear,  as  is  the  fact,  that  they  owe  no  civil  alle- 
giance to  the  Pope,  or  any  other  foreign  prince,  potentate  or  power, 
civil  or  ecclesiastic.  But  this  5th  article  of  the  new  platform  an- 
nounces their  law  to  be,  that  "  no  person  shall  be  selected  for  politi- 
cal station  (whether  ot  native  or  foreign  birth)  who  recognizes  any 
allegiance  or  ohligation  of  any  description,  to  any  foreign  poten- 
tate or  power." 

Now  all  the  world  knows  that  Catholics,  that  is,  members  of 
the  Catholic  church,  do  acknowledge  the  Bishop  of  Rome,  who  is 
styled  the  Pope,  as  their  chief  Bishop  and  head  of  their  churc^ 
and  also  acknowledge,  as  residing  in  him,  some  degree  of  power 
and  authority  in  expounding  religious  doctrines  and  directing  mat- 
ters of  church  discipline,  not  interfering  with  nor  in  any  degree  af- 
fecting their  civil  or  political  duties,  rights  or  obligations.  This 
individual,  whoever  he  may  be,  the  Bishop  of  Rome,  or  Pope,  is 
by  virtue  of  his  office  and  of  the  civil  laws  of  that  country,  also  a 
temporal  prince  and  sovereign  of  that  part  of  Italy  known  as  the 
States  of  the  church,  the  city  of  Rome  included,  all  of  which  make 
but  a  very  insignificant  principality ! 
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As  a  temporal  prince,  or  in  his  political  character,  the  memhers 
of  the  Catholic  church,  in  all  other  parts  of  the  world  outside  of  this 
little  principality,  have  no  more  to  do  with  him  than  the  members  of 
an  Episcopalian  or  Methodist  congregation  in  Maryland  have  to  do 
with  the  household  or  plantation  of  the  minister  who  officiates  in 
their  church,  or  with  those  of  the  bishop  who  presides  over  their 
diocess,  nor  even  as  much.     Nevertheless,  this  Bishop,  or  Pope, 
is  recognized  in  his  ecclesiastical  character  as  the  head  of  their 
church,  having  some  degree  of  authority  in  matters  purely  and  ex- 
clusively of  a  spiritual  or  religious  character,  and  affecting  men  in 
that  future  state  of  existence,  in  which  they  believe  and  hope  for 
happiness, — to  him  they  owe  the  obligation  of  deference.     Novr 
then  it  is  seen  that  this  5th  section  covers  and  includes  them,  and  all  of 
them,  (the  members  of  the  Catholic  church,)   whether  native  or  of 
foreign  birth,  certainly  and  inevitably  under  this  exclusive  and  pro- 
scriptive  provision.     "  No  person  shall  be  selected  for  political  sta- 
tion (whether  of  native  or  foreign  birth)  who  recognizes  any  alle- 
giance or  obligation  of  any  description  to  any  foreig-n  prince,  po- 
tentate or  power."     The  Catholics  of  America,  as  well  as  those  of 
the  rest  of  the  world,  do  owe  an  obligation  of  some  description^  as 
above  described,  to  the  chief  pastor  of  their  church,  who  happens 
to  be  at  the  same  time  a  person  who  is  interested  also  with  a  polit- 
ical  government  in  another  country,   and   by  other  people  with 
which  and  with  whom  they  have  nothing  to  do,  nor  any  connection 
whatever.     Therefore  it  cannot  and  never  will  be  denied  that  Cath- 
olics do  owe  an  obligation  of  some  description  to  their  chief  bishop, 
who  is  also  a  foreign  potentate.     It  follows,  that  they  are  more 
completely  proscribed  by  this  fifth  section  than  they  were  by  the 
former  eighth  article,  and  the  pretended  exemption  sometimes  talked 
about  of  American  Catholics,  has  thus  eventuated  in  a  complete  and 
inevitable  proscription  of  both  native  Catholics  and  those  of  foreign 
birth. 

This  does  not  "  blot  out  the  blot'"'  which  one  of  this  new  Ameri- 
can party  stated  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  the  eighth  article  of  the 
platform  of  June,  1855,  had  placed  upon  the  American  character, 
but  only  makes  that  blot  deeper  and  darker ! 

Nor  can  it  be  any  longer  pretended  that  this  American  party  do  not 
propose  and  intend  to  apply  tests  of  a  religious  character  as  a  qual- 
mcation  for  office — we  have  their  own  words  for  it  in  their  tenth 
section  of  this  same  new  platform,  which  reads  thus  : 

"  10//i.  Opposition  to  any  union  between  church  and  State,  no 
interference  with  religious  faith  or  worship,  and  no  test  oaths  for 

office  EXCEPT  THOSE  INDICATED  IN  THE  FIFTH  SECTION  of  this  plat- 
form." 

This  minority  beg  leave  respectfully  to  conclude  this  report  by 
s^y*'"o^  ^h^t  although  in  tlieir  judgment  secret  political  societies  of 
the  kind  and  description  they  have  endeavored  to  describe,  are  of 
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evil  and  dangerous  tendencies  in  all  governments,  and  especially  in 
a  republic,  and  ought  not  to  exist,  they  will  neveitheless  forbear  to 
recommend  any  legislative  action  on  the  subject,  deeming  it  much 
better  to  leave  the  correction  of  the  evil  to  the  known  patriotism, 
intelligence  and  reflection  of  the  people  of  this  State  and  the 
Union,  whose  sober  second  thought,  past  experience  teaches,  is  not 
likely  to  fail  in  applying  to  all  specious  and  spurious  political  agita- 
tions, or  morbid  political  excitements,  the  best  of  all  correctives — 
their  censure  and  rebuke. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  D.  MERRICK,- 
THOS.  B.  SiMlTH. 


APPENDIX. 


[No.   1.] 

RESPONSE   OF  THE   GOVERNOR  TO  THE   CHAIRMAN  OF 
THE   SELECT   COMMITTEE. 

Executive  Department,      \ 
Annapolis,  Md.,  January  23,  1856.  j 
Hon.  A.  Kennedy,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  to  ichom  loas  refer- 
red so  much  of  the    Ilessage  of  the  Executive,  as  related  to  Secret 
Political  Societies. 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of 
the  22d  inst.,  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates, of  the  10th  inst.,  and  requesting,  in  compliance  with  one  of  said 
resolutions,  that  I  would  communicate  to  the  Committee  such  informa- 
tion as  I  may  possess,  touching  the  existence  of  secret  political  societies 
in  this  StatC;  and  of  the  natm-e  and  character  of  the  secrets  they  preserve. 
That  I  may  occasion  you  no  delay  in  entering^  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duty  imposed  upon  you  by  the  House  of  Delegates,  I  hasten  to  make 
you  a  prompt  reply. 

I  beg  leave  in  the  first  place  to  express  to  the  Committee  my  sincere 
gratification,  that  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  has  seen  fit 
thus  promptly  to  respond  to  this  portion  of  my  message,  and  to  institute 
an  investigation  relative  to  the  matters  therein  briefly  considered.  The 
subject  is  one  of  great  magnitude,  in  every  point  of  view,  affecting  most 
deeply  the  honor  of  the  State,  as  well  as  the  peace  and  good  order  of 
society,  and  unquestionably  demands  at  your  hands,  the  most  rigid  and 
thorough  examination. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  no  time  may  be  lost,  and  no  proper  effort  spared, 
in  eliciting  the  truth,  in  relation  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  proposed 
inquiry. 

I  regret  to  perceive  from  the  language  of  the  resolutions  of  the  House, 
as  well  as  from  the  debate  to  which  they  gave  rise,  that  some  misappre- 
hension seemed  to  exist  in  the  minds  of  some  of  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Delegates,  as  to  the  particular  societies  intended  to  be  embra- 
ced by  that  part  of  the  message  referred  to  your  Committee.  The  exist- 
ence of  secret  political  combinations  in  our  own,  and  other  States,  has 
for  some  time  occupied  a  large  share  of  public  attention,  .and  has  become 
a  matter  of  such  public  notoriety,  that,  with  my  clear  and  decided  con- 
victions of  their  dangerous  tendencies,  I  felt  it  my  imperative  duty,  as 
the  Executive  of  the  State,  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Legislature  and 
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through  that  body,  to  the  people  of  the  State,  the  opinions  entertained  by 
me  of  the  policy  of  encouraging  associations  for  political  j)urposes,  so 
pregnant  of  mischief  to  the  common  weal. 

I  thought  the  language  employed  for  the  purpose  free  from  all  ambi- 
guity ;  it  was  certainly  intended  so  to  be ;  and  I  was  as  much  surprised 
at  finding  myself  misunderstood  as  I  was  at  learning  that  the  fact  of  the 
existence  of  such  societies  was  any  longer  a  matter  of  doubt  or  uncer- 
tainty. I  hope,  however,  that  in  this  communication  I  may  be  more 
fortunate,  and  that  your  committee  may  be  at  no  loss  to  discover  to  what 
political  societies  I  referred,  or  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  alleged  they 
were  instituted. 

I  intended,  in  the  part  of  the  Message  referred  to  your  committee, 
respectfully  to  call  the  attention  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  to 
the  fact  of  the  existence  of  any  and  all  secret  political  societies  or  combi- 
nations ;  and  to  express  the  opinion  that,  in  my  judgment,  such  associa- 
tions of  themselves  are  calculated  to  produce  great  evil,  and  are  incon- 
sistent with,  and  injurious  to,  the  healthful  action  of  Republican  institu- 
tions ;  and  that  when  the  pui-pose  of  such  societies  is  to  reduce  a  large 
portion  of  the  people  to  the  condition  of  a  slavish  submission  to  their 
secret  edicts  and  decrees,  and  to  exclude  from  all  honorable  preferment 
the  Catholic  and  the  naturalized  citizen,  because  a  Catholic  and  a  natu- 
ralized citizen,  they  become  dangerous  in  the  e^reme,  and  should 
awaken  the  deep  solicitude  of  every  true  American  in  the  State. 

I  am  credibly  informed  by  a  large  number  of  citizens,  that  in  their 
opinion  and  belief,  there  exist  now  within  this  State  numerous  societies 
of  a  secret  character,  whoSe  object  and  purpose  is  to  prevent  the  election 
or  appointment  to  office  of  any  person  belonging  to  the  Ptoman  Catholic 
Church,  or  who  is  not  a  native-born  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  and 
that  in  such  secret  associations,  councils  or  lodges,  oaths,  pledges  and 
obligations  are  administered  to  efi'ect  this  object. 

The  existence  of  such  unlawful  combinations  throughout  the  States 
has  been  repeatly  charged  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Legislatures  of  one  or  more  of  the  States,  and  by  a  large  portion  of  the 
press  and  people  in  every  section  of  the  country.  The  fact  is  moreover 
evidenced  by  disclosures  made  in  the  Legislature  of  a  sister  State,  and 
by  many  members  of  the  "  Order,"  who,  having  been  thoughtlessly  and 
innocently  drawn  into  it,  and  finding  that  they  were  deceived  as  to  its 
purposes,  have  answered  the  suggestions  of  conscience,  by  abjuring  the 
oaths  and  obligations  therein  illegally  administered. 

With  you,  gentlemen,  abides,  under  the  sanction  of  the  House  of 
Delegates,  the  power  of  ascertaining  the  truth  or  falsity  of  these  serious 
allegations.  I  am  powerless  in  the  premises,  beyond  the  making  known 
to  you  what  I  fear  and  believe  in  regard  to  them. 

You,  however,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  conferred  upon  you,  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  examine  persons  under  oath,  as  to 
the  existence  of  secret  societies,  and  the  ends  they  propose  to  accomplish, 
may  bring  before  you  the  living  witnesses,  and  the  record  proof  which 
can  effectually  set  at  rest  the  questions  at  issue.  It  will  give  me  great 
pleasure  to  facilitate,  by  all  the  means  in  my  power,  the  objects  for  which 
your  committee  was  raised ;  and  in  compliance  with  the  request  in  your 
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note  of  yesterday,  I  respectfully  suggest  that  you  take  means  to  procure 
copies  of  the  following  papers,  entitled  as  follows,  viz  :  "  The  Constitu- 
tion of  the  National  Council  of  the  United  States  of  North  America," 
and  the  accompanying  "Constitution  for  the  government  of  subordinate 
Councils,"  "The  Constitution  of  the  North  Carolina  State  Council, 
adopted  January  18th,  1855;  an  address  adopted  in  the  State  Council 
of  Massachusetts,  June  29th,  1855  :  resolves  of  the  State  Council  of 
South  Carolina,  adopted  at  a  meeting  held  at  Charleston,  August  14th, 
1855 — copies  of  which  papers,  I  regret,  I  have  not  at  hand  to  lay 
before  you.  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  the  committee  will  be  able,  if 
they  desire  it,  to  procure  them. 

I  would  further  respectfully  suggest  that  you  summon  before  you  the 
delegates  from  this  State,  to  the  Convention,  said  to  have  been  held  at 
the  City  of  Cincinnati,  about  the  close  of  the  year  1854,  and  also  the 
delegates  from  this  State  to  the  National  Council  held  at  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  in  the  month  of  June  last. 

This  last  body,  whose  proceedings  are  said  to  have  been  conducted  in 
secret,  issued  what  purports  to  be  a  platform  of  principles,  to  which  I 
would  respectfully  refer  you.  I  do  so,  because  in  the  8th  section  of 
said  publication,  the  policy  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  our  country 
is  denounced  as  aggressive,  and  an  organized  political  resistance  to  those 
of  the  Catholic  faith*plainly  indicated  and  encouraged ;  thus  introducing 
"religious  issues  into  the  field  of  political  agitation." 

The  14th  section  of  this  platform  declares  ' '  that  all  the  principles  of 
the  order  shall  be  henceforth  everywhere  openly  avowed,  and^that  each 
member  shall  be  at  liberty  to  make  known  the  existence  of  the  order, 
and  the  fact  that  he  himself  is  a  member ;  and  it  recommends  that  there 
he  no  concealment  of  the  jjJace  of  meeting  of  subordinate  Councils." 

Here  we  have  the  most  conclusive  proof  that  to  the  date  of  the 
publication  of  this  platform,  every  thing  connected  with  the  "order" 
was  a  matter  of  secrecy,  its  members  bound  to  conceal  its  existence,  and 
their  connection  with  it ;  and  from  the  specific  statement  above  quoted 
of  what  its  members  are  now  "  at  liberty"  to  reveal,  the  conclusion  is 
inevitable  that  there  is  still  left,  that  which  they  are  not  allowed  to 
disclose  to  the  uninitiated. 

I  further  suggest  that  you  summon  before  you  such  persons  of  respec- 
tability as  are  now  known  to  have  been  connected  with  the  order,  and 
also  others  who  are  now  members  of  the  same,  and  that  you  seek  to  have 
produced  before  you  the  secret  work  or  ritual  of  any  secret  political  or- 
der, as  may  be  in  the  possession  of  any  State  or  subordinate  Council  in 
this  State,  or  of  any  agent  or  officer  of  the  same. 

Should  your  inquiries  result,  as  I  trust  they  may,  in  satisfying  the 
public  mind  that  there  are  no  such  secret  political  combinations,  or  ihat 
no  oaths,  obligations,  or  pledges  are  administered  in  such  councils,  to 
the  prejudice  of  any  class  of  American  citizens,  and  that  there  does  not 
exist  any  design  or  purpose  in  such  societies  to  "trouble,  molest  or 
discountenance,"  or  to  exclude  from  preferment,  or  office,  any  citizen 
in  consequence  of  the  religion  he  professes,  or  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
no  one  will  be  more  pleased  than  myself,  and  none  more  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge that  injustice  has  been  done  to  a  large  class  of  our  people. 
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If,  however,  the  proofs  adduced  before  your  committee  shall  conclusively 
establish  that  secret  political  councils  have  been  organized  among  us  for 
the  purposes  and  designs  attributed  to  them;,  I  humbly  conceive  that  there 
can  be  little  or  no  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  their  tendency  to  subvert 
"the  well  established  and  dearly  cherished  principles  of  our  government. 

The  Constitution  degrades  no  man^  either  on  account  of  his  place  of 
birth,  or  his  religious  opinions,  but  ecjually  covers  every  citizen  of  the 
State,  of  whatever  faith,  or  wheresoever  born,  with  its  protecting  shield. 
And  if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  in  such  of  these'  political  councils 
as  may  be  shown  to  exist,  oaths  or  pledges  are  administered  for  the  pur=- 
pose  of  qualifying  or  restraining  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  suffrage, 
in  any  manner  unknown  to,  or  unwarranted  by  the  Constitution,  it  will 
be  for  you  and  those  you  represent,  to  determine  how  far  such  obligations 
shall  be  allowed  to  conflict  with  the  constitutional  obligations  of  the  citi- 
zen to  the  State,  and  to  apply  the  remedy  which  such  a  condition  of 
things  may  require. 

It  might  be  well  to  consider  that,  while  this  matter  is  undergoing  in- 
vestigation, whether  the  existence  of  such  a  secret  order  may  not  have 
led  in  some  instances  to  pre-determined  obstruction  of  the  polls,  resulting 
in  violence  and  disorder,  and  the  exclusion  of  the  legal  votes  of  orderly 
and  well  disposed  citizens ;  for  it  is  one  of  the  most  imperative  of  the 
duties  of  the  State  to  throw  around  electors  of  every  class,  whether  na- 
tive or  adopted,  any  possible  means  of  protection  against  any  and  all 
combinations,  secret  or  open,  that  would  hinder  or  overawe  them  in  the 
exercise  of  their  right  of  voting,  and  thus  impede  the  free  course  of  the 
only  legitimate  means  of  obtaining  a  fair  expression  of  the  public  mind. 
A  willful  and  deliberate  obstruction  of  the  polls  is  a  crime  against  the 
State,  which,  in  view  of  its  consequences,  assumes  a  degree  of  enormity 
■  to  which  it  is  difficult  to  affix  a  limit,  and  the  Legislature  can  scarcely 
be  too  rigid  in  the  infliction  of  punishment  upon  those  who  may  be  found 
guilty  of  such  an  offence  _  against  the  dignity  of  the  State  and  the  right 
of  the  individual  citizen.  It  should  at  least  be  declared  a  felony,  and 
punished  accordingly.  I  hope,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  your 
present  investigation,  that  you  commend  such  action  to  the  favorable  no- 
tice of  the  Legislature,  in  order  that  henceforth  any  hindrance  or  ob- 
struction whatsoever,  with  intent  to  prevent  a  voter  from  depositing  his 
ballot,  shall  be  punished  with  due  severity. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  unusual  and  constant  interruptions, 
(not  wishing  to  detain  you  from  the  work  before  you  by  any  delay  on 
my  part,  hastily  thrown  together  these  few  suggestions  in  compliance 
with  the  request  contained  in  your  note,  to  which  this  is  a  reply.  I 
might  have  forborne  to  do  more  than  to  reiterate  here  the  language  of 
my  communication  to  the  Legislature  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  as 
containing  all  I  desired  to  say  in  the  premises ;  but  in  conformity  with 
the  wish  expi-^ssed  in  your  note  and  the  accompanying  resolutions  of 
the  House  of  Delegates,  I  thought  it  well  to  point  out  the  way  in  which, 
in  my  opinion^  the  truth  might  be  reached. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  ob'dt  serv't, 

T.  "Watkixs  Ligon. 


'*r 
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(No.  2.) 
PHILADELPHIA  PLATFORM  OF  JUNE,  1855. 

Referred  to  in  the  foregoing  report,  and  the  identical  one  produced 
and  marked,  and  acknowledged  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee  to  be 
the  Platform  of  principles  adhered  to  by  them  and  their  associates. 

PLATFORM    -VXD    PRINCIPLES    OF    THE    AMERICAN    ORGANIZATION. 

I. — The  acknowledgment  of  that  Almighty  Being  who  rules  oyer  the 
L^niverse, — who  presides  over  the  Councils  of  nations, — who  conducts 
the  afiairs  of  men,  and  who,  in  every  step  by  which  we  have  advanced 
to  the  character  of  an  independent  nation,  has  distinguished  us  by  some 
token  of  Providential  agency. 

II. — The  cultivation  and  development  of  a  sentiment  of  profoundly 
intense  American  feeling  ;  of  passionate  attachment  to  our  country,  its 
history  and  its  institutions  ;  of  admiration  for  the  purer  days  of  our 
national  existence  ;  of  veneration  for  the  heroism  that  precipitated  our 
Revolution  ;  and  of  emulation  of  the  virtue,  wisdom  and  patriotism  that 
framed  our  Constitution^  and  first  successfully  applied  its  provisions. 

III. — The  maintenance  of  the  Union  of  these  United  States  as  the 
paramount  political  good  ;  or,  to  use  the  language  of  Washington,  "  the 
primary  object  of  patriotic  desire."     And  hence — 

1st. — Opposition  to  all  attempts  to  weaken  or  subvert  it. 

2d. — Uncompromising  antagonism  to  every  principle  of  policy  that 
endangers  it. 

3d. — The  advocacy  of  an  equitable  adjustment  of  all  political  diflfer- 
ences  which  threaten  its  integrity  or  perpetuity. 

4th. — The  suppression  of  all  tendencies  to  political  di^-ision,  founded 
on  "  Geographical  discriminations^  or  on  the  belief  that  there  is  a  real 
difference  of  interests  and  views"  between  the  various  sections  of  the 
Union. 

5th. — The  full  recognition  of  the  rights  of  the  several  States,  as  ex- 
pressed and  reserved  in  the  Constitution ;  and  a  careful  avoidance,  by 
the  G-eneral  Government,  of  all  interference  with  their  rights,  by  legis- 
lative or  executive  action. 

lY. — Obedience  to  the  Constitution  of  these  United  States  as  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  sacredly  obligatory  upon  all  its  parts  and  mem- 
bers ;  and  steadfast  resistance  to  the  spirit  of  innovation  and  its  principles, 
however  specious  the  pretexts.  Avowing  that  in  all  doubtful  or  dis- 
puted points  it  may  be  only  legally  ascertained  and  expounded  by  the 
judicial  power  of  the  Li^nited  States. 

And,  as  a  corollary  to  the  above: 

1  A  habit  of  reverential  obedience  to  the  laws,  whether  National, 
State  or  Municipal,  until  they  are  either  repealed  or  declared  unconsti- 
tutional by  the  prjoper  authority. 

2.  A  tender  and  sacred  regard  for  those  acts  of  statesmanship  which 
are  to  be  contradistinguished  from  the  acts  of  ordinary  legislation,  by 
the  fact  of  their  being  of  the  natui-e  of  compacts  and  agreements ;  and 
go  to  be  considered  a  fixed  and  settled  national  policy. 
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y. — A  radical  revision  and  modification  of  tlie  laws  regulating  immi- 
gration, and  the  settlement  of  immigrants.  Offering  to  the  honest 
immigrant,  who,  from  love  of  liberty  or  hatred  of  oppression,  seeks  an 
asylum  in  the  United  States,  a  friendly  reception  and  protection.  But 
unqualifiedly  condemning  the  transmission  to  our  shores  of  felons  and 
paupers. 

VI. — The  essential  modification  of  the  Naturalization  Laws. 

The  repeal  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States,  of  all  State 
laws  allowing  foreigners  not  naturalized  to  vote. 

The  repeal,  without  retroactive  operation,  of  all  acts  of  Congress 
making  grants  of  land  to  unnaturalized  foreigners,  and  allowing  them  to 
vote  in  the  Territories. 

VII.  Hostility  to  the  corrupt  means  by  which  the  leaders  of  party 
have  hitherto  forced  upon  us,  our  rulers  and  our  political  creeds. 

Implacable  enmity  against  the  prevalent  demoralizing  system  of  re- 
wards for  political  subserviency,  and  of  punishments  for  political  inde- 
pendence. 

Disgust  for  the  wild  hunt  after  office  which  characterizes  the  age. 

These  on  the-:One  hand.     On  the  other : 

Imitation  of  the  practice  of  the  purer  days  of  the  Republic,  and  admi- 
ration of  the  maxim  that  "  office  should  seek  the  man,  and  not  the  maiu 
the  office,"  and  of  the  rule,  that  the  just  mode  of  ascertaining  fitness  foi^ 
office  is  the  capability,   the  faithfulness,  and  the  honesty  of  the  incum- 
bent or  candidate. 

VIII. — Resistance  to  the  aggressive  policy  and  corrupting  tendencies 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  our  country,  by  the  advancement  to 
all  political  stations — executive,  legislative,  judicial  or  diplomatic — of 
those  only  who  do  not  hold  civil  allegiance,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  any 
foreign  power,  wiiether  civil  or  ecclesiastical,  and  who  are  Americans  by 
birth,  education  and  training — thus  fulfilling  the  maxim  :   "  Ameeicans 

ONLY  SHALL    GrOVEKN    AlIERICA." 

The  protection  of  all  citizens  in  the  legal  and  proper  exercise  of  their 
civil  and  religious  rights  and  privileges ;  the  maintenance  of  the  right  of 
every  man  to  the  full,  unrestrained,  and  peaceful  enjoyment  of  his  own 
religious  opinions  and  worship,  and  a  jealous  resistance  of  all  attempts 
by  any  sect,  denomination  or  church,  to  obtain  an  ascendency  over  any 
other  in  the  State,  by  means  of  any  special  privileges  or  exemption,  by 
any  political  combination  of  its  members,  or  by  a  division  of  their  civil 
allegiance  with  any  foreign  power,  potentate  or  ecclesiastic. 

IX. — The  reformation  of  the  character  of  our  National  Legislature, 
by  elevating  to  that  dignified  and  responsible  position,  men  of  higher 
qualifications,  purer  morals,  and  more  unselfish  patriotism. 

X. — The  restriction  of  executive  patronage,  especially  in  the  matter 
of  appointments  to  office,  so  far  as  it  may  be  permitted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  consistent  with  the  public  good. 

XI. — The  education  of  the  youth  of  our  country  in  schools  provided 
by  the  State  ;  which  schools  shall  be  common  to  all,  without  distinction 
of  creed  or  party,  and  free  firom  any  influence  or  direction  of  a  denomi- 
national or  partisan  character. 

And,  inasmuch  as  Christianity,  by  the  Constitutions  of  nearly  all  the 
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States ;  by  tlie  decisions  of  tlae  most  eminent  judicial  authorities ;  and 
by  the  consent  of  the  people  of  America,  is  considered  an  element  of  our 
political  system ;  and  as  the  Holy  Bible  is  at  once  the  source  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  the  depository  and  fountain  of  all  civil  and  religious  free- 
dom, we  oppose  every  attempt  to  exclude  it  from  the  schools  thus 
established  in  the  States. 

XII. — The  American  party  having  arisen  upon  the  ruins  and  in 
despite  of  the  opposition  of  the  Whig  and  Democratic  parties,  cannot  be 
in  any  manner  responsible  for  the  obnoxious  acts  or  violated  pledges  of 
either.  And  the  systematic  agitation  of  the  slavery  question  by  those 
parties  having  elevated  sectional  hostility  into  a  positive  element  of  po- 
litical power,  and  brought  our  institution  into  peril,  it  has,  therefore, 
become  the  imperative  duty  of  the  American  party  to  interpose  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  peace  to  the  country  and  perpetuity  to  the  Union. 
And,  as  experience  has  shown  it  impossible  to  reconcile  opinions  so  ex- 
treme as  those  which  separate  the  disputants,  and,  as  there  can  be  no 
dishonor  in  submitting  to  the  laws,  the  National  Council  has  deemed  it 
the  best  guarantee  of  common  justice  and  future  peace,  to  abide  and 
maintain  the  existings  laws  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  as  a  final  and 
conclusive  settlement  of  that  subject  in  spirit  and  in  substance. 

And  regarding  it  the  highest  duty  to  avow  their  opinions  upon  a  sub- 
ject so  important,  in  distinct  and  unequivocal  terms,  it  is  hereby  declared, 
as  the  sense  of  this  National  Council,  that  Congress  possesses  no  power, 
under  the  Constitution,  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
States,  where  it  does  or  may  exist,  or  to  exclude  any  State  from  admis- 
sion into  the  Union  because  its  constitution  does  or  does  not  recognize 
the  institution  of  slavery  as  a  part  of  its  social  system ;  and  expressly 
pretermitting  any  expression  of  opinion  upon  the  power  of  Congress  to 
establish  or  prohibit  slavery  in  any  Territory,  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Na- 
tional Council  that  Congress  ought  not  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of 
slavery  within  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  that  any  inter- 
ference by  Congress  with  slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
would  be  a  violation  of  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  compact  by  which 
the  State  of  Maryland  ceded  the  District  to  the  United  States,  and  a 
breach  of  the  national  faith. 

XIII. — The  policy  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  in  its  rela- 
tion with  foreign  governments,  is  to  exact  justice  from  the  strongest, 
and  do  justice  to  the  weakest;  restraining,  by  all  the  power  of  the  gov- 
ernment, all  its  citizens  from  interference  with  the  internal  concerns  of 
nations  with  whom  we  are  at  peace. 

XIV. — This  National  Council  declares  that  all  the  principles  of  the 
Order  shall  be  henceforward  every  where  openly  avowed ;  and  that  each 
member  shall  be  at  liberty  to  make  known  the  existence  of  the  Order, 
and  the  fact  that  he  himself  is  a  member,  and  it  recommends  that  there 
be  no  concealment  of  the  places  of  meeting  of  subordinate  councils. 

E.  B.  BABTLETT,  of  Kentucky; 

President  of  National  Council, 

C.  D.  Deshler,  of  N.  J.,  Cor.  Sec. 
James  M.  Stephens,  of  Md,,  Rec.  Sec. 
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[No.  3.] 

PHILADELPHIA  PLATFORM  OF  FEBRUAEY,  1856. 

1st.  An  liumble  acknowledgment  to  tlie  Supreme  Being  wlio  rules 
the  universe  for  his  protecting  care  vouchsafed  to  our  fathers  in  their 
successful  revolutionary  struggle,  and  hitherto  manifested  to  us,  their 
descendants,  in  the  preservation  of  the  liberties,  the  independence  and 
the  union  of  these  States. 

2d.  The  i^erpetuation  of  the  Federal  Union,  as  the  palladium  of  our 
civil  and  religious  liberties,  and  the  only  sure  bulwark  of  American 
independence. 

3d.  Americans  must  rule  America  ;  and  to  this  end  native  born  cit- 
izens should  be  selected  for  all  State,  Federal  and  municipal  ofl&ces  or 
government  employment,  in  preference  to  naturalized  citizens ;  never- 
theless, 

4th.  Persons  born  of  American  parents,  residing  temporarily 
abroad,  should  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  native  born  citizens ;  but 

5th.     No  person  should  be  selected  for  political  station,  (whether  of 
native  or  foreign  birth,)  who  recognizes  any  allegiance  or  obligation  of 
any  description  to  any  foreign  prince,  potentate  or  power^  or  who  re- 
fuses to  recognize  the  Federal  and  State  Constitutions  (each  within  its 
t  sphere)  as  paramount  to  all  other  laws  as  rules  of  political  action. 

6th.  The  unqualified  recognition  and  maintenance  of  the  reserved 
rights  of  the  several  States,  and  the  cultivation  of  harmony  and  frater- 
nal good  will  between  the  citizens  of  the  several  States ;  and  to  this 
end,  non-interference  by  Congress  with  questions  appertaining  solely  to 
the  individual  States,  and  non-intervention  by  each  State  with  the  affairs 
of  any  other  State. 

7th.  The  recognition  of  the  right  of  the  native  born  and  natural- 
ized citizens  of  the  United  States,  permanently  residing  in  any  Terri- 
tory thereof,  to  frame  their  Constitution  and  laws,  and  to  regulate  their 
domestic  and  social  affairs  in  their  own  mode,  subject  only  to  the  provis- 
sions  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  with  the  right  of  admission  into  the 
Union  whenever  they  have  the  requisite  population  for  one  representa- 
tive in  Congress ;  provided  always,  that  none  but  those  who  are  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  thereof,  and  who 
have  a  fixed  residence  in  any  such  Territory,  ought  to  participate  in  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution  or  in  the  enactment  of  laws  for  said  Ter- 
ritory or  State > 

8th.  An  enforcement  of  the  principle  that  no  State  or  Territory  can 
admit  others  than  native  born  citizens  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  or  of 
holding  political  ofiiee,  unless  such  persons  shall  have  been  naturalized 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

9th.  A, change  in  the  laws  of  naturalization,  making  a  continued 
residence  of  twenty-one  years,  of  all  not  heretofore  provided  for,  an 
indispensable  requisite  for  citizenship  hereafter,  and  excluding  all  pau- 
pers and  persons  convicted  of  crime  from  landing  upon  our  shores  ;  but 
no  interference  with  the  vested  rights  of  foreigners. 

lOth.     Opposition  to  any  union  between  Church  and  State  ;  no  in- 
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terfcrence  with  religious  faith  or  worship,   and  no  test  oaths  for  office 
except  those  indicated  in  the  5th  section  of  this  pLatform. 

11th.  Free  and  thorough  investigation  into  any  and  all  alleged 
abuses  of  public  functionaries,  and  a  strict  economy  in  public  expendi- 
tures. 

12tli.  The  maintenance  and  enforcement  of  all  laws  until  said  laws 
shall  be  repealed,  or  shall  be  declared  null  and  void  by  competent  ju- 
dicial authority. 

13th.  Opposition  to  the  reckless  and  unwise  policy  of  the  present 
administration  in  the  general  management  of  our  national  affairs,  and 
more  especially  as  shown  in  removing  "  Americans  "  (by  designation) 
and  conservatives  in  principle  from  office,  and  placing  foreigners  and 
ultraists  in  their  places ;  as  shown  in  a  truckling  subserviency  to  the 
stronger  and  an  insolent  and  cowardly  bravado  towards  the  weaker 
powers ;  as  shown  in  re-opening  sectional  agitation  by  the  repeal  of  the 
Missouri  Compromise  ;  as  shown  in  granting  to  unnaturalized  foreigners 
the  right  to  suffrage  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska;  as  shown  in  its  vacil- 
lating course  on  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  question ;  as  shown  in  the 
removal  of  Judge  Bronson  from  the  Collectorship  of  New  York  upon 
false  and  untenable  grounds ;  as  shown  in  the  corruptions  which  per- 
vade some  of  the  departments  of  the  government ;  as  shown  in  dis- 
gracing meritorious  naval  officers,  through  prejudice  or  caprice ;  and  as 
shown  in  the  blundering  mismanagement  of  our  foreign  relations. 

14th.  Therefore,  to  remedy  existing  evils  and  prevent  the  disastrous 
consequences  otherwise  resulting  therefrom,  we  would  build  up  the 
"American  party"  upon  the  principles  hei'einbefore  stated,  eschewing 
all  sectional  questions  and  uniting  upon  those  purely  national,  and  ad- 
mitting into  said  party  all  American  citizens,  (referred  to  in  the  3d, 
4th  and  5th  sections,)  who  openly  avow  the  principles  and  opinions 
heretofore  expressed,  and  who  will  subscribe  their  names  to  this  plat- 
form. Provided,  nevertheless,  that  a  majority  of  those  members  pres- 
ent at  any  meeting  of  a  local  council  where  an  applicant  applies  for 
membership  in  the  American  party,  may,  for  any  reason  by  them 
deemed  sufficient,  deny  admission  to  such  applicant. 

15th.  A  free  and  open  discussion  of  all  political  principles  em- 
braced in  our  platform. 

Respectfully  submitted. 
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[No.  4.] 

FEINTED  PUBLICATION  CIRCULATED  EXTENSIVELY  IN  MARYLAND 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1855,  AND  FROM  WHICH  THE  FORMULAS  OF 
OATHS  IN  THIS  REPORT  ARE  COPIED. 

CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE    NATIONAL  AND  STATE    COUNCIL    OF  PENNSYLVANIA,   TOGETHER  WITH 
THE    BY-LAWS    AND    FOEM    OF  INSTALLATION. 

READ !     READ  1  !     READ ! !  ! 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolutions,  relative  to  the 
State  and  national  constitutions,  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  constitution  of  the  State  council  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  modified,  so  as  to  the  existing  national  constitution,  and  that 
in  all  cases  where  there  is  conflict  of  provision,  that  of  the  national  coun- 
cil be  supreme,  and  that  the  dues  to  the  State  and  national  council  shall 
be  assasjed  and  collected  per  capita  on  the  members ;  four  cents  for  the 
national  and  two  cents  for  the  State  councils;  that  after  fuU  examination, 
in  their  judgment,  is  inexpedient  at  present  to  make  any  other  amend- 
ments to  the  State  constitution ;  and  that  a  committee  of  three  members 
of  this  council  be  appointed  to  superintend  the  printing  of  the  constitu- 
tions of  the  national  and  State  councils,  and  send  a  copy  of  the  same  to 
the  president  of  every  subordinate  council  in  the  State. 

FORMULAEY  OF  THE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA. 

Officers  of  the  National  Council. — President — James  W.  Barker,  of 
New  York,  Vice  President — W.  W.  Williamson,  of  Alexandria,  Ya., 
Corresponding  Secretary — Chas.  D.  Deshler,  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J., 
Recording  Secretary — James  M.  Stephens,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  Treasu- 
rer— Henry  Crane,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Inside  Sentinel— John  P.  Hil- 
ton, of  Washington,  D.  C,  Outside  Sentinel — Henry  Metz,  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  Chaplain — Rev.  Saml.  P.  Crawford,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

CONSTITUTION    OF  THE  NATIONAL  COUNCIL  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  NORTH 

AMERICA. 

Article  I.  This  organization  shall  be  known  by  the  name  and  title  of 
the  National  Council  of  the  United  States  of  North  America ;  and  its 
jurisdiction  and  power  shall  extend  to  all  States^  districts,  and  Territories 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

Article  II.  The  object  of  this  organization  shall  be  to  protect  every 
American  citizen  in  the  legal  and  proper  exercise  of  all  his  civil  and 
religious  rights  and  privileges  ;  to  resist  the  insidious  policy  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  and  all  other  foreign  influence  against  our  republican 
institutions,  in  all  lawful  ways ;  to  place  in  all  ofl&ces  of  honor,  trust,  or 
profit  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  or  by  appointment,  none  but  native-born 
Protestant  citizens;  and  to  protect,  preserve,  and  uphold  the  Union  of 
these  States  and  the  constitution  of  the  same. 
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Article  III.  Sec.  1 .  A  person  to  become  a  member  of  any  subordi- 
nate council  must  be  twenty-one  years  of  age ;  he  must  believe  in  the 
existence  of  a  Supreme  Being  as  the  Creator  and  Preserver  of  the  Uni- 
verse ;  he  must  be  a  native-boi-n  citizen ;  a  Protestant,  either  born  of 
Protestant  parents  or  reared  under  Protestant  influence,  and  not  united 
in  marriage  with  a  Roman  Catholic  :  Provided  nevertheless.  That  in  this 
last  respect  the  State,  district,  or  temtorial  councils  shall  best  promote 
the  interests  of  the  American  cause  in  their  several  jurisdictions  :  And 
provided  moreover.  That  no  member  who  may  have  a  Roman  Catholic 
wife  shall  be  eligible  to  office  in  this  order :  And  provided,  further, 
should  any  State,  district  or  territorial  council  prefer  the  words ' '  Roman 
Catholic"  as  a  disqualification  to  membership,  in  place  of  "Protestant" 
as  a  qualification,  they  may  so  consider  this  constitution,  and  govern 
their  action  accordingly. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  an  interval  of  three  weeks  between  the  confer- 
ring of  the  first  and  second  degrees,  and  of  three  months  between  the 
conferring  of  the  second  and  third  degi'ees :  Provided,  That  this  restric- 
tion shall  not  apply  to  those  who  may  have  received  the  second  degree 
previous  to  the  first  day  of  December  next :  And  p/rovided,  further, 
That  the  Presidents  of  State,  distiict,  and  territorial  councils  may  grant 
dispensations  for  initiating  in  all  the  degi-ees  officers  of  new  councils. 

Sec.  o.  The  national  council  shall  hold  its  annual  meeting  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  the  month  of  June,  at  such  place  as  may  be  designated  by 
the  national  council  at  the  previous  annual  meeting,  and  it  may  adjourn 
from  time  to  time.  Special  meetings  shall  be  called  by  the  president  on 
the  written  request  of  five  State  councils :  Provided,  That  sixty  days' 
notice  shall  be  given  to  the  State  councils  pi-evious  to  said  meeting. 

Sec.  4.  The  national  council  shall  be  composed  of  seven  delegates 
from  each  district  or  Territory,  where  a  district  or  territorial  council 
shall  exist,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  send  two  delegates  to  be  chosen  from 
said  council :  Provided,  That,  in  the  nomination  of  candidates  for  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  each  State  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  cast  the  same  number  of  votes  as  they  shall  have  members  in  the 
bouses  of  Congress.  In  all  sessions  of  the  national  council  thirty-two 
delegates,  representing  thirteen .  States,  Territories  or  districts,  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Sec.  5.  The  national  council  shall  be  vested  with  the  following  pow- 
ers and  privileges : 

It  shall  be  the  head  of  the  organization  for  the  United  States  of  Xorth 
America,  and  fix  and  establish  all  signs,  grips,  and  pass-words,  and 
such  other  secret  work  as  may  seem  to  it  necessary. 

It  shall  have  power  to  decide  upon  all  matters  appertaining  to  nation- 
al politics. 

It  shall  have  the  power  to  exact  fi-om  the  State  councils  quarterly  or 
annual  statements  as  to  the  number  of  members  under  their  jurisdiction, 
and  in  relation  to  all  other  matters  necessary  for  its  information. 

It  shall  have  the  power  to  form  State,  territorial  or  district  councils, 
and  to  grant  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  all  such  bodies,  when  five 
subordinate  councils  shall  have  been  put  in  operation  in  any  State,  Ter- 
ritory or  district,  and  application  made. 
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It  shall  tare  the  po^ver  to  determine  upon  the  mode  of  punishment  In 
ease  of  any  dereliction  of  duty  on  the  part  of  its  members  or  officers. 

It  shall  have  th«  power  to  adopt  cabalistic  characters  for  the  purpose 
of  writing  or  telegraphing,  said  characters  to  be  communicated  to  the 
presidents  of  the  State  councils,  and  by  them  to  the  presidents  of  the 
subordinate  councils. 

It  shall  have  the  power  to  adopt  any  and  every  measure  it  may  deem 
necessary  to  the  success  of  the  organization :  Provided,  That  nothing 
shall  be  done  by  the  said  national  council  in  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution :  And  provided,  further.  That  in  all  political  matters  its  members 
may  be  instructed  by  the  State  councils,  and  if  so  instructed,  shall  carry 
out  such  instructions  of  the  State  councils  which  they  represent  until 
overruled  by  a  majority  of  the  national  council. 

Article  IV.  The  president  shall  always  preside  over  the  national 
council  when  present,  and  in  his  absence  the  vice  president  shall  preside, 
and  in  the  absence  of  both,  the  national  council . shall  appoint  a  presi- 
dent pro  tempore  ;  and  the  presiding  officer  may  at  all  times  call  a  mem- 
ber to  the  chair,  but  such '  appointment  shall  not  extend  beyond  one 
sitting  of  the  national  council. 

Article  V.  Sec.  1 — The  officers  of  the  national  council  shall  be  a  pres- 
ident;,  chaplain,  corresponding  secretary,  recording  secretary,  treasurer, 
and  two  sentinels,  with  such  other  officers  as  the  national  council  may 
see  fit  to  appoint  from  time  to  time  and  the  secretary  and  sentinels  may 
receive  such  compensation  as  the  national  council  shall  determine. 

Sec.  2. — The  duties  of  the  several  officers  created  by  this  constitution 
shall  be  such  as  the  work  of  this  organization  prescribes. 

Article  6.  Sec.  ] — All  officers  provided  for  by  this  constitution,  ex- 
cept the  sentinels,  shall  be  elected  annually  by  ballot.  The  president 
may  appoint  sentinels  from  time  to  time. 

Sec.  2. — A  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  shall  be  requisite  to  an  elec- 
tion for  any  office, 

Sec.  3. — All  officers  and  delegates  of  this  council,  and  of  all  State, 
district  territorial,  and  subordinate  councils,  must  be  invested  with  all 
the  degrees  of  this  order. 

Sec.  4. — All  vacancies  in  elective  offices  shall  be  filled  by  a  vote  of  the 
national  council,  and  only  for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  said  vacancy. 

Article  YII.  See.  1. — The  national  council  shall  entertain  and  decide 
all  cases  of  appeal,  and  it  shall  establish  a  form  of  appeal. 

Sec.  2. — The  national  council  shall  levy  a  tax  upon  the  State,  district, 
or  territorial  councils  for  the  support  of  the  national  council,  to  be  paid 
in  such  manner  and  at  such  times  as  the  national  council  shall  deter- 
mine. 

Article  YIII. — This  national  eo-ancil  may  alter  and  amend  this  con- 
stitution at  its  regular  annual  meeting  in  June  next,  by  a  vote  of  the 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  the  members  present. 

Cincinnati,  Nov.  24,  1854. 

rules  and  regulations. 
Rvle  1. — Each  State,   district^  or  territory  in  which  there  may  exist 
five  or  more  subordinate  councils  working  under  dispensations  from  the 
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national  council  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  or  under  regu- 
lar dispensations  from  some  State,  district  or  Territory,  are  duly  em- 
powered to  establish  themselves  into  a  State,  district,  or  territorial  coun- 
cil, and  when  so  established,  to  form  for  themselves  constitutions  and 
by-laws  for  their  government,  in  pursuance  of  and  in  consonance  with 
the  constitution  of  the  national  council  of  the  United  States  :  provided, 
Jioicever,  That  all  district  or  territorial  constitutions  shall  be  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  national  council  of  the  United  States.      (June,  1854.) 

JRule  2. — All  State,  district  or  territorial  councils,  when  established, 
shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  establish  all  subordinate  councils 
within  their  respective  limits :  and  the  constitutions  and  by-laws  of  all 
such  subordinate  councils  must  be  approved  by  their  respective  State, 
district  or  territorial  councils.      (June,  1854.) 

liide  3. — All  State,  district  or  territorial  councils,  when  established, 
and  until  the  formation  of  constitutions,  shall  work  under  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  national  council  of  the  United  States.      (June,  1854.) 

Rule  4. — In  all  cases  where,  for  the  convenience  of  the  organization, 
two  State  or  territorial  councils  may  be  established,  the  two  councils  to- 
gether shall  be  entitled  to  but  seven=^  delegates  in  the  national  council  of 
the  United  States — the  proportional  number  of  delegates  to  depend  on 
the  number  of  members  in  the  organization ;  Provided,  That  no  State 
shall  be  allowed  to  have  more  than  one  State  council  without  the  consent 
of  the  national  council  of  the  United  States.     (June,  1854.) 

Hide  5.  In  any  State,  district  or  Territory  where  there  may  be  more 
than  one  organization  working  on  the  same  basis — to  wit:  the  "lodg- 
es" and  "councils" — the  same  shall  be  required  to  combine;  the  offi- 
cers of  each  organization  shall  resign,  and  new  officers  be  elected ;  and 
thereafter  these  bodies  shall  be  known  as  State  councils  and  subordinate 
councils ;  and  new  charters  shaU  be  granted  to  them  by  the  national 
council.     (June,  1854.) 

Bide  6.  It  shall  be  considered  a  penal  offence  for  any  brother,  not 
an  officer  of  the  subordinate  council,,  to  make  use  of  the  sign  or  summons 
adopted  for  public  notification,  except  by  the  direction  of  the  President; 
or  for  the  officers  of  a  council  to  post  the  same  at  any  other  time  than 
from  midnight  to  one  hour  before  daybreak  ;  and  this  rule  shall  be  incor- 
porated into  the  by-laws  of  the  State,  district  and  Territorial  councils. 
(June,  1854.) 

Hide  7.  The  determination  of  the  necessity  and  mode  of  issuing  the 
posters  for  the  public  notification  shall  be  intrusted  to  the  judgment  of 
the  State,  district  or  Territorial  councils.      (June,  1854.) 

Hide  8.  The  respective  State,  district  and  territorial  councils  shall 
be  required  to  make  statements  of  the  number  of  members  within  their 
respective  limits  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  national  council,  and  an- 
nually thereafter,  at  the  regular  annual  meeting.      (June,  1854.) 

Bide  9.  The  delegates  of  the  national  council  of  the  United  States  of 
North  America  shall  be  entitled  to  three  dollars  per  day  for  their  attend- 
ance upon  the  national  council,  and  for  each  day  that  may  be  necessary 
in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same;  and  five  cents  per  mile  for 

*  See  constitution,  art.  3,  section  4. 
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every  mile  they  may  necessarily  travel  in  going  to  and  returning  from 
the  place  of  the  meeting  of  the  national  council — to  be  computed  by  the 
nearest  mail  route — which  will  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  national 
council.     (November,  1854.) 

Rule  10.  Each  State,  district,  or  territorial  council  shall  be  taxed 
four  per  cent,  per  annum  for  every  member  in  good  standing  belonging 
to  each  subordinate  council  under  its  jurisdiction,  on  the  first  day  of 
April,  which  shall  be  reported  to  the  national  council,  and  paid  into  the 
national  treasury  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  the  annual  session,  to  be 
held  in  June  ;  and  on  the  same  day  of  each  succeeding  year.  And  the 
first  fiscal  year  shall  be  considered  as  commencing  on  the  first  day  of 
December,  1854,  and  ending  on  the  15th  day  of  May,  1855.  [Novem- 
ber, 1854.] 

Rule  11.  The  following  shall  be  the  key  to  determine  and  ascertain 
the  purport  of  any  communication  that  may  be  addressed  to  the  presi- 
dent of  a  State,  district,  or  territorial  council  by  the  president  of  the  na- 
tional council,  who  is  hereby  instructed  to  communicate  a  knowledge  of 
the  same  to  said  ofl&cers.         *         *         *         *  *         *         * 

Rule  12.  The  clause  of  the  article  of  the  constitution  relative  to  be- 
lief in  the  Supreme  Being  is  obligatory  upon  every  State  and  subordi- 
nate council,  as  well  as  upon  each  individual  member.     [June,  1854.] 

Rule  13.  The  following  shall  be  the  compensation  of  the  officers  of 
this  council : 

1st.  The  corresponding  secretary  shall  be  paid  two  thousand  dollars 
per  annum  from  the  17th  day  of  June,  1854. 

2d.  The  treasurer  shall  be  paid  five  hundred  dollars  per  annunj  from 
the  17th  day  of  June,  1854. 

3d.  The  sentinels  shall  be  paid  five  dollars  for  every  day  they  may 
be  in  attendance  on  the  sittings  of  the  national  council, 

4th.  The  chaplain  shall  be  paid  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  from 
the  17th  day  of  June,  1854. 

5th.  The  recording  secretary  shall  be  paid  five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  from  the  17th  day  of  June,  1854. 

6th.  The  assistant  secretary  shall  be  paid  five  dollars  per  day  for  every 
day  he  may  be  in  attendance  on  the  sittings  of  the  national  council. 

All  of  which  is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  national  treasury,  on  the  draft 
of  the  President.     [November,  1854.] 

SPECIAL    VOTES. 

Vote  First. — This  national  council  hereby  grants  to  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia two  State  councils — the  one  to  be  located  in  eastern,  and  the  other 
in  western  Virginia,  the  Blue  Ridge  mountains  being  the  geographical 
line  between  the  two  jurisdictions.     [June,  1854.] 

Vote  Second. — The  President  shall  have  power^  until  the  next  session 
of  the  national  council,  to  grant  dispensations  for  the  formation  of  State, 
district,  or  territorial  councils,  in  form  most  agreeable  to  his  own  discre- 
tion, upon  proper  application  being  made. 

Vote  Third. — The  seats  of  all  delegates  to,  and  members  of,  the  pre- 
sent national  council  shall  be  vacated  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  June,  1855, 
at  the  hour  of  six  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  ;  and  the  national  council  con- 
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vening  in  annual  session  upon  that  day,  shall  be  composed  exclusively  of 
delegates  elected  under  and  in  aceoi'dance  with  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution as  amended  at  the  present  session  of  the  national  council : 
Provided,  That  this  resolution  shall  not  apply  to  the  ofl&cers  of  the  na- 
tional council.     [November,  1854.] 

Vote  Fourth. — The  corresponding  secretary  of  this  council  is  author- 
ized to  have  printed  the  names  of  all  the  delegates  to  this  national 
council ;  also,  those  of  the  presidents  and  corresponding  secretaries  of 
the  several  State,  district,  and  territorial  councils,  together  with  their 
address,  and  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  same  to  each  person  named ;  and 
further,  the  corresponding  secretaries  of  each  State,  district,  and  terri- 
tory are  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of  their  several  constitutions  to  each 
other.     [November,  1854.] 

Vote  Fifth. — In  the  publication  of  the  constitution  and  ritual,  under 
the  direction  of  the  committee — Brothers  Deshler,  Damrell,  and  Ste- 
phens— the  name,  signs,  grips,  and  pass-words  of  the  order  shall  be 
indicated  by  stars  (***),  and  a  copy  of  the  same  shall  be  furnished  to 
each  State,  district^  and  territorial  council,  and  to  each  member  of  this 
body.     [November,  1854.] 

Vote  Sixth. — A  copy  of  the  constitution  of  each  Stajte,  district,  and 
territorial  council  shall  be  submitted  to  this  council  for  examination. 

Vote  Seventh. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer,  at  each  annual 
meeting  of  this  body,  to  make  a  report  of  all  moneys  received  or  ex- 
pended in  the  interval. 

Vote  Eighth. — Messrs.  Giflford,  of  Pa.,  Barker,  of  New  York,  Desh- 
ler, of  N.  J.,  Williamson,  of  Va.^  and  Stephens,  of  Md.,  are  appointed 
a  committee  to  confer  with  similar  committees  that  have  been  or  may  be 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  consolidating  the  various  American  orders, 
with  power  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  such  consolidation, 
subject  to  thS"  approval  of  this  national  council  at  its  next  session. 

Vote  Ninth. — On  the  receipt  of  the  new  ritual  by  the  members  of 
this  national  council  who  have  received  the  third  degree,  they,  or  any 
of  them,  may,  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  confer  the  third  de- 
gree upon  members  of  this  body  in  their  respective  States,  districts,  or 
territories,  and  upon  the  presidents  and  other  officers  of  their  State, 
district,  and  territorial  councils.  And  further,  the  presidents  of  the 
State,  district,  and  territorial  councils  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  confer 
the  third  degree  upon  as  many  of  the  presidents  and  officers  of  their 
subordinate  councils  as  can  be  assembled  together  in  their  respective 
localities,  and  afterwards  the  same  may  be  conferred  ujion  officers  of 
other  subordinate  councils,  by  any  presiding  officer  of  a  council  who 
shall  have  previously  received  it  under  the  provisions  of  the  constitution. 

Vote  Tenth. — To  entitle  any  delegate  to  a  seat  in  this  national  coun- 
cil at  its  annual  session  in  June  next,  he  must  present  a  properly  au- 
thenticated certificate  that  he  was  duly  elected  as  a  delegate  to  the  same, 
or  appointed  a  substitute  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
constitutions  of  State,  territorial,  or  district  councils ;  and  no  delegate 
shall  be  received  from  any  State,  district,  or  territorial  council  which 
has  not  adopted  the  constitution  and  ritual  of  this  national  council. 
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Vote  Eleventh. — The  committee  on  printing  the  constitution  and  ritual 
is  authorized  to  have  a  sufficient  number  of  the  same  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  order  ;  and  no  State,  district,  or  territorial  council  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  reprint  the  work. 

Vote  Ticelfth. — The  right  to  establish  all  subordinate  councils  in  any 
of  the  States,  districts,  or  territories  represented  in  the  national  council 
shall  be  confined  to  the  State,  district,  and  territorial  councils  which  they 
represent.  * 

Vote  Thirteenth. — Resolved,  That  the  State  councils  of  eastern  and 
western  Virginia  have  leave  to  consolidate  themselves  into  one  council, 
to  be  styled  the  State  council  of  Virginia. 

Vote  Fourteenth.- — Resolved,  That  as  this  is  but  an  adjourned  session 
of  the  grand  council  that  met  at  New  York,  it  is  within  the  power  of 
this  body,  at  its  present  session,  to  pass  upon  all  amendments  that  may 
be  presented  to  the  constitution,  or  alterations  that  may  be  suggested  to 
the  ritual.^ 

Vote  Fifteenth. — Resolved,  -That  the  president  of  this  national  coun- 
cil be  requested  to  take  active  measures  to  institute  councils  according 
to  the  work  of  this  council,  and  thoroughly  organize  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana. 

KiTUAL  or  First  Degree. 
First  Degree  Council. 

To  be  admitted  in  membership  in  this  order,  the  applicant  shall  be — ■ 

1st.   Proposed  and  found  acceptable. 

2d.  Introduced  and  examined  under  the  guarantee  of  secrecy. 

3d.   Placed  under  the  obligation  which  the  order  imposes. 

4th.   Required  to  enrol  his  name  and  place  of  residence. 

5th.   Instructed  in  the  forms,  usages  and  ceremonies  of  the  order. 

6th.   Solemnly  charged  as  to  the  object  to  be  attained  and  his  duties. 

[A  recommendation  of  a  candidate  to  this  order  shall  be  received 
only  from  a  brother  of  approved  integrity.  It  shall  be  accompanied  by 
minute  particulars  as  to  name,  age,  calling  and  residence,  and  by  an 
explicit  voucher  for  his  qualifications,  and  a  personal  pledge  for  his 
fidelity.  These  particulars  shall  be  recorded  by  the  secretary  in  a  book 
kept  for  the  purpose.  The  recommendation  may  be  referred  and  the 
ballot  taken  at  such  time  and  in  such  a  manner  as  the  State  Council 
may  prescribe ;  but  no  communication  shall  be  made  to  the  candidate 
until  the  ballot  has  been  declared  in  his  favor.  Candidates  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  the  ante-room  by  the  marshal  and  Secretary.] 

OUTSIBE. 

IMarshal.  Do  you  believe  in  a  Supreme  Being,  the  Creator  and  Pre- 
server of  the  Universe  ? 

Ans.     I  do. 

Slarshal.  Before  proceeding  further,  we  require  a  solemn  obligation 
of  secrecy  and  truth.  If  you  will  take  such  an  obligation,  you  will  lay 
your  right  hand  upon  the  Holy  Bible  and  Cross. 

[When  it  is  known  that  the  applicant  is  a  Protestant,  the  Cross  may 
be  omitted,  or  affirmation  may  be  allowed.] 
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You  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  you  will  never  reveal  any  thing 
said  or  done  in  this  room,  the  name  of  any  persons  present,  nor  the  ex- 
istence of  this  society,  whether  found  worthy  to  proceed  or  not,  and  that 
all  declarations  shall  be  true,  so  help  you  God. 

Ans.  I  do. 

Marshal.  Where  were  you  born  ? 

Marshal.  Where  is  your  permanent  residence  ? 

[If  born  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  the  answer  shall 
be  written,  the  candidate  dismissed  with  an  admonition  of  secrecy,  and 
the  brother  vouching  for  him  suspended  from  all  the  privileges  of  the 
order,   unless  upon  satisfactory  proof  that  he  has  been  misinformed.] 

Marshal.   Are  you  twenty-one  years  of  age  ? 

Ans.   I  am. 

Marshal.  In  religious  belief  are  you  a  Koman  Catholic  ? 

Ans.  Xo.  ^ 

Marshal.  Were  you  born  of  Protestant  parents  and  were  you  reared 
under  Protestant  influence  ? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Marshal.  If  married,  is  your  wife  a  Roman  Catholic  ? 

["No"  or  "Yes" — the  answer  to  be  valued  as  the  constitution  of  the 
State  council  shall  provide.] 

Marshal.  Are  you  willing  to  use  your  influence,  and  vote  only  for 
native-born  American  citizens  for  of&ces  of  honor,  trust  or  profit  in  the 
gift  of  the  people,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  foreigners  and  aliens,  and  Ro- 
man Catholics  in  particular,  and  without  regard  to  party  predilections  ? 

Ans.  I  am. 

INSIDE. 

[The  marshal  shall  then  repair  to  the  council  then  in  session,  and  pre- 
sent the  written  list  of  names,  vouchers,  and  answers  to  the  president, 
who  shall  cause  them  to  be  read  aloud,  and  a  vote  of  the  council  to  be 
taken  on  each  name  in  such  a  manner  as  prescribed  by  its  by-laws.  If 
doubts  arise  in  the  ante-room,  they  shall  be  referred  to  the  council.  If 
a  candidate  be  dismissed,  he  shall  be  admonished  to  secrecy.  The  can- 
didates declared  elected  shall  be  conducted  to  seats  within  the  council, 
apart  from  the  brethren.  When  all  are  present,  the  president,  by  one 
blow  of  the  gavel,  shall  call  to  order,  and  say :] 

President.  Brother  marshal,  introduce  the  candidates  to  the  vice 
president. 

Marshal.  Worthy  vice  president,  I  present  to  you  these  candidates, 
who  have  duly  answered  all  questions. 

Vice  President,  (rising  in  his  place.)  Gentlemen,  it  is  my  office  to 
welcome  you  as  friends.  When  you  shall  have  assumed  the  patriotic 
vow  by  which  we  are  all  bound,  we  will  embrace  you  as  brothers.  I 
am  authorized  to  declare  that  our  obligations  enjoin  nothing  which  is 
inconsistent  with  the  duty  which  every  good  man  owes  to  his  Creator, 
his  country,  his  family,  or  himself.  We  do  not  compel  you,  against 
your  convictions,  to  act  with  us  in  our  good  work ;  but  should  you  at 
any  time  wish  to  withdraw,  it  will  be  our  duty  to  grant  you  a  dismissal 
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in  good  faitli.  If  satisfied  with  this  assurance,  you  will  each  rise  upon 
your  feet,  (pausing  till  they  do  so,)  place  the  left  hand  upon  the  breast, 
and  raise  the  right  hand  towards  heaven. 

[The  brethren  to  remain  seated  till  called  up.] 

OBLIGATION. 

In  the  presence  of  Almighty  Grod  and  these  witnesses,  you  do  sol- 
emnly promise  and  swear  that  you  will  never  betray  any  of  the  secrets 
of  this  society,  nor  communicate  them  even  to  proper  candidates,  except 
within  a  lawful  council  of  the  order ;  that  you  will  never  permit  any  of 
the  secrets  of  this  society  to  be  written,  or  in  any  other  manner  to  be 
made  legible,  except  for  the  purpose  of  official  instruction ;  that  you  will 
not  vote  nor  give  your  influence  for  any  man  for  any  office  in  the  gift  of 
the  people,  unless  he  be  an  American  born,  citizen,  in  favor  of  Ameri- 
cans ruling  America,  nor  if  he  be  a  Roman  Catholic ;  that  you  will,  in 
all  political  matters,  so  far  as  this  order  is  concerned,  comply  with  the 
will  of  the  majority,  though  it  may  conflict  with  your  personal  pre- 
ference, so  long  as  it  does  not  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  or  that  of  the  State  in  which  you  reside  ;  that 
you  will  not,  under  any  circumstances  whatever,  knowingly  recommend 
an  unworthy  person  for  initiation,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  if  in  your  power 
to  prevent  it ;  that  you  will  not,  under  any  circumstances,  expose  the 
name  of  any  member  of  this  order,  nor  reveal  the.  existence  of  such  an 
association  ;  that  you  will  answer  an  imperative  notice  issued  by  the 
proper  authority,  obey  the  command  of  the  State  Council  President,  or 
his  deputy,  while  assembled  by  such  notice,  and  respond  to  the  claim  of 
a  SIGN  or  a  cry  of  the  order,  unless  it  be  physically  impossible ;  that 

you  will  acknowledge  the  State  Council  of  as  the  legislative  head, 

the  ruling  authority,  and  the  supreme  tribunal  of  the  order  in  the  State 

of  ,  acting  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  National  Council  of  the 

United  States  of  North  America — binding  yourself  in  the  penalty  of  ex- 
communication from  the  order,  the  forfeiture  of  all  intercourse  with  its 
members,  and  being  denounced  in  all  the  societies  of  the  same  as  a  will- 
ful traitor  to  your  God  and  your  country. 

[The  President  shall  call  up  every  person  present  by  three  blows  of 
the  gavel,  when  the  candidates  shall  all  repeat  after  the  Vice  President 
in  concert :] 

All  this  I  voluntarily  and  sincerely  promise,  with  a  full  understand- 
ing of  the  solemn  sanctions  and  penalties. 

Vice -Pi-esident . — You  have  now  taken  solemn  oaths,  and  made  as 
sacred  promises  as  man  can  make,  that  you  will  keep  all  our  secrets  in- 
violate ;  and  we  wish  you  distinctly  to  understand  that  he  that  takes 
these  oaths  and  makes  these  promises,  and  then  violates  them,  leaves 
the  foul,  the  deep  and  blighting  stain  of  perjury  resting  upon  his  soul. 
President. — [Haying  seated  all  by  one  blow  of  the  gavel.] — Brother 
instructor,  these  new  brothers,  having  complied  with  the  demands  of  the 
order,  are  entitled  to  the  secrets  and  privileges  of  the  same.  You  will, 
therefore,  invest  them  with  every  thing  pertaining  to  the  first  degree. 

Instructor. — Brothers,  the  practices  and  proceedings  in  our  order  are 
as  follows : 
We  have  pass-words  necessary  to  be  used  to  obtain  admission  to  our 
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councils,  forms  for  our  conduct  -n-liile  there,  means  of  mutual  protection, 
and  methods  for  giving  notices  to  members. 

At  the  outer  door  you  will .     When  the  wicket  is.  opened, 

you  will  pronounce  the in  a  whisper.     The  outside  sentinel  will 

reply ,  when  you  will  give  the  term  pass-word,  and  be  admitted 

to  the  ante-room.     You  will  then  proceed  to  the  inner  door,  and  give 

.     When  the  wicket  is  opened  give  your  name,  the  number  and 

location  of  your  council,  the  explanation  of  the  term  pass,  and  the 
degree  pass-word. 

If  these  be  found  correct,  you  will  be  admitted ;  if  not,  your  name 
will  be  reported  to  the  Vice  President,  and  must  be  properly  vouched 
for  before  you  can  gain  admission,  to  the  council.  You  will  then  pro- 
ceed to  the  centre  of  the  room,  and  address  the with  the  counter- 
sign, which  is  performed  thus,  .  When  this  salutation  is  recog- 
nized you  will  quietly  take  your  seat.  This  sign  is  peculiar  to  this  de- 
gree, and  is  never  to  be  used  outside  of  the  council  room,  nor  during  the 

conferring  of  this  degree.     When  retiring  you  will  address  the 

in  the  same  manner,  and  also  give  the  degree  pass-word  to  the  inside 
sentinel. 

The  "term  pass-word"  is 

[The  pass-word  and  explanation  is  to  be  established  in  the  State 
Council  for  its  respective  subordinates.] 

The  "explanation"  of  the  "term  pass-word"  to  be  used  in  the  in- 
ner door  is . 

The  "  degree  pass-word"  is 


The  "  traveling  pass-word"  is . 

[This  word  is  changed  annually  by  the  President  of  the  National 
Council  of  the  United  States,  and  is  to  be  given  and  used  only  when  the 
brother  is  traveling  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  his  own  State,  district  or 
territory.  It  and  all  other  pass-words  must  be  communicated  in  a 
whisper,  and  no  brother  is  entitled  to  communicate  them  to  another 
without  authority  from  the  presiding  officer.] 

The  "sign  of  recognition  "  is . 

The  "  answer"  is  given  by . 

The    "grip"    is  given  by .     The  person    challenging   shall 

The  answer  will  be  made  by  ;  when  the  following 


conversation  ensued — the  challenging  party  first  saying .     The 

answer   .     Then   the   response   ,    followed  by   the   re- 
joinder   . 

Public  notice  for  meeting  is  given  by  means  of 


[In  cities,  the of  the where  the  meeting  is  to  be  held 

will  be  written  legibly  upon  the  notice ;  and  upon  election  day  said 
will  denote where  your  presence  is  needed.  This  no- 
tice will  never  be  passed,  Imt  will  be or  thrown  upon  the  side- 
walk, with  a in  the  centre.]  If  information  is  wanted  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  gathering,  or  of  the  place,  &c.,  the  inquirer  will  ask  of  an 
undoubted  brother ? 

The  brother  will  give  the  information  if  possessed  of  it.  If  not,  it  wiU 
be  your  and  his  duty  to  continue  the  inquiry,  and  thus  disseminate  the 
call  throughout  the  brotherhood. 
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If  the  color  of be ,  it  will  denote  actual  trouble,  wlucli 

requires  that  you  come  prepared  to  meet  it. 

The  "  cry  of  distress"  (to  be  used  only  in  the  time  of  danger,,  or 
where  the  Ainerican  interest  requires  an  immediate  assemblage  of  the 

brethi-en)  is .     The  response  is . 

.   The  "  sign  of  caution"  (to  be  given  when  a  brother  is  speaking  un- 
guardedly before  a  stranger)  is ,  which  signifies  "  keep  dai'k." 

Brothers,  you  are  now  initiated  into  and  made  acquainted  with  the 
work  and  organization  of  a  council  of  this  degree  of  the  order,-  and  the 
marshal  will  present  you  to  the  worthy  president  for  admonition. 

Fresident.  It  has,  no  doubt,  been  long  apparent  to  you,  brothers, 
that  foreign  influence  and  Roman  Catholicism  have  been  making  steady 
and  alarming  progress  in  our  country.  You  cannot  have  failed  to  ob- 
serve the  significant  transition  of  the  foreigner  and  Eomanist  from  a 
character  quiet,  retiring,  and  even  abject,  to  one  bold,  threatening, 
turbulent,  and  despotic  in  its  appearance  and  assumptions.  You  must 
have  become  alarmed  at  the  systematic  and  rapidly  augmenting  power 
of  these  dangerous  and  unnatural  elements  of  our  national  condition. 
So  is  it,  brothers,  with  others  besides  yourselves,  in  every  State  of  the 
Union.  A  sense  of  danger  has  struck  the  great  heart  of  the  nation. 
In  every  city,  town  and  hamlet  the  danger  has  been  seen  and  the  alarm 
sounded;  and  hence,  true  men  have  devised  this  order  as  a  means  of 
disseminating  patriotic  principles,  of  keeping  alive  the  fire  of  national 
virtue,  of  fostering  the  national  intelligence,  and  of  advancing  America 
and  the  American  interests,  on  the  one  side ;  and  on  the  other,  of 
checking  the  stride  of  the-  foreigner  or  alien,  of  thwarting  the  machi- 
nations and  subverting  the  deadly  plans  of  the  Papist  and  Jesuit. 

Note. — [The  president  shall  impress  upon  the  initiates  the  import- 
ance of  secrecy,  the  manner  of  proceeding  in  recommending  candidates 
for  initiation,  and  the  responsibility  of  the  duties  which  they  have  as- 
sumed.] 

RITUAL  Oi'  SECOND  DEGREE. 

Second  Degree  Council. 

Marshal.  'Worthy  President:  These  brothers  having  been  duly 
elected  to  the  second  degree  of  this  order,  I  present  them  to  you  for  ob- 
ligation. 

President.  Brothers  :  You  will  place  your  left  hand  upon  your  right 
breast,  and  extend  your  right  hand  towards  the  flag  of  youi-  country, 
preparatory  to  obUgation.  [Each  council-room  should  have  a  neat  Amer- 
ican flag  festooned  over  the  platform  of  the  president.] 

Obligation.  You,  and  each  of  you,  of  your  own  free  wUI  and  accord, 
in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  and  these  witnesses,  your  left  hand 
resting  upon  your  right  breast,  and.  your  right  hand  extended  to  the  flac 
of  your  country,  do  solemnly  and  sincerely  swear  that  you  will  not,  un- 
der any  circumstances,  disclose  in  any  manner,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done 
by  others  if  in  your  power  to  prevent  it,  the  name,  sign,  pass-words,  or 
other  secrets  of  this  degree,  except  in  open  council  for  the  purpose  of 
instruction  ;  that  you  will  in  all  things  conform  to  all  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  this  order,  and  to  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  this  or  any 
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other  council  to  which  you  may  be  atta  ched,  so  long  as  they  do  not  con 
fliet  with  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  nor  that  of  the  State  in 
which  you  reside  ;  that  you  will,  under  all  circumstances,  if  in  your 
power  so  to  do,  attend  to  all  regular  signs  or  summons  that  may  be 
thrown  or  sent  to  you  by  a  brother  of  this  or  any  other  degree  of  this  or- 
der ;  that  you  will  support  in  all  political  matters,  for  all  political  offi- 
ces, members  of  this  order  in  preference  to  other  persons  ;  that,  it  may 
be  done  legally,  you  will,  when  elected  or  appointed  to  any  official  sta- 
tion corrferring  on  you  the  power  to  do  so^  remove  all  foreigners,  aliens, 
or  Koman  Catholics  from  office  or  place  in  your  gift.  You  do  also  prom- 
ise and  swear  that  this  and  all  other  obligations  which  you  have  pre- 
viously taken  in  this  order  -shall  be  kept  through  life  sacred  and  invio- 
late. All  this  promise  and  declare  as  Americans  to  sustain  and  abide 
by,  without  any  hesitation  or  mental  reservation  whatever,  so  help  you 
God,  and  keep  you  steadfast !  [Each  will  answer  "  I  do."] 

President.  Brother  Marshal,  you  will  now  present  the  brothers  to  the 
instructor  for  instructions  in  the  second  degree  of  the  order. 

Marshal.  Brother  Instructor  :  By  direction  of  our  worthy  president, 
I  present  these  brothers  before  you,  that  you  may  instruct  them  in  the 
secrets  and  mysteries  of  the  second  degree  of  the  order. 

Instructor. — Brothers  :  In  this  degree  we  have  an  entering  sign  and 

a  countersign.     At  the  outer  door,  proceed ;  at  the  inner  door 

you  will  make ,   and  proceed  as  in   the  first  degree,   giving  the 

second  degree  pass- word,   (which  is ,)  instead  of  that  of  the 

first  degree.  If  found  to  be  correct,  you  will  then  be  admitted,  and 
proceed ,  giving  the  countersign,  which  is  made  thus . 

The  sign  of  recognition  in  this  degree  is  the  same  as  in  the  first  de- 
gree, with  addition  of  — ■ ,  and  the  response  to  be  made  in . 

Marshal,  you  will  now  present  the  brothers  to  the  Worthy  President 
for  admonition. 

Marshal. — Worthy  President :  I  now  present  these  candidates  to 
you  for  admonition. 

President. — Brothers  :  You  are  now  duly  initiated  into  the  second 
degree  of  this  order.  Renewing  the  congratulations  which  we  extend- 
ed to  you  upon  your  admission  to  the  first  degree,  we  admonish  you 
by  every  tie  that  may  move  patriots  to  aid  us  in  our  efforts  to  restore 
the  political  institutions  of  our  country  to  their  original  purity.  Be- 
gin with  the  youth  of  our  land.  Instil  into  their  minds  the  lessons  of 
their  country's  history — the  glorious  battles  and  brilliant  deeds  of  pa- 
triotism of  our  fathers,  through  which  we  received  the  inestimable 
blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  Point  them  to  the  example  of 
the  sages  and  statesmen  who  founded  our  government.  Implant  in 
their  bosoms  an  ardent  love  for  the  Union.  Above  all  else,  keep  alive 
in  their  hearts  the  memory,  the  maxims,  and  the  deathless  example  of 
our  illustrious  Washington. 

Brothers :  Recalling  to  your  minds  the  solemn  obligations  which 
you  have  severally  taken  in  this  and  the  first  degree,  I  now  pronounce 
you  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  membership  in  this  second  degree 
of  our  order. 
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KITUAL    OP    THE    THIRD    DEGREE. 

Third-degree  Council. 

3Iarshal. — Worthy  President :  These  brothers  having  been  duly 
elected  to  the  third  degree  of  this  order,  I  present  them  before  you 
for  obligation. 

President. — Brothers,  you  will  place  yourselves  in  a  circle  around 
me,  each  one  crossing  your  arms  upon  your  breast,  and  grasping 
firmly  each  other's  hands,  holding  the  right  hand  of  the  brother  on  the 
right,  and  the  left  hand  of  the  brother  on  the  left,  so  as  to  form  a  cir- 
cle, symbolical  of  the  links  of  an  unbroken  chain,  and  of  a  ring  which 
has  no  end. 

Note  — This  degree  is  to  be  conferred  with  the  national  flag  eleva- 
ted in  the  centre  of  the  circle,  by  the  side  of  the  President  or  instruc- 
tor, and  not  on  less  than  five  at  any  one  time — in  order  to  give  it 
solemnly,  and  also  for  the  formation  of  the  circle — except  in  the  first 
instance  of  conferring  it  on  th6  of&eers  of  the  State  and  subordinate 
councils,  that  they  may  be  empowered  to  progress  with  the  work. 

[The  obligation  and  charge  in  this  degree  may  be  given  by  the 
President  or  instructor,  as  the  President  may  prefer.] 

OBLIGATION. 

You,  and  each  of  you,  of  your  own  free  will  and  accord,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  Almighty  Grod  and  these  witnesses,  with  your  hands  joined  in 
token  of  that  fraternal  affection  which  should  ever  bind  together  the 
States  of  this  Union — forming  a  ring,  in  token  of  your  determination 
that,  so  far  as  your  efforts  can  avail,  this  Union  shall  have  no  end — do 
solemnly  and  sincerely  swear,  or  affirm,  that  you  will  not,  under  any 
circumstances,  disclose  in  any  manner,  nor  suffer  it  to  be  done  by  oth- 
ers if  in  your  power  to  prevent  it,  the  name,  signs,  pass-words,  or  other 
secrets  of  this  degree,  except  to  those  whom  you  may  prove  on  trial  to 
be  brothers  of  the  same  degree,  or  in  open  council  for  the  purpose  of 
instruction;  that  you  do  hereby  solemnly  declare  your  devotion  to  the 
Union  of  these  States;  that  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  as  American 
citizens,  you  will  uphold,  maintain  and  defend  it;  that  you  will  discour- 
age and  discountenance  any  and  every  attempt,  coming  from  any  and 
every  quarter,  which  you  believe  to  be  designed  or  calculated  to  destroy 
or  s"ibvert  it,  or  to  weaken  its  bonds;  and  that  you  will  use  your  influ- 
ence, so  far  as  in  your  power,  in  endeavoring  to  procure  an  amicable 
and  equitable  adjustmeni  of  all  political  discontent  or  differences  which 
may  threaten  its  injury  or  overthrow.  You  do  further  promise  and 
swear,  or  affirm,  that  you  will  not  vote  for  any  one  to  fill  any  office  of 
honor,  profit,  or  trust,  of  a  political  character,  whom  you  know  or  be- 
lieve to  be  in  favor  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  of  these  States,  or  who 
is  endeavoring  to  produce  that  result;  that  you  will  vote  for  and  support 
for  all  political  offices,  third,  or  Union  degree  members  of  this  order, 
in  preference  to  all  others;  that,  if  it  may  be  done  consistently  with  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  land,  you  will,  when  elected  or  appointed 
to  any  official  station  which  may  confer  on  you  the  power  to  do  so,  re- 
move from  office  or  place  all  persons  whom  you  know  or  believe  to  be 
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in  fiivor  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union,  or  wlio  are  endeavoring  to  pro- 
duce that  result;  and  that  you  will  in  no  case  appoint  such  persons  to 
any  political  office  or  place  whatever.  All  this  you  promise  and  swear, 
or  affirm,  upon  your  honor  as  x\merican  citizens  and  friends  of  the 
American  Union,  to  sustain  and  abide  by  without  any  hesitation  or 
mental  reservation  whatever.  You  also  promise  and  swear,  or  affirm, 
that  this,  and  all  other  obligations  which  you  have  previously  taken  in 
this  oi'der,  shall  ever  be  kept  sacred  and  inviolate.  To  all  this  you 
pledge  your  lives,  your  fortunes,  and  your  sacred  honors.  So  help  you 
God,  and  keep  you  steadfast!     Each  one  shall  answer,   "I  do." 

President. — Brother  Marshal,  you  will  now  present  the  brothers  to 
the  instructor  for  final  instruction  in  this  third  degree  of  the  order. 

Marshal. — Instructor:  By  direction  of  our  worthy  president,  I  pi'e- 
sent  these  brothers  before  you,  that  you  may  instruct  them  in  the  se- 
crets and  mysteries  of  this  third  degree  of  our  order. 

Instructor. — Brothers  :  In  this  degree,  as  in  the  second,  we  have  an 
entering  pass-word  and  a  token  of  salutation.  At  the  outer  door  — — — , 
This  will  admit  you  to  the  inner  door.     At  the  inner   door  you   will 

make distinct then   announce  your  name,  with  the 

number,  or  name,  and  the  location  of  the  council  to  which  you  belong, 

giving  the  explanation  to  the  pass-word,  which  is .     If  found 

correct,  you  will  then  be  admitted,  when  you  will  proceed  to  the  cen- 
tre of  the  room,  and,  placing  the give  the  salutation,  which  is 

.     You  will  then  quietly  take  your  seat. 

The  sign  of  recognition  is  made  by ,  and  the  response  by 


[The  instructor  will  here  give  the  grip  of  this  degree,  with  explana- 
tions, and  also  the  true  pass-word  of  this  degree,  which  is .] 

CHARGE    TO  BE  GIVEN  BY  THE  PPtESIDENT. 

Brothers:  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  congratulate  you  upon 
your  advancement  to  the  third  degree  of  our  order.  The  responsibili- 
ties you  have  now  assumed  are  more  serious  and  weighty  than  those 
which  preceded,  and  are  committed  to  such  only  as  have  been  tried 
and  found  worthy.  Our  obligations  are  intended  as  solemn  avowals  of 
our  duty  to  the  land  that  gave  us  birth,  to  the  memories  of  our  fathers, 
and  to  the  happiness  and  welfare  of  our  children.  Consecrating  to  your 
country  a  spirit  unselfish,  and  a  fidelity  like  that  which  distinguished 
the  patriots  of  the  revolution,  you  have  pledged  your  aid  in  cementing 
the  bonds  of  a  Union  which  we  trust  will  endure  for  ever.  Your  de- 
portment since  your  initiation  has  attested  your  devotion  to  the  princi- 
ples we  desire  to  establish,  and  has  inspired  a  confidence  in  your  pa- 
triotism of  which  we  can  give  no  higher  proof  than  your  reception  here. 

The  dangers  which  threaten  American  liberty  arise  from  foes  without 
and  from  enemies  within.  The  first  degree  pointed  out  the  source  and. 
nature  of  our  most  imminent  peril,  and  indicated  the  first  measure  of 
safety.  The  second  degree  defined  the  next  means  by  which,  in  coming 
time,  such  assaults  maybe  rendered  harmless.  The  third  degree,  which 
you  have  just  received,  not  only  reiterates  the  lessons  of  the  other  two, 
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but  it  is  intended  to  avoid  and  provide  for  a  more  remote  but  no  less 
terrible  danger  from  domestic  enemies  to  our  free  institutions. 

Our  object  is  briefly  this:  to  perfect  an  organization,  modeled  after 
that  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  co-extensive  with  the 
confederacy.  Its  object  and  principles,  in  all  matters  of  national  con- 
cern, to  be  uniform  and  identical,  while  in  all  local  matters  the  compo- 
nent parts  shall  remain  independent  and  sovereign  within  their  respective 
limits. 

The  great  result  to  be  attained — the  only  one  which  can  secure  a 
perfect  guarantee  as  to  our  future — is  UNION— permanent,  enduring, 
fraternal  UNION  !  Allow  me,  then,  to  impress  upon  your  minds  and 
memories  the  touching  sentiments  of  the  Father  of  his  country  in  his 
Farewell  Address :  "The  unity  of  government  which  constitutes  you 
one  people,"  says  WASHING-TON,  "is  justly  dear  to  you;  for  it  is 
the  main  pillar  in  the  edifice  of  your  real  independence,  the  support  of 
your  tranquillity  at  home,  of  your  peace  abroad,  of  your  safety,  your 
property,  even  that  liberty  you  so  justly  prize. 

"It  is  of  infinite  moment  that  you  should  properly  estimate 

the  immense  value  of  your  national  Union  to  your  collective  and  indi- 
vidual happiness.  You  should  cherish  a  cordial,  habitual  and  immova- 
ble attachment  to  it ;  accustoming  yourselves  to  think  and  speak  of  it  as 
the  palladium  of  your  political  safety  and  prosperity ;  watching  for  its 
preservation  with  jealous  anxiety;  discountenancing  whatever  may  sug- 
gest even  a  suspicion  that  it  can  in  any  event  be  abandoned ;  and  indig- 
nantly frowning  upon  the  first  dawning  of  every  attempt  to  alienate  any 
portion  of  our  country  from  the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which 
now  bind  together  the  various  parts.  " 

Let  these  words  of  paternal  advice  and  warning  from  the  greatest 
man  that  ever  lived  sink  deep  into  your  hearts.  Cherish  them,  and 
teach  your  children  to  cherish  and  reverence  them  as  you  cherish  and 
reverence  the  memory  of  Washington  himself.  The  Union  of  those 
States  is  the  great  conservator  of  that  liberty  so  dear  to  the  American 
heart.  Without  it  our  greatness  as  a  nation  would  disappear  and  our 
boasted  self-government  prove  a  signal  failure.  The  very  name  of  lib- 
erty and  the  hopes  of  struggling  freedom  throughout  the  world  must 
perish  in  the  wreck  of  the  Union.  Devote  yourselves  then  to  its  main- 
tenance, as  our  fathers  did  to  the  cause  of  independence, — consecrating 
to  its  support,  as  you  have  sworn  to  do,  your  lives,  your  fortunes  and 
your  sacred  honors. 

Brothers,  recalling  to  your  minds  the  solemn  obligations  which  you 
have  severally  taken  in  this  and  the  preceding  degrees,  I  now  pronounce 
you  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  membership  in  this  organization ; 
and  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  you  are  now  members  of  the 
order  of . 

EXPLANATIONS- 

Ritual  of  the  first  Degree. 

Page  12. — At  the  outer  door  you  will  give  "a  distinct  rap,"  when 
the  wicket,  &c.,  "what?"  The  outside  sentinel,  &c.,  "  You  know." 
You  will  then  give  the  term  pass-word,  which  is  "Lancaster;"  at  the 
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inner  door  give  three  rajjS,  wlien  the  wicket  Is  open.  Give  your  name, 
&c.,  the  explanation  of  the  true  pass,  which  is,  "the  place  of  agree- 
ment," and  the  degree  pass-word,  which  is,  "Native."  If  these  be 
found  correct,  &c. 

Page  13. — From  the  centre  of  the  room  jou  address  the  President 
with  the  countersign,  which  is  performed  by  placing  the  right  hand 
upon  the  breast  and  gently  waving  the  arm  in  a  semi-circular  manner. 
When  retiring  you  will  address  the  President.  The  term  password  is 
"Lancaster;"  the  explanation,  &c.,  is  "the  place  of  agreement;"  the 
degree  password  is  "Native;"  the  traveling  password  is  ''the  land  of 
our  Pilgrim  FatJiers  " 

Page  14. — The  sign  of  recognition  is  performed  "  by  catching  the 
lappel  of  the  coat  with  three  fingers  and  the  ball  of  the  thumb  or  palm 
by  the  left  hand  in  the  same  manner.  The  grip  is  given  "by  grasping 
the  hand  in  the  usual  manner  and  bending  the  index  finger  in  the  palm 
of  the  hand  and  straightening  the  index  finger."  The  answer  is  given 
of  each  other's  hand." 

Page  15.  The  person  challenging  shall  "pull  out  a  key,  knife,  pen- 
cil," &c.  The  answer  is  made  "by  showing  something  similar,"  when 
the  following  occui's :  The  challenging  party  first  saying,  "Is  this 
youi's  ?"  The  answer;  "It's  mine."  Then  the  response,  "Where  did 
you  get  it  ?"  followed  by  the  rejoinder,  "It  is  my  birth-right." 

Page  14.  Public  notice  for  meeting,  &c.,  "  a  round  piece  of  white 
paper." 

In  cities  the  "  paper"  of  the  "  notice"  where  the  meeting,  &c.  Upon 
election  day,  said  white  paper  "  will  denote  the  place." 

Page  15.  It  will  never  be  passed,  but  will  be  "  posted"  or  throwli 
upon  the  side-walk,  with  a  "hole  in  the  centre."  The  inquirer  will 
ask  of  a  brother,  "  have  you  seen  Sam?"  If  the  color  of  "red"  be 
upon  the  "notice,"  it  will  denote^  &c. 

The  sign  of  caution  is  made  by  placing  the  finger  upon  the  upper  eye- 
lid, and  thereby  closing  the  eye.  ■> 

Ritual  of  tlie  Second  Degree. 

Page  22.  This  is  very  much  as  the  first,  and  in  order  to  gain  admit- 
tance it  is  only  necessary  to  give  the  second  degree  pass-word,  which 
is  "  America." 

Page  23.  Proceed  to  the  middle  of  the  floor,  giving  the  countersign, 
which  is  made  in  a  very  similar  manner  to  that  of  the  first  degree. 

The  sign  of  recognition  in  this  degree  is  the  same  as  in  the  first,  add- 
ing "  another  finger,"  i.  e.  two  fingers  should  be  straightened  instead  of 
one.     The  response  is  precisely  similar. 

Ritual  of  tlie  Tliird  Degree. 

Page  7.  At  the  outer  door  you  will  give  three  distinct  raps,  whisper 
the  pass- word,  which  is  "  Union."  At  the  inner  door  you  will  make  a 
noise  by  rapping,  and  give  the  explanation  to  the  pass-word  of  this  de- 
gree, which  is  "  native- American  Union."  This  will  admit  you  ;  and 
then  proceed  to  the  centre  of  the  room,  and  placing  the  "  hands  in  union 
across  the  breast,"  give  the  token  of  salutation,  which  is  made  by  wav- 
ing the  hands  in  a  similar  manner  to  that  of  the  fii-st. 
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[No.  5.] 

JOURNAL    OF    PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    SELECT    COMMITTEE    ON   SE- 
CRET  SOCIETIES. 

Thursday,  January  31st,  1856. 

Committee  met  at  4  P.  M.,  agreeably  to  notice.  Present  all 
the  members. 

That  portion  of  the  Governor's  Message  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee was  read. 

Letter  of  the  Chairman  inclosing  resolutions  of  the  House, 
creating  the  committee  to  the  Governor,  was  read. 

Governor's  answer  to  that  communication  was  read.  Mr.  Mer- 
rick's letter,  with  a  list  of  names  of  witnesses  he  wished  to  have 
summoned,  which  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Chairman 
on  the  19th  inst.,  was  presented  to  the  Committee. 

The  Chairman  proposed  to  confine  the  inquiries  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  the  Platform  published  by  the  American  Party,  or  National 
Council  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  month  of  June  last, 
alleging  that  the  Governor,  by  his  response,  referred  to  that  as  the 
principal  evidence  of  the  existence  of  these  secret  societies,  and 
therefore  we  should,  for  the  present  at  least,  confine  our  inquiries 
to  that  document. 

Mr.  Merrick  objected,  and  said  the  duties  of  the  Committee  were 
pointed  out  by  the  resolutions  of  the  House  creating  the  Commit- 
tee, and  were  not  to  be  circumscribed  by  any  power  other  than  the 
House,  by  its  orders  or  resolutions. 

Mr.  Merrick  then  made  the  proposition  that  subpoenas  be  issued 
for  the  several  witnesses  named  in  his  letter  to  the  chairman  of  the 
19th  inst.,  viz:  Thomas  W.  Hall,  John  M.  Edgar,  Thomas  T. 
Hutchins,  Archibald  Sterling,  Jr.,  "William  A.  Disney,  Alexander 
McClintock,  Henry  Ourdorf,  J.  B.  Brashears,  and  Dr.  John  C. 
Orrick,  all  citizens  of  Baltimore,  and  whom,  it  was  represented, 
had  once  been  members  of  the  Order,  but  have  now  withdrawn 
from  it ;  and  Rev.  Andrew  B.  Cross,  Grafton  L.  Dulaney,  Z.  Col- 
lins Lee,  Milton  Whitney,  J.  Morrison  Harris,  Samuel  Hinks, 
Chas.  D.  Hinks,  Judge  Spicer,  E.  D.  Kemp,  and  Chas.  R.  Grif- 
fith, also  citizens  of  Baltimore,  and  who  were  represented  still  to 
be  members  of  the  Order. 
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Upon  this  motion  Mr.  Merrick  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
appeared  as  follows : 

leas — Messrs,  Merrick  and  Smith.  JVays — Messrs.  Kennedy, 
Hall  and  Goldsborough. 

Mr.  Merrick  then  moved  that  the  following  named  persons,  who 
he  had  been  advised  were  at  some  time  members  of  the  Order, 
but  who  had  withdrawn  from  it,  should  be  summoned  to  testify 
before  the  committee,  viz:  Messrs.  Hall,  Forrester,  Hutchins, 
Sterling,  Disney,  McCIintock,  Ourdorf,  J.  B.  Brashears,  and  Or- 
rick,  who  are  mentioned  above. 

Upon  being  asked  by  the  Chairman  what  particulars  he  expected 
to  prove  by  them,  Mr.  Merrick  stated  that  he  could  not  tell  what 
a  witness  would  prove,  especially  on  a  subject  of  this  nature,  until 
the  witness  was  placed  under  examination;  but  he  had  been  in- 
formed that  these  persons  could  give  testimony^  material  and  im- 
portant, to  the  inquiries  the  committee  were  charged  with,  and  he 
wished  them  therefore  to  be  summoned  to  testify  to  each  and  every 
point  submitted  to  their  investigation,  and  upon  this  proposition  he 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  appeared  as  follows. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Merrick  and  Smith.  J\'ays — Messrs.  Kennedy, 
Hall  and  Goldsborough. 

Mr.  Merrick  then  moved  that  the  following  named  persons,  be- 
lieved to  be  now  members  of  the  order,  be  summoned  to  testify  on 
the  subject  of  their  investigations  before  this  committee,  viz : 
Messrs  Cross,  Dulaney,  Lee,  Whitney,  Harris,  S.  Hinks,  C.  D. 
Hinks,  Spicer,  Kemp,  and  Griffith,  herein  before  mentioned,  and 
upon  this  motion  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  appeared  as 
follows,  viz : 

Yeas — Mr.  Merrick,  ]Mr.  Smith.  JSTays — Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr. 
Hall,  Mr.  Goldsborough. 

Whereupon  the  committee  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  the  sum- 
mons of  the  chairman.  WM.  D.  MERRICK, 

THOS.  B.  SMITH. 

Friday,  February  8th,  1856. 

The  committee  met  in  obedience  to  the  call  of  the  chairman. 
Present,  all  the  members. 

The  majority,  Messrs.  Kennedy,  Hall  and  Goldsborough,  stated 
that  they  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  summon  any  witnesses  to  testify 
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before  this  committee,  because  they  allege  the  Governor  has  made 
a  charge  against  them,  and  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislature,  as  members  of  the  "  American  Party,"  and  that  they, 
the  party  here  in  the  Legislature,  are  better  acquainted  with  and 
were  competent  to  state  their  own  principles,  which  are  those  con- 
tained in  the  platform  published  by  the  Philadelphia  convention  in 
June  last,  and  by  which  they  are  bound,  than  any  other  persons  ;  and 
they  consider,  and  must  treat  as  an  indignity  to  them,  any  attempt 
to  introduce  other  persons  to  give  testimony  as  to  the  said  party. 

Messrs.  Merrick  and  Smith  dissented  from  this,  and  insisted  that 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  resolutions  of  the  House,  creating  the 
Committee,  enjoins  upon  them  a  full  and  searching  investigation 
into  the  several  points  stated  in  said  resolutions,  and  by  its  very 
terms,  authorizes  and  requires  witnesses  to  be  summoned,  such  as 
they  have  before  proposed. 

Mr.  Hall  then  offered  the  following  resolution  ; 

Resolved^  That  the  Governor  in  his  reply  to  the  Committee  of 
investigation,  clearly  points  out  and  identifies  tlie  American  party 
of  the  Philadelphia  platform,  published  in  June,  1855,  as  the  object 
of  his  animadversion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required,  were  as  follows  : 

Feas— Messrs.  Kennedy,  Hall,  Merrick,  Smith  and  Goldsbor- 
ough.    JVays — None. 

Mr.  Hall  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  deem  the  summoning  of  witness- 
es before  it,  to  prove  the  statement  or  description  of  the  principles, 
otjjcts  and  purposes  of  the  American  party  of  the  Philadelphia 
platform,  published  in  June,  1855,  as  an  insult  to  the  intelligence 
of  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  through  their  repre- 
sentatives.    The  yeas  and  nays  being  required,  were  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Kennedy,  Hall  and  Goldsborough.  J\"'ays — 
Messrs.  Merrick  and  Smith. 

Mr.  Hall  then  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved^  That  this  Committee  in  the  investigation  of  the  prin- 
ciples, objects  and  purposes  of  the  American  party,  deem  it  unne- 
cessary to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  as  the  people  of  Maryland 
in  the  majesty  of  their  power,  have  furnished  the  Legislature  with 
abundant  testimony  of  the  purity  of  its  principles  by  the  large  and 
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respectable  representation  now  composing  a  part  of  its  body.     The 
yeas  and  nays  being  required,  appeared  as  follows : 

Y^as — Messrs.  Kennedy,  "Hall  and  Goldsborough.  Nays — 
Messrs.  Merrick  and  Smith. 

Mr.  Merrick  then  otiered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Committee  to  carry  out  fully 
the  instructions  and  commands  laid  upon  them  by  the  resolutions  of 
the  House  of  Delegates,  and  to  report  fully  upon  the  facts  found 
upon  a  thorough  examination  of  witnesses  on  oath  ;  and  also  such 
remedy  for  the  existing  evils,  if  any  should  be  found  to  exist,  as  in 
their  judgment  the  nature  of  such  evils  may  require.  The  yeas 
and  nays  being  required,  appeared  as  follows  : 

Yeas — Mr.  Merrick,  Mr.  Smith.  JYays — Mr.  Kennedy,  Mr. 
Hall,  Mr.  Goldsborough. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  at  the  call  of  the 
chairman. 

WM.  D.  MERRICK, 
THOS.  B.  SxMITH, 


UNIV.  OF  MD  COLLEGE  PARK 
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